Wayland Baptist University
Fairbanks Campus
School of Social Science
WAYLAND BAPTIST UNIVERSITY MISSION STATEMENT
Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically
challenging and distinctively Christian environment for professional success,
lifelong learning, and service to God and humankind.
COURSE SYLLABUS: POLS 2301 – Fall 2008
August 18, 2008 to November 1, 2008
Instructor:
Office:
Office Phone:
Home Phone:
Email:
Course Web Site:
FAX:
Office Hours:
Class Hours:
Class Location:

Tony Strange, Ed.D, Professor, Education
Eielson AFB, Fairbanks, Alaska
9073785876
9074888820 Call before 9:00 pm Alaska Standard Time
stranget@wbu.edu or tstrange@alaska.net

TBD
Seminar, Sept 5 – 7; Sept 19 – 21; and Oct 3 – 5, 2008
Friday 6 10 pm, Saturday, 9  5 pm and Sunday, 1  5 pm
Eielson AFB, Alaska

IMPORTANT Notice: Occasionally, unusual circumstances arise. I will be
flexible and try to accommodate these circumstances, but it is incumbent on you
to let me know in advance so a solution can be found.
Course Description: Course Prerequisites: None.
Survey course covering such topics as the national and state constitutions,
institutional structures and processes, political parties, elections, civil liberties
and civil rights.
The purpose of this course is to introduce the student to the organization,
structure and functions of the American and Alaska systems of government and
politics. We will examine the origin and purpose of constitutional government,
the distribution of political power, the systems of national and state government,
the nature of federalism, civil rights and civil liberties, the role and future of
American political parties, the nature and effectiveness of elections, the process
and consequences of policy making, and the nature of political change. Also,
when it is appropriate, we will discuss the discipline of political science itself (i.e.,

the approaches, methods, and assumptions that constitute the “science” of
political study). The particular orientation to our analysis and discussion will be
provided by the current context of political activity and change in America,
although the general framework of discussion for this course is the meaning and
practice of American democracy.
TEXT: American Government and Politics Today: The essentials, 14th edition,
Bardes, Shelley and Schmidt. ISBN: 978495503255
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
I. Outcome Competencies: Graduates should be able to
1. Demonstrate knowledge of major topics in the study of state and national
politics and government and of selected governments from Western Europe,
Asia, Africa, Latin America, and the Middle East;
2. Identify appropriate issues in political science research, to frame correctly
research topics and apply appropriate statistical measures, and to analyze and
interpret correctly the data collected;
3. Demonstrate knowledge of the major western philosophical ideas and
concepts regarding human nature, the state, and civil society.
II. Measurement. Portfolios of students will be maintained containing data
collected from the various measures identified below; portfolios will be
periodically reviewed with division colleagues in order to assess the program’s
effectiveness.
1. For Outcome Competency 1: essays, research papers, class presentations
and discussions, journals, common embedded questions, exit exam, course pass
rates, student evaluations, and periodic peer review.
2. For Outcome Competency 2: research projects, exams, class presentations,
student evaluations, exit exam, periodic peer review.
3. For Outcome Competency 3: essay exams, class presentation, journals, exit
exam, student evaluations, periodic
peer review.
III. Justification.
Competencies and measurement reflect desired goals for students studying
political science as part of any collegelevel liberal arts education. General
knowledge demonstrated within each of the program competencies will further
the university’s mission and the division’s goals to train our graduates to be
effective communicators and to possess the necessary critical thinking and
research skills as they continue their educations at the professional or graduate
level or as they seek employment.

Goals: Students should be able to demonstrate knowledge of the state and
national constitutions, the major institutions of state and national government, the
national policy making process, the electoral system, federalism, civil liberties
and civil rights.
CLASSROOM ACTIVTIES: Four major methods will be utilized in the class to
facilitate the students’ understanding the subject: 1) Lecture to keynote major
findings in subject, 2) Readings to further elaborate on subject, 3) Presentations,
and 4) Projects.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
Assignments
Project 1, a minimum three page paper double spaced, describing your home
state political system/structure i.e. (legislative bodies, judicial system, terms of
elected officials, departments. You can also include your local city, town or
county system as well. (Due Sept 7, 2008)
Project 2, a short paper (2 to 3 pages) describing the concerns of the American
people that you feel will impact the next election. You will need to cite and use 5
outside sources in your paper. (Due Oct 3, 2008)
Presentation: You will present on one of the two topics (Project 1 or Project 2).
The presentation should be 5 to 8 minutes. (Due: Oct 5, 2008)

COURSE EXPECTATIONS
Attendance: Students enrolled at one of the University’s external campuses
should make every effort to attend all class meetings. All absences must be
explained to the instructor, who will then determine whether the omitted work
may be made up. When a student reaches that number of absences considered
by the instructor to be excessive, the instructor will so advise the student and file
an unsatisfactory progress report with the campus dean. Any student who
misses 25 percent or more of the regularly scheduled class meetings may
receive a grade of F in the course. Additional attendance policies for each
course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part
of the University’s attendance policy.

Additional Attendance requirement. Excessive late arrivals or early departures
will be taken into consideration. Material will be discussed in class and included
in the exams that are not in the book. It is the student’s responsibility to obtain
any material missed by not attending class for any reason. The student must not
miss any more than 25% of the class. Any more misses may result in failure of
the class. In case of TDY’s the instructor should be notified as soon as possible.
Service for the Disabled: It is University policy that no otherwise qualified
disabled person be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or
be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the
University. Students should inform the instructor of existing disabilities at the first
class meeting.
ADDITIONAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS;
Readings: Assigned readings are to be completed prior to the class session for
which they are assigned.
INSTRUCTOR’S POLICY ON ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:
Students are expected to do their own original work and assignments.
Plagiarism Policy: Intellectual integrity and truthfulness are fundamental to
scholarship. Scholars, whether they are performing as students or as teachers,
are engaged in a search for truth. Plagiarism is a form of cheating and also a
form of theft. Plagiarism occurs when a student fails to give proper credit when
information is either quoted or paraphrased. Carelessness is no excuse. As
such, it is a breach of scholarly responsibility. It is also unethical and in some
cases, illegal. Looking at or copying someone else’s test, answer sheet, and/or
paper are counted as cheating. Plagiarism may result in an “F” in the course.

Grading Scale:
A = 90100%,
B = 8089%,
C = 7079%,
D = 6069%

F = Below 60%
I = Incomplete
W = Withdrawal

Grading Weight (based on 100 points possible)
Project 1
100
MidTerm
200
Project 2
100
Presentations 100

Final Exam 200
Course Outline
Sept 5

Introduction
Discussion Chapter 1

Sept 6 (AM)

Discussion Chapter 2 and 3

Sept 6 (PM)

Discussion Chapter 4 and 5

Sept 7

Discussion Chapter 6
(Project 1 is Due)*

Sept 19

Discussion Chapter 7

Sept 20 (AM)

Discussion Chapter 8 and 9

Sept 20 (PM)

Discussion Chapter 10 and 11
(MidTerm Due)

Sept 21

Discussion Chapter 12

Oct 3

Discussion Chapter 13
(Project 2)

Oct 4 (AM)

Discussion Chapter 14 and 15

Oct 4 (PM)

Presentations

Oct 5

Final Exam

Instructor’s Comments: It is very important to read and be prepared to discuss
the chapters assigned before class meetings. Please make every effort to be
present for classes. I understand we are all working with difficult schedules.
Please let me know if you have a problem and I will do everything possible to be
flexible and work with you. It is university policy that no otherwise qualified
disabled person be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or
be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in this
University.” It is highly recommended all students keep copies of their work with
WBU, since they may need portions for the Grad Seminar portfolio projects.

