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Dear Friends, 

Since its founding more than a 
century ago, Wayland has celebrated 
many remarkable accomplishments 
and meaningful traditions as it has 
transformed the lives of thousands of 
alumni and former students. Wayland 
has seen a continuous progression of 
world-changing students move through 
the halls of its many campuses. 

While I am extremely proud of all of 
these, today I want to pause and 
congratulate one group in particular. 
Perhaps no other group of Wayland 
students has attracted through its 
extraordinary accomplishments over 
many decades the national and 
international attention of the Wayland 
Flying Queens. Finally...at last…after 
all these years and efforts by so many 
different individuals to make it happen – 
the Flying Queens teams of 1948-1982 
are being inducted into the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame!

These ladies and their coaches teamed 
up with a visionary president and board 

of trustees, truly dedicated sponsors, 
and a university that has kept its 
commitment to the Flying Queens 
program for more than 70 years to 
create a success story unparalleled in 
collegiate athletics. There are so many 
records and highlights and not enough 
room in this space to begin to cite 
them.

Neither will I attempt to name here all 
those who have been a part of this Hall 
of Fame effort that has taken some 30 
years to bring to fruition. While many 
have contributed, the Hutcherson 
Flying Queens Foundation, Inc and 
Foundation President Linda Pickens 
Price, deserve special recognition. Their 
commitment of time, influence and 
resources has really made a difference 
and they have been a joy to work with. 
Heartfelt thanks to all who have helped 
make this dream come true.

Some of you may remember that 
my first job at Wayland was in sports 
information and that I had previously 
covered Wayland athletics for the 
local newspaper. I remember going 

to the airport as a youngster to see 
the Queens fly in after a big win 
and watching them play in Nunn 
Gymnasium, at Plainview High School 
and then in the beautiful Hutcherson 
Center. I have broadcast their games, 
written their media guides and game 
stories, taken their pictures, flown with 
them to games and watched them 
transition with women’s basketball as 
it grew into the game it is today. I have 
known so many players, coaches, 
sponsors, fans and colleagues with 
the added privilege of calling them my 
friends. I have always been proud to 
be associated with all of you as you 
represented Wayland so very well. I 
congratulate you all and thank you for 
such special memories. No group has 
ever been more deserving of such an 
honor. 

Best regards,

Bobby

the president’s pen

President 
Dr. Bobby Hall
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What has been more than 70 years in 
the making culminated this year when 
the Naismith Memorial Basketball 

Hall of Fame announced its 2019 induction class, 
including the Wayland Baptist University Flying 
Queens. The program was inducted on the 
strength of its history, impact on the game and its 
continued success over a long period of time.

The Hall of Fame will officially induct the 
program from 1948-82 when the Queens were 
instrumental in changes made to the game of 
women’s basketball. From using community 
sponsors like the Harvest Queen Mill and Claude 
and Wilda Hutcherson in its early years, to 
offering athletic scholarships for women and 
changing the game to the full-court, 5-on-5 
with unlimited dribble, the Queens were at the 
forefront of women’s basketball.

In an official announcement, Wayland President 
Dr. Bobby Hall congratulated those who were 

inducted and shared his excitement for the 
university and the entire Flying Queens family.

“What a great day for Wayland,” Hall said. “If you 
have ever played on, coached, administered, 
supported or otherwise been connected with 
this remarkable program – the Wayland Flying 
Queens – this is your day!”

Flying Queens Coach Alesha Ellis and Wayland 
Athletic Director Rick Cooper were on hand for 
the April announcement and echoed Dr. Hall’s 
excitement.

“For an athletic program, the Naismith Hall of 
Fame is the zenith. It’s the top,” Cooper said. “It’s 
an honor for the program. It’s an honor for the 
team. It’s an honor for the girls right now who are 
playing for the team.”

Ellis, who grew up in Plainview, said the Queens 
have always been an important part of her 
basketball life. She said if not for the Queens 

Flying QueensTM

land in the

Hall of Fame
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program, she would have never been able to accomplish what she 
has as a player or a coach.

“To be part of a program that helped modernize the game means a 
lot to me,” Ellis said. “They helped pave the way.”

The Flying Queens were named to the Hall by a veteran’s direct-
elect committee. The Queens have a storied program that includes 
being the first college to offer women athletic scholarships 
decades before Title IX. The Queens also hold the record for the 
longest winning streak in basketball at 131 games, accomplished 
in a five-year span from 1953-58. The team’s history includes 
numerous All-Americans, 10 AAU national titles, national runner-
up finishes, nine consecutive NWIT titles and success throughout 
the decades that has led to more than 1,600 wins – more than 
any team in history. The program continues to be successful as 
the Queens set another team record in 2019 with three athletes 
named as NAIA All-Americans. 

(continued on page 4)

“For an athletic 
program, the 
Naismith Hall of 
Fame is the zenith.”
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Wayland’s history will now be on full display alongside the 
likes of Nancy Lieberman, Sheryl Swoopes, Pat Summitt, 
Wilt Chamberlain, Meadowlark Lemon, the Harlem 
Globetrotters, John Wooden, Magic Johnson and Michael 
Jordan.

“It’s where the giants of the game are honored,” Hall said.

The induction means Queens will forever be remembered 
as members of a Hall of Fame program – an honor not 
lost on former Flying Queen Cherri Rapp (1968-72).

“We appreciate being recognized as a leader in providing 
opportunities for women in sports for more than 70 
years,” Rapp said. “We are so grateful to Coach Harley 
Redin, who was responsible for helping change the 
landscape of women’s basketball. I would like to say 
thank you to the Hall of Fame for this honor.”

On April 6th, President Dr. Bobby Hall and Flying Queens 
Foundation (FQF) president Linda Pickens Price were 

invited to Minneapolis for an introduction ceremony during 
halftime of the Final Four game. The two representatives 
met with former inductees and the press to talk about 
the Flying Queens. During the halftime ceremony, the 
announcer called out the Flying Queens team name while 
the school name was projected on the gym floor. As a 
former player and FQF president, Pickens took her place 
on the court to wave to the cheering crowd on behalf of 
Wayland.

The Flying Queens will be officially inducted Sept. 5-7 
at the Hall of Fame ceremony in Springfield, Mass. 
Located in the city where basketball was invented, the 
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame promotes 
and preserves the game of basketball at every level – 
professional, collegiate and high school – for both men 
and women on the global stage.

Wayland President, Dr. Bobby Hall (center) shares 
the good news of the Hall of Fame induction with 
legendary Queens coach Harley Redin and his 
wife Wilda at their home in Plainview.
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O divine master,

make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.

Lord

Instruments 
    of Peace

The feature stories on the following pages take their theme from the St. Francis Prayer.
The author of this prayer is unknown but can be traced back to 1912.
This prayer was heavily publicized during World War I and II.

Stock Photo

grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
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“Lord, make me an 

 instrument of your peace”

H
aving grown up in a family full of law 
enforcement officers, Chance Collins 
admits he “never had a chance.” But after 

watching the impact that his father and three 
uncles – not to mention several other members 
of the family – had on their communities, it wasn’t 
exactly a hard sell. 

“From the time I was a little boy, my dad taught 
me about firearms and I grew up in that culture,” 
says Collins, a 2006 graduate of the San Antonio 
campus. “Standing at the funeral for my brother-
in-law (Dan Higdon, a Texas state trooper killed 
in 1983) and seeing the hundreds of LEOs (Law 
Enforcement Officers) from around the country just 
brought home to me what a family environment it 

was and gave me a sense of work worth doing.” 

Even so, few in the family might have guessed 
that one day Chance would be heading up a 
statewide law enforcement organization like the 
Texas Rangers. Based in the Austin headquarters 
office, Collins oversees a division of 166 Rangers 
and tactical operators, all under the umbrella of the 
Texas Department of Public Safety.

Casting a wide net

“Our primary focus is integrating with local 

agencies and assisting them with anything they 
have going on,” explains Collins. “Some criminal 
investigation divisions focus on a particular type 
of crime – property, narcotics, human smuggling – 
but our division remains open to any investigation 
we can assist with. That’s one reason why we 
remain smaller.”

With statewide jurisdiction, that means Rangers are 
located all over the state and can find themselves 
working in a wide variety of cases, usually at the 
request of city or county agencies. Chance said 
the Rangers often deal with labor-intensive cases 
such as officer-involved shootings and cases of 
public corruption. 

Being instruments of peace is the utmost goal of 
any law enforcement agency, though Collins said 
the work of the Texas Rangers is both proactive 
and reactive. Their mission, however, runs deep, 
and that can be incredibly fulfilling for both Rangers 
in the field and their leader.

“Although we can’t prevent all crime, we can 
help bring peace and closure to those impacted,” 
he says. “We also perform proactive measures 
through various means to combat crime and 
prevent terrorism across the state for those who 

texas rangers chief

“Although we can’t prevent all crime, we can help bring peace and 

closure to those impacted.”

Texas Ranger Chance Collins (third 
from right), is pictured with fellow 
law enforcement officers after a large 
drug seizure along the Rio Grande 
River in South Texas in 2011.

By Teresa Young

Alumnus helps keep peace statewide
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never know those things have even 
been prevented.”

Moving up the ladder

Chance was named to his current role 
in July 2018, though he first got into 
law enforcement in 1993. As a college 
student at Concordia Lutheran, his plan 
was to complete his degree in criminal 
justice, then go into the field. Then his 
uncle, Texas State Trooper Don Collins, 
called to say the DPS academy had 
openings, and after finding out he had 
the required number of hours for the 
agency, he opted to join instead of 
finishing school.

Collins served in various duty stations 
across the state, from Austin to far 
north in Perryton. After promoting to 
Texas Ranger, he moved to Harlingen 
and then back north to San Antonio, 
where he felt inspired to return to 
school for the degree.

“I was working a federal case and 
witness after witness was coming 

through with advanced degrees and 
here I was being the case agent and 
didn’t have that. It was hanging over 
my head as something that I never 
finished,” Chance said. He knew about 
Wayland from other law enforcement 
officers and liked the faith tradition 
of the university, coupled with a term 
schedule that worked well with a job 
that essentially includes being on-call 
24 hours a day.

“The professors I had were 
phenomenal, and it was a very 
positive environment. They were all 
understanding, and I warned them 
there was a possibility of needing to 
run out of class. Thankfully that never 
happened,” said Chance, husband 
to Maria and father to two grown 
children. “The feeling of accomplishing 
something that is extremely difficult, 
especially when you’re working, 
is great. In law enforcement, it is 
important to seek out goals that give 
you a true sense of accomplishment.”

Rewards for hard work

He enrolled at Wayland in 2004 and 
earned the degree in 2006, then 
continued to move with the Rangers 
all over Texas, from Houston, Midland, 
Austin, Waco and a brief stint at the 
State Capitol before being promoted 
to Ranger chief. While he misses the 
excitement of working a case in the 
field, he enjoys the role of supporting 
his Rangers and advocating for 
resources that help them be effective. 
The job is humbling, he says, but highly 
rewarding. 

“I look back at the history of our 
organization, the legacy of the history 
of Texas and I want to help those who 
are the Rangers of today build on 
that, including doing things to better 
their lives and careers and the citizens 
of Texas,” he says. “You can look at 
what is going on these days, where it’s 
almost a war on law enforcement, and 
being in a position to build on a positive 
thing for our state is very rewarding to 
me now.”

Chance Collins, left, receives an official 
welcome from DPS Director Steven 

McCraw upon being promoted to chief of 
the Texas Rangers in July 2018.
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At one time in her life, Tracy Arthur didn’t even 
know that mediation existed as a resource, 
much less a career choice. But she isn’t 

the least bit surprised that she’s now in that very 
business, helping people in the Denver and Colorado 
Springs area bring peace out of conflict.

Arthur, a 1995 graduate of Wayland, is owner of 
Arthur Mediation Services, where she specializes 
in resolving disputes in real estate – to include 
homeowner associations and property management 
– as well as civil claims and elder care issues. In the 
role of mediator, Tracy comes to the table with the 
disputing parties as a neutral third party who then 
guides the discussion to an agreement.

Coming to the table

“We do not give legal advice or offer solutions, but 
we use our tools to open the conversation and 
help the parties talk about why they are there and 
what the best-case scenario would be,” said Tracy. 
“If they come to an agreement, then I write up a 
memorandum of understanding that becomes their 
contract.”

Tracy says that when two parties agree to mediation, 
there are definite benefits. First, they are coming 
in good faith to work toward a solution, which 
immediately helps their chances. If they are able to 
work out an agreement, then trust is built between 
the parties, which she says only improves future 
interactions both for them as well as for others. The 
communication skills passed along by a trained 
mediator are also a benefit for both parties, and 
avoiding a court case saves them money, time and 
possible smears to their reputation since there is no 
public record of mediation.

“In court, the judge doesn’t look at your personal 
story; they have to base decisions on the law. In 
mediation, we base a lot on the history and personal 
story on what led to the conflict,” she said. “The 
parties have the final say in what will happen, and 
that allows them to be creative and think outside the 
box for alternative ways to resolve the dispute. It’s a 
win-win situation.”

Alumnus living out her PEACEMAKER  
      cAlling As MEDIATOR

Tracy Arthur mediates a resolution session between two parties in her Colorado Springs office.
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where there is injury,
    pardon;

Roots of conflict

Conflict is nothing new to Tracy, 
having grown up with a single mother 
whose own issues made for a stressful 
relationship with her children. Tracy says 
she was in and out of foster homes 
from the age of 5, and was on probation 
during her youth after being kicked out 
of the house and then reported as a 
runaway. 

At age 14, Tracy became a ward of the 
court and soon went to live at Buckner 
Children’s Home in Lubbock, following 
her brother. But that brought new 
challenges, like sharing a room for the 
first time and having a home packed 
with house parents and 12 children, 
each with their own personalities and 
baggage. But at Buckner, she became 

a Christian and began attending church 
regularly, finding a new peace for her 
own turmoil.

When it came time for college, she 
again followed her brother to Wayland, 
declaring a double major in psychology 
and religion. She also reconciled 
with her mother, before she died 
unexpectedly during Tracy’s sophomore 
year. Tracy’s goal was to become a 
marriage and family counselor, so she 
headed to seminary afterward, earning 
a Master of Arts in Christian Education 
and one in Church and Community 
Development/Ministry.

She spent 13 years in children’s ministry, 

working with orphans in Russia for the 
majority of that time, and came away 
with some concerns about the conflict 
going on in churches, both inside the 
staff and within membership. She felt 
compelled to somehow be part of the 
solution, and she trained as a facilitator 
to work out disputes in nonprofits and 
corporations. Along the way, she met 
a woman who planted a seed about 
working as a mediator, giving Tracy the 
opportunity to be her own boss and live 
out her strengths.

Part of the solution

“Since college, I’ve taken all those 
personality tests and have been tracking 
them in my journal, and they all said 
that my top strength was peacemaking, 
being the person who offers relief from 
injustice,” she notes. “I like to bring 

people to peace and promote harmony. 
When people come to an agreement, I 
love that reconciliation, and I really feel 
like I’m doing what I’m called to do.”

 Tracy says not every dispute can be 
solved through mediation, especially if 
the parties are not willing to compromise 
or work out solutions together. That’s 
why she chose the tagline for her 
business, “The power in the decision lies 
with you.” Conflict resolution is hard, she 
says, but working through it provides 
great benefits such as improved 
communication. And there is something 
healing and freeing when things are 
called out and dealt with rather than 
swept under the rug.  

“I like being part of the solution, not 
the problem. I think my childhood has 
helped me do this because I can walk 
into a room and see exactly what’s 
wrong and try to fix it,” she said. “Now I 
am fixing things in a way that utilizes my 
gifts and tools without offering advice. 
This increases people’s self-confidence 
and motivation because they are 
creating their own solutions. And that 
helps breed better decision-making skills 
in the future.”

Tracy Arthur

“The power in the decision 

lies with you.”



where there is despair,
    hope;

When a young Emily Smith first arrived on the Wayland campus, she had the 
goal of becoming a doctor. Armed with a love for people and a desire to make 
a difference around the world, she declared a pre-med major.

Somewhere along the way, however, faculty mentors introduced her to another 
option for global impact, work in epidemiology, which is the study of distribution 
and determinants of health and disease conditions and events among a specific 
population.

“In one of Dr. Vaughn Ross’ classes, he brought in boxes of things he had collected in 
Kenya – artifacts, newspaper articles, etc.,” Smith recalls. “He told us he served as an 
epidemiologist in Kenya, and it was fascinating.”

That encounter, and a summer mission trip aboard the Mercy Ships to Honduras 
which involved shadowing physicians, began to change her thinking about what the 
future might hold. During that summer, Smith found herself asking more questions 
about populations, poverty and health care access.

The road to global health

After graduation in 2003, Emily married fellow WBU alum Mike Smith and the 
couple moved to South Carolina for him to serve on the pastoral staff at a large 
church. She applied to medical schools but did not get accepted, so she 
enrolled in a master’s degree in epidemiology at the University of South Carolina 
and “never looked back.” 

“I realized this fit my giftings so much better. It’s like the parts of the body they 
talk about in the Bible; we all have our role, and being an epidemiologist I can 
make just as much of an impact on people,” said Emily, who also earned her 
Ph.D. at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Emily started research at UNC-Chapel Hill with babies born to HIV 
positive mothers in Malawi, then began working with the Duke Global 
Health Institute and switched to global pediatric surgery as a focus. After 
working with Duke for two years, she was recruited to the faculty at 
Baylor University, where she currently serves as an Assistant Professor 

of Epidemiology and researcher, and remains an adjunct Assistant 
Professor of Global Health at Duke.

International influence

“This job is a dream for sure. I just didn’t know if the dream 
I had ever since I was a little girl and at WBU of being a 
missionary or working in global health would ever happen 
because it wasn’t happening for 10 years,” she says. 
“When it happened at UNC then I got the job at Duke, 
God just multiplied those efforts. I’m really thankful 
because He gave me more than I imagined.”

GLOBAL IMPACT

Emily Smith

Photo Credit: Robert Rogers, Baylor University

Dr. Smith making

through research role
By Teresa Young
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In her research role, Emily is designing 
data projects and implementing research 
that guides surgeons around the world 
who are dealing with children’s health 
issues. While the surgeons use their 
hands to heal patients, Dr. Smith has her 
hands on policy and data and each lead 
to improving the lives of children.

“The countries I work in are extremely 
poor; families live on $350 per year. Their 
ministries of health are very poor too, 
so they have to be strategic in how they 
spend that money,” she explains. “That’s 
where the data comes in - to determine 
how we can make the greatest impact to 
save the greatest number of children.”

The big picture

Emily is a researcher in a non-
governmental organization called the 
Global Initiative for Children’s Surgery, 
which brings together 200+ medical 
doctors, nurses and anesthesiologists 
from more than 50 countries. Smith works 
to advocate for their needs using the 
data. Her research has concentrated in 
Somaliland, one of the poorest countries 
in the world, but she has also studied 
trends in Ghana, Nigeria, Uganda, Latin 
America and the Congo. She also has 
new work developing in other low-income 
countries.

Smith says the main conditions that 
need surgery for these children are birth 
anomalies, like cleft palates, hydrocephaly, 
and conditions caused by lack of nutrition, 
proper prenatal care and other factors 
of poverty. The challenge globally, she 
says, is often a lack of qualified surgeons 
and operating rooms in poor countries, 
coupled with the distance to the facilities 
that makes travel too costly.

She hosts monthly researchers webinars 
with her colleagues from all over the world 
to mentor these researchers and surgeons 
who are conducting their own research in 
their countries.

“I’m a huge believer in knowing my place 
and partnering with others. I listen to what 
the local surgeons want and design my 
study around that. They are the teachers 
and I get to help with the data aspect,” 
she said. “It is so fulfilling. I can’t do 
the surgery but I can do this. It is really 
rewarding.

“The work is devastating, and I sometimes 
feel unqualified, but God did a great job 
of not letting me know. Now I have the 
advantage of seeing how He’s always 
been faithful to me, but at the time it felt 
like failure.”

Now Smith’s work with the Global Initiative 
for Children’s Surgery has taken her to the 

United Nations to advocate for universal 
health coverage. “Never in my wildest 
dreams would I have thought going to 
the UN was something I would do. But 
I’m able to use my training and skills for 
good now at these international stages for 
advocacy purposes.”

Passing the torch

From her current vantage point, Emily 
can easily look back and trace her path 
to epidemiology from faculty mentors at 
Wayland. Dr. Ross first introduced the work, 
and others on campus encouraged her to 
dream and trust God’s plan. She loved the 
example she saw in her mentor about doing 
important global work yet still being true to his 
family and faith.

“I really want to give that to my students 
now. I try to harness that excitement, 
because life will get hard and they will 
need that faith aspect to keep going. I 
am on a mission as a woman to speak 
about how you can be faithful to your call 
but also be faithful to your household,” 
noting that hers includes husband Mike, 
discipleship pastor at First Baptist Church 
in Woodway, daughter Bella, 10, and son 
Jonathan, 8. “I’m on a mission to redefine 
‘having it all,’ and I saw that in Dr. Ross 
when he talked about his family. God is 
multiplying my time and allowing me to do 
so much. And I’m extremely grateful.”

A surgical team performs a 
procedure on a child at the 
Edna Adan Hospital in Hargeisa, 
Somaliland
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Stan and Angie Burleson have made many moves throughout their 
marriage, but the most recent one has been one of the most challenging 
yet rewarding of their lives. The Burlesons serve as church planters in 

Lesotho, Africa, a small nation surrounded completely by South Africa. As 
Southern Baptist Direct missionaries through First Baptist Church in Perryton, 
Texas, the couple has completed two years of service in the impoverished 
nation, working in the Matsoku Valley and surrounding areas with a home base 
in Katse. They are now beginning their next two-year term to be completed in 
2021.

The journey to the mission field has been a long and winding one, with 
challenges along the way. Yet both will attest that God’s hand has been 
molding that road to prepare them for this moment in time.

Natives of Perryton, Stan and Angie met in sixth grade and dated in high 
school there before both coming to Wayland as an engaged couple. They 
married after their freshman year at WBU and lived in married housing while 
completing their degrees, her in education and him in music. Both worked on 
campus, Angie in the campus daycare center and Stan in the university store, 
working his way up to sales coordinator while also handling student textbook 
payments for the external campuses. 

Riding the corporate rails

After graduating in 1992, Angie taught in Plainview while Stan continued his 
degree, finishing in 1994. He stayed on with the bookstore for another year, 
then went to work for Family Christian Stores, starting at the bottom and 
working his way up to gift buyer, which meant moving the family to Michigan. 
Then everything changed.

“God told us to go back to Texas, right back to where Stan started,” recalls 
Angie of the move back to Lubbock. “I think that was a huge part of the plan 
that God had for us to get us on the mission field. Number one, we listened to 
God.”

When God 
     calls...

Learning about 

Lesotho
Pronounced: luh soo’ too

Location: Southernmost part of Africa, 
surrounded by South Africa

Population: 2.2 million over 11,718 
square miles

Structure: Constitutional monarchy, 
earned independence from England in 
1966

Religion: Ancestral, 80% claim Christian 
or Roman Catholic

Language: Sesotho and English are 
primary

Source: www.nationsonline.org

By Teresa Young

The Katse Reservoir in Lesotho, 
where Stan and Angie minister.

Alumni ministering to 
“Kingdom in the Sky”
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where there is darkness, 
    light;

Stan went back to his music roots, 
serving in a church part-time 
while with Family Christian Stores, 
eventually leaving the retail world to 
be an elementary music teacher and 
then into full-time music ministry in 
Ozona, Texas. While there, Angie 
was invited to attend a mission trip to 
Belarus with a longtime friend.

“It changed me and changed my 
whole outlook on life. I came back 
and said, ‘Stan, you really need to go 
with me next year,’” she recalls. “Stan 
went back with me that next year, just 
before we moved to Seminole, Texas, 
where he would serve as the music 
minister. He also came back changed 
from that mission trip, and we knew 
God was calling us to missions.”

Defining and refining the call

When some visiting missionaries 
shared at Seminole, Angie 
bombarded them with questions, 
prompting the visitors to sense 
their call to missions. But the path 
wasn’t really clear yet. Soon, the 
couple felt the call to return home to 
FBC Perryton, Texas as music and 
missions pastor.

“God obviously knew what He was 
doing. In His sovereignty, He put 
Lesotho in front of our church and us 
within a few months of us getting to 
Perryton,” said Stan. “We had Mission 
Aviation Fellowship missionaries come 
to share with us, and they invited 
anyone who wanted to come visit 
them. Two high school girls really felt 
led to go there, so the next summer, 
in 2009, the church took its first 
mission trip there.”

On that first trip, Stan met Jim and 
Teresa Flora, International Mission 
Board missionaries in Lesotho. Over 
the next eight years, the church sent 
more than 20 teams to the African 
nation, with Stan attending 2-4 trips 
each year. The church agreed to 
adopt a valley to focus their work, and 
the Matsoku Valley was chosen on a 
vision trip. 

“I was nervous, casting this vision that 
God put upon my heart. I stood in 
this valley and just looked at the huge 
mountains and villages, some you 
could see and some you couldn’t see, 
and wondered how this little church 
in the corner of the Texas panhandle 
could do this,” Stan said. “But like 

Stan and Angie Burleson 

A girl who Stan and Angie 
minister to in Lesotho
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everything, it wasn’t about us doing 
it; God would do it. We just had to be 
obedient.”

After years of trips to Lesotho, the 
Burlesons finally decided it was time to 
make the move. Their two daughters 
were out of high school, and the church 
agreed to be their sending partner. They 
raised additional support quickly and 
arrived in Africa in early December 2016, 
just in time to help complete the last six 
months of a national feeding program 
that was supporting 750 families during 
a historic drought.

A different world

Life in Lesotho was a change for the 
Texans in many ways. But they were 
accustomed to the country, had met 
many people and ministered already, 
making the transition a bit easier. 
Still, full-time missionary life was an 
adjustment.

“I did not grow up around agriculture 
at all, so it’s crazy to see how God has 
taken us to a place where we literally 
are watching for goats and sheep and 
cattle and oxcarts and shepherds, just 
like in biblical times. And there is dirt 

everywhere,” Stan laughs. “We have 
never been huge outdoor people but 
now we climb up and down mountains 
and down trails and streams, and we 
ride horses.”

But most importantly, they love on 
the Basotho people and spread the 
gospel in creative ways through building 
relationships. But the work is not 
without challenges. While the Basotho 
are open to the gospel generally, they 
are heavily entrenched in ancestral 
worship and African traditions such as 
the sangoma, or witch doctors. 

Challenges and rewards

Many people are subsistence farmers, 
growing primarily corn and raising sheep 
for wool and mohair for the clothing 
industry. The HIV epidemic left many 
orphans behind in care of single parents 
or grandparents. School is provided 
through grade seven for free, with 
additional schooling costing money 
many families cannot afford. 

Angie runs a “mobile mom” program 
where women believers check in on 
2-12 orphans at least once per week 
to ensure they are healthy, fed, clothed 

and have adequate shelter. Any special 
needs are reported to Angie for possible 
solutions. The focus currently is on new 
clothing at Christmas as well as blankets 
and sleeping mats for the orphans, and 
about 250 are served throughout their 
ministry area. The moms also meet 
monthly for Bible study, an educational 
lesson, health lesson, and to learn a 
new Bible story they can then teach the 
children on their visits. 

“We are trying to work ourselves out 
of a job essentially. We’re trying to 
train disciple-makers, using the four 
fields process of planting, developing, 
harvesting and reproducing. We go 
in with the two kingdoms gospel 
presentation and the Basotho respond 
since they know what a kingdom is; 
they live in one,” said Stan. “We’re trying 
to set them up for a lifetime of Bible 
study. We have Bibles available for them 
and they want to learn.

“Our biggest message to other believers 
is that being obedient and available is 
the most important thing in our walk 
with Christ. When God calls, we must 
surrender ourselves and say, ‘Yes.’”
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• Send volunteer teams 

• Provide financial support for the Burlesons 

 (fbcperryton.org) 

• Remember Stan and Angie in your prayers 

• Contact Stan and Angie on Facebook  

   (Stan Angie Burleson)

• Email Stan and Angie at stangieb1990@gmail.com

How you can help:
Teacher finds a new calling 
in Lesotho work

Rod Hite was at a 
crossroads in life when 
God laid the opportunity for 
overseas missions in his lap. 
After losing his wife Linda 
to cancer in late 2017, the 
Dallas-area teacher wasn’t 
sure what the future held. 

“I told God, ‘I’ll do whatever 
you want me to do.’ That 
morning at school, I got a 
Facebook message from 
Stan Burleson about coming 
to work with them,” recalls 
Rod, a 1989 graduate of 
Wayland. “My first response 
was that I don’t have a 
reason to say no. If God has 
opened this door, I’m going.”

At the end of the school 
year, he spent the summer 
traveling, then headed 
to Lesotho to work 
alongside the Burlesons 
for three months. With his 
background, Rod spent his 
time doing pastoral training 
and discipleship, and he had 
the opportunity to baptize 
two men with whom he 
had worked closely before 
leaving for home.

“I loved seeing God work 
in such a dark place with 
the ancestral worship and 
such,” he said. “To see God 
break down those barriers 
and use people in mighty 
ways was pretty powerful. I 
was ministering to a woman 
who lost her husband, and 
being able to use my own 
pain to minister to her was a 
blessing.”

Though Rod and Stan were 
not at Wayland together, 
they met through the 
Panhandle Singing Men 
of Texas and have kept in 
touch on social media. And 
while Rod said he’d never 
have expected to visit Africa, 
he was grateful for the 
opportunity to serve.

God continued working 
through Rod. As his time in 
Lesotho was drawing to a 
close, a church in Brazoria, 
Texas, was seeking a 
music minister and another 
WBU alum, Tom Tillman, 
suggested they contact Rod. 
He visited in early February, 
was called to the church 
later that month and began 
serving in March. 

Rod Hite and his ministry group

Stan and Thato, a member 
of his ministry group
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As a former pastor and Christian broadcaster, 
Ken Haney was no stranger to ministry, but his 
current role is a ministry he never imagined. 

Ken is a full-time chaplain with Interim Hospice in 
Amarillo and owns a private counseling practice as 
well.

In this role, Ken understands being an instrument of 
peace to those who are hurting and in need of comfort.

“In counseling, I use Restoration Therapy, which focuses 
on helping people recognize the messages they tell 
themselves about love and trust. If they feel unloved, 
there is psychological pain that undermines trust,” he 
says. “By helping them recognize truth and that they 
are loved by God for who they are, it helps them find 
their identity in Christ and lay down the pain of negative 
messages from themselves or friends and family. When 
they are able to lay down all this fear and see the truth of 
their identity in Christ, it’s freeing.”

The winding journey

Getting to this new role meant some challenges and 
a few divine placements. After spending 25 years in 
Christian radio at various stations, Ken found himself 

replaced by technology and looking for what the next 
leg of his life’s journey would entail. He decided getting 
a college degree would be a natural step to finding 
direction and gaining tools for a new career.

Of course, it was an uphill climb. He completed an 
associate degree at Amarillo College, then transferred to 
Wayland for a degree in business. The Christian aspect 
really appealed to him, and the 11-week format of 
classes meant he could accelerate the degree process.

“When I went back to school I was 42, had a wife and 
two kids and was pastoring a church as well as working 
a few part-time jobs to make ends meet. It was definitely 
a challenge to balance all that,” Haney said. “I’d get up 
at 4:30 in the morning and do some homework and 
could squeeze some in during the day. It definitely took 
some commitment and some focus and organization to 

By Teresa Young heals the hurting

Ken Haney prays for his client at the end of a session at his 
counseling practice in Amarillo, Texas. Ken is also a hospice 
chaplain in the city, spending many hours listening to families and 
praying with them.

Restoration 
   therapy
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make that happen.”

Starting a career in care

While in school, Ken took a chaplaincy 
job at Tyson Foods, providing spiritual 
care and some light counseling for team 
members and providing resources much 
like a social worker. He enjoyed the work 
but also felt limited.

“While I knew a lot about the Bible, I 
didn’t know much about how to apply 
it,” he says. “While at Tyson, people 
would bring their problems to me, and 
often I recognized it was over my head 
and we would refer them to a counselor. 
I felt that limitation really personally and 
wanted to have those skills. I wanted to 
be able to take people who are in pain 
and help them make changes in their 
thinking and relieve that pain.”

Ken says he really didn’t set out to 
become a counselor, though he followed 
his business degree at Wayland with 
the master’s degree in counseling at 
West Texas A&M. He put off taking the 
state licensure test for two years after 
the degree, but passed and started the 
journey toward completing internship 
hours in the next two years. 

A presence and a peace

Both of his roles deal with helping people 
heal, but they have marked differences.

“Hospice is more focused on end-of-life 
issues, grief and loss. And chaplains 
have a ministry of presence; sometimes 
I walk in and just sit and don’t say 
much. My presence often brings some 
peace to the family and the patient,” he 
explains. “In counseling, I can sit silently, 
but not for long if we want to reach our 
objectives. That’s the biggest difference.”

The rewards come from seeing 

individuals change and become 
empowered to control their lives. Ken 
is careful to avoid building dependency 
on him, choosing instead to give people 
the tools to resolve issues that may arise 
repeatedly. Helping couples heal their 
marriages is especially rewarding. 

There have been a few keys to his 
success, he believes.

“It’s always helpful for me to normalize 
their pain. People suffering seem to 
feel like they are weak, or shouldn’t be 
struggling. I use scripture to point out 
that Jesus grieved and that we don’t 
have to like our suffering but there is a 
purpose for it. I let them know they have 
every right to be sad,” he says.

“There is also the element of acceptance. 
In working with elderly, you deal with 
a lot of loss – losing their identity, their 

functions, their independence. Other 
people are making decisions for them… 
so they are in a constant state of loss. I 
let them know it’s OK to be sad but there 
is an acceptance that they are coming 
to the end of life and God has wonderful 
things for them.” 

“I use scripture to point out that Jesus grieved 

and that we don’t have to like our suffering but 

there is a purpose for it.”

where there is sadness,
     joy;

Counselor Ken Haney listens 
to a client and provides some 
meaningful tips for moving 
through her situation in a 
healthy manner.
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While serving in the U.S. Army, now retired Master 
Sgt. Elizabeth Helm-Frazier recalls seeing a 
popular photo of two uniformed black women 

inspecting two other black females. She was intrigued. 
Who were these women? And what were they doing? 
She had to know.

The answer sent Elizabeth on a long journey that would 
culminate in a monument honoring those very women 
and bringing attention to a little-known troop of African 
American women.

It was 2003 when Elizabeth learned the full story on the 
6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion that served 
in World War II, landing on the shores of Birmingham, 
England, in February 1945. A unit of 824 enlisted 
women and 31 officers gleaned from existing forces, 
the “Six Triple Eight” was under the leadership of Major 
Charity Adams, the first black woman to earn the rank of 
lieutenant colonel in the Army. 

A monumental task

Their mission was unique: sort through a two-year 
backlog of mail sent to U.S. soldiers – housed in airplane 
hangars due to the enormity – and deliver it to the right 
men. In six months. After some training in Georgia, the 
ladies were sent to England.

“Imagine from floor to ceiling this hangar is stuffed with 
mail. Now imagine two to three hangars… it was a two-
year backlog of mail in there,” says Elizabeth, a 1999 
graduate of the San Antonio campus. “It was not easy. 

It was World War II, and service members were moving 
quite frequently. The unit did three shifts a day, seven 
days a week and were so good at their job that they did it 
all in three months.”

Impressed with the 6888th’s success, the Army then 
shipped the unit to France, where they tackled another 
few years of backlog. Also in three months. The unit was 
shipped back to New Jersey and disbanded in 1946 with 
no fanfare.

Elizabeth points out that the task was far from glamorous. 
The hangars were cold, dirty and dark, and the sound of 
bombs was a regular occurrence.  Mail was sometimes 
addressed to “Robert Smith, U.S. Army,” with no clues 
to narrow that down. Some were addressed to men 
who had died in the war already. The women became 
detectives of sorts as they tried to match the mail with 
the right serviceman. It was an important task.

“I learned that their motto was ‘no mail, low morale,’ and 
that kept them going,” says Elizabeth. “When I was active 
duty, mail was important. It could turn a bad day into a 
good day. It was a lifesaver, literally.”

Joining the cause

When Elizabeth found Maj. Adams autobiography, “One 
Woman’s Army,” she began buying them for young 
military women as an encouragement. Then in early 
2018, someone randomly handed her a flyer about a 
fundraising effort for a memorial for the 6888th Battalion, 
to be erected at Buffalo Soldier Monument Park at Fort 

Paying 
tribute
By Teresa Young

Members of the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion

Alumnus instrumental in 
honoring little-known troops
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Leavenworth, Kan. She mailed 
off her $68.88 donation with 
a note: How can I help? Soon 
she had a phone call and a new 
project. 

She and an interested neighbor, 
Edna Cummings, joined a small 
team that set out to raise the 
remaining $65,000 needed to 
complete the monument. They 
made appearances on talk 
shows, wrote letters and made 
personal pleas, especially at 
the Veteran’s Administration 
headquarters in Washington, 
D.C., where Elizabeth works as 
executive assistant to the chief 
information security officer. 

The money trickled in, and by 
June they reached the goal, 
starting the process of getting 
permission for the monument 
and double-checking the long 
list of battalion members who 
would be listed on the memorial. 
A dedication ceremony was 
held Nov. 30, with five of the 
seven living unit members in 
attendance, their faces beaming 
at the honor.

“I would go through all of this 
again just to see the look on 
their faces. It was all about 
them,” said Elizabeth. “It was 
really a great thing to do for 
these women. When they 
returned to the States, most of 
them got out of the military, went 
back home and went on about 
their lives. They went to school 
and had kids and never talked 
about their service. That era was 
like that.”

Her own journey

The project and the event were 
particularly moving for Elizabeth, 
herself an African American 
Army veteran. The Largo, 
Fla., native joined the military 

to improve her life and that of two younger 
brothers still at home, to travel and to be on 
her own. She was 20, and community college 
wasn’t working out.

While stationed at Fort Sam Houston in 
San Antonio, Elizabeth decided to finish her 
degree, and met Wayland academic advisors 
on base who helped her get started there 
and then continued her coursework online 
after being deployed overseas. She finished 
in 1999 but was en route to Germany for 
another assignment during graduation.

Elizabeth retired from the Army in 2006 with 
25 years and 10 months under her belt. She 
stayed in Maryland and finished her master’s 
degree with University of Phoenix. She soon 
became a military contractor, then became a 
civilian employee of the government, moving 
to the VA in 2011. 

Spreading the story

Besides the monument work, Elizabeth 
stayed on to help produce a documentary film 
about the battalion, a 72-minute production 
featuring interviews of the seven living 
members and great photos from the era. The 
film premiered at the Women’s Military Service 
Museum in Arlington, Va., in March and 
other showings are forthcoming. 

For Elizabeth’s part, she is 
determined to keep sharing 
the tale of the “Six Triple Eight” 
and the impact they made on 
soldiers who were fighting 
a tough war for American 
freedoms. She recently 

learned that the U.S. Senate has approved 
the Meritorious Unit Citation, and she’s 
working on getting medals issued to the 
family members of those already gone. 

The project has become a part of her, as 
evidenced by a photo captured during the 
monument’s dedication. During a quiet alone 
moment near the memorial, Elizabeth was 
moved by the enormity of it all.

“We were all kind of buzzing around and 
taking pictures. At one point, I said I needed 
to touch it for all the people who donated, for 
my mom who died in 2016, my brother who 
died in April 2018 and all the donors. I took 
my gloves off and just wanted to touch it with 
my bare hands. I was touching it for all those 
people,” she recalled with emotion. “I realized 
that this monument is real, and generations 
from now on will know when they come 
visit it that the women of the 6888th also 
guaranteed their freedom.”

Elizabeth Helm-Frazier reflects 
at the monument showcasing 

Battalion Commander Maj. 
Charity Adams and recognizing all 

members of the 6888 battalion.
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It seemed like an ordinary day and a normal school 
assembly at Mesa Elementary in Clovis, N.M. The 
New Mexico Secretary of Education, Christopher 

Ruszkowski, was on hand to celebrate the 
school’s A rating for the year, and another 

visitor is present to make a special 
announcement.

At the end of the day, fourth-grade teacher 
Silvia Miranda would walk away with a 

$25,000 check as the winner of the 
Milken Educator Award for New Mexico 

for 2018-19. A program of the Milken 
Family Foundation, educators 

have been honored since 1987 in 
an effort to recognize early- to 
mid-career teachers for their 
achievements as well as the 
promise of what they will 

accomplish in the future.  

Clovis graduate honored as

in New Mexico

outstanding 
educator

      Silvia Miranda and her  
 daughter smile as the  
           assembly of students cheer 
when she is presented with the 
Milken Educator Award.

By Teresa Young
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“When the Milken Educator Award was mentioned, I 
immediately started thinking about all my colleagues,” 
said Miranda, who earned her master’s degree 
at Wayland’s Clovis campus in 2013. “Both my 
daughters have gone to this school since kindergarten 
and have had remarkable teachers. I never once 
thought that it might be me.”

Miranda was singled out for her work in improving 
the writing skills for her students, leading them to 
outperform school, district and state averages on 
assessments in reading, writing and math. Besides 
the cash award, Miranda got to attend a forum for 
professional development and networking with other 
leading educators around the country.

Back to the beginning

Silvia knew she was destined to become a teacher 
from a young age. Coming from a low socioeconomic 
position, she says she learned early on that education 
was the key to a better future. 

“My parents instilled in me that I had the power to 
change my circumstances,” said Miranda. “Great 
teachers who motivated and believed in me also 
inspired me to become a teacher and a lifelong 
learner. I also love working with kids: I love their 
energy, their drive, their randomness and their 
contagious love for life.”

While she’s been teaching for some time now, 
Miranda decided to pursue the advanced degree as 
part of a love for learning and to be better equipped to 
teach the current generation of students. She chose 

Wayland since it was close to home, had smaller 
classes and flexible, shorter semesters that allowed 
her to reach her goal of completing the Master of 
Education in one year. 

From passion to power

“Literacy has always been my passion, and I wanted 
to be an expert at what I love,” Miranda said. 
“Wayland allowed me to customize my plan and 
achieve my goals in my own time. I also enjoyed 
receiving high-quality education from professors that 
are still stakeholders in my community’s education.”

When it comes to writing, Miranda says there is no 
one secret to teaching the subject, though improving it 
seems to have a ripple effect across other disciplines. 
That’s why she advocates intertwining writing into all 
subject areas, thus building their skill in that area as 
well as others.

“We need to provide our students with authentic 
texts that model great writing, and we need to teach 
our kids to think and analyze these texts critically, 
not just focusing on the content, but exploring word 
choice, text structure and author’s voice,” she said. 
“Exposing my students to outstanding literature, and 
then equipping them with the confidence they need 
to put their thoughts into powerful words, has proven 
to be effective in improving my students’ writing. 
When I teach writing, my main goal is to help students 
uncover their voices and to realize that words are, in 
fact, a powerful way to make a difference.”

Silvia’s fourth-grade students join her in celebrating her receiving a Milken Educator Award from the Milken Foundation.



By Teresa Young

Faith, hard work 
and the hardwood

Former Flying Queen honored by WBHOF

Carolyn Bush Roddy, a Flying Queen from 1973-75, scrambles for the ball in this file photo.
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Much has changed in the years since Carolyn 
Bush Roddy burned up the basketball court 
in Kingston, Tenn., as a teenager. The game 

for women was still half-court or rover rules, and the 
lanky Carolyn was admittedly not a shining star at the 
beginning.

“In 1966, I was 6’ 2” and 145 pounds soaking wet, and 
Coach (Freddie) Wilson decided that I would be a guard. 
The one and only assignment I had was to rebound the 
basketball and get it to my teammate, who would bring 
the ball up the court and get it to the forwards,” recalled 
Carolyn. “I was really spastic, and I could not walk and 
chew gum at the same time! However, Coach Wilson 
saw something in me and kept working to help me get 
better.”

Wilson’s training and Carolyn’s hard work obviously paid 
off, as 53 years later she is honored as one of the greats 
in the game by the Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame in 
Knoxville, Tenn., in a June 8 ceremony.

Racking up honors

Carolyn left her hometown with several all-district, 
all-regional and sub-state honors, named MVP at 12 
different tournaments her senior year and chosen for the 
Tennessee All-Star Game. She’d also testify in federal 
court on behalf of women for Title IX, which changed the 
women’s game and women’s sports forever.

She first took her skills to nearby Hiwassee College, 
where she continued to rack up honors for both 
defensive and offensive play and was named MVP of the 
National Junior College Tournament her second year. 
Wayland Coach Harley Redin was at that tournament 
and contacted Carolyn’s coach to invite her to visit. 
There, she was introduced to Coach Dean Weese, who 
had just been named head coach of the Flying Queens 
program for the coming year, and the rest of the Wayland 
family that would soon become her own in 1973.

The honors continued for Carolyn, named AAU All-
American and Rookie of the Year in 1974 and a Kodak 
All-American and a Street & Smith All-American in 1975. 
The Queens made the national tournament all three of 
her years at WBU, and Carolyn was an MVP for several 
tournaments during her tenure. She was also selected 
to play on USA teams that toured Russia, China, Taiwan, 
Japan and Korea. Her USA team won gold in the 1975 
Pan American Games. 

Carolyn’s full honors are extensive, but her fondest 
memories were of the teammates who became friends 
along the way. She notes that she had the pleasure 
of playing with and against Pat Summitt, Lusia Harris, 

Nancy Lieberman and Annie 
Myers Drysdale, just to name 
a few. 

Giving back

After graduation, she turned 
down an offer to play overseas 
to return to Tennessee, hoping 
to give back to her community. 
She directed basketball camps 
for ages 5-15 for several 
summers, then directed two 
professional ball camps. She 
served as coaching staff at 
Coach Summitt’s basketball 
camps at Tennessee for 15 
years and at Clemson for 7 
years. 

She then joined her Wayland coach, Dean Weese, in 
his new role as coach of the Dallas Diamonds, where 
she played for three seasons before retiring from play in 
1982 and moving back to Tennessee. Carolyn worked in 
government plants before moving back into basketball, 
this time in the coaching arena. She spent a year as 
assistant coach at Roane State Community College, 
three years as head coach of Hiwassee College and 
three years as head coach at Knoxville College.

She then joined the staff of the Michael Dunn Center 
in Kingston, which provides services for the mentally 
challenged, working her way from personal care 
assistant to quality assurance case manager with a 
caseload of 34. Carolyn and husband Steve have two 
sons, Courtney and Brent.

A strong foundation of faith, rooted in the love of the 
grandmother who raised her, has been Carolyn’s 
constant through a life of adventure and athletics. 

“From the beginning of my early childhood throughout 
my basketball career and up to the present time, one 
thing has remained in my life, and that is my love for 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He is and has been my rock, my 
anchor, my refuge and my leaning post,” she said. “He 
has been my everything, and I thank Him for having 
mercy on me and introducing me to salvation.”

“One thing has remained in my 
life, and that is my love for the 

Lord Jesus Christ.”

Carolyn Bush Roddy
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When Tulia rancher S. F. Flores 
and his wife Leetta made a gift 
to Wayland Baptist University in 

1959, they likely had no idea the impact 
that generous gift would have on the 
small liberal arts college on the Texas 
Plains. WBU was founded in 1908 – and 
the dividends from the Flores gift continue 
to bless the school.

S.F. Flores learned the cattle business 
from his father, who raised his family in 
several Texas counties before moving to 
the Texas Panhandle in 1888 when S.F. 
was 20. He worked as a cowboy on a 
smaller ranch and married Jennie Lynch 
two years later. He begun building a 
homestead for the couple near Dimmitt, 
Texas. He sold the property after three 
years of improvements and purchased 
a small herd of cattle with the proceeds. 
They moved to Tulia and both joined the 
First Baptist Church just after the turn of 
the century, remaining highly active for the 
rest of their lives. 

Flores continued to raise cattle and 
purchased a large ranch in Sherman 
County near Stratford. In the 1920s he 
begun adding more land and buildings 
to his investment portfolio in and around 

Tulia. He worked at First National Bank 
first as a vice president, then as a 
president for 20 years. He was active in 
other community development efforts 
including the purchase of land for the 
future Swisher County hospital. 

When natural gas and oil were discovered 
across the panhandle in the mid-1920s, 
Flores’ land jumped in value due to rich 
natural gas wells. But just a few years 
later, Jennie’s health declined and she 
died in June 1929. Now a widower with 
no children, Flores divested his bank 
stock shortly before the stock market 
collapse and went on an extended 
vacation to rest. In April 1930 he married 
widow Leetta Heflin, who brought her 
own money to the marriage and easily 
acclimated to life in Tulia.

The Floreses continued their business 
ventures and banking in Tulia for many 
years. Their philanthropic efforts began at 
their church with regular tithing as well as 
special gifts such as a new grand piano, 
pew cushions and building campaign 
contributions. He became good friends 
with then-pastor Neil Record and trusted 
him deeply. 

A former Plainview resident who was a 
family friend of WBU founder Dr. J.H. 
Wayland, Leetta Flores actually made 
the first gift to Wayland to fund a new 
Bible building. However, there was some 
concern from the couple when the 
building construction did not get started 
right away. Record investigated the 
matter and found the money was intact 
at Wayland but was not enough to build 
the building. Soon, S.F. Flores arrived 
with another $50,000 to complete the 
building and the edifice in their name was 
completed in the fall of 1959. Shortly after 
that gift, he deeded a 1,650-acre tract of 
land in Swisher County to the school. 

In January 1959, the college announced 
the receipt of what was then the largest 
gift ever given to a Texas Baptist 
institution. S. F. Flores had deeded 
27 sections of land in the Panhandle 
to Wayland upon his death. Unofficial 
estimates of the land value at that time 
ranged from $2-3 million, excluding oil 
and gas revenues.

When S.F. Flores died in 1966 at age 98, 
Wayland began realizing revenues from 
its new property assets and the lease 
agreements with farmers. This pattern 
has continued over the decades, creating 
endowment funds that have kept the 
university going in some leaner times in 
its history. The land and its benevolence 
remain intact with a few changes, 
including some wind turbines added a 
few years ago. 

So for the past 60 years the university 
has been blessed year after year by the 
generosity of a simple, humble farm and 
ranch couple from Tulia who probably 
never would have imagined the difference 
they were making.

Flores gift has 
blessed for 60 years

Mr. and Mrs. S.F. Flores (right) 
join then-president Dr. A. 
Hope Owen in a ceremonial 
groundbreaking for a new Bi-
ble building on campus in their 
name in this 1958 file photo. 
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“Aubrey and I were so blessed by Wayland during our time 
here; we love this place and the people. We have been giving 
back to Wayland’s endowed scholarships since graduation. 
Impact 2020 Campaign was another opportunity for us to 
bless others and now we are giving a little more for this great 
cause. We would encourage you to make a gift to help close 
out this fundraising campaign.”

- Johnny Terra

Wayland is the home to great Pioneers, and we have big plans for our 
future. Impact 2020 is the most robust campaign in school history, 
and seeks to raise more than $30 million to impact every Wayland 
location across the US. Our big projects include renovating and 
adding to the School of Math and Sciences, creating a new athletic 
training facility and restoring Gates Hall. Impact 2020 also seeks to 
raise money for student scholarships and continuous support across 

the Wayland system. 

With 2020 right around the corner, we are in the final 
push for this capital campaign. Wayland needs your 

help to complete this campaign and finish strong. 

When you give to Impact 2020, you are investing 
in Wayland’s future and unlocking the potential of 
our students. 

Give now at impactwayland.com

Campaign Total

Unlocking the potential of 
Wayland Baptist University

We need your help to 
finish strong!

$30M Comprehensive Goal

$26.8M90%

Alumni

Friends

Corp/Found

Employees

Participation

42%

34%

14%

11%Alumni

Friends

Corp/Found

Employees

K
atie W

oody P
hotography

Johnny Terra BBA’11 MBA’12 and wife Aubrey BSIS’14
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The Impact 2020 campaign includes 
plans for a new, state-of-the-art 
athletic training facility for our athletes. 
This 10,000 square-foot facility 
will include all new strength and 
conditioning equipment, an indoor 
sprint track and dressing areas for 
men and women.

We need your help in raising the 
remaining funds for this $2.5 million 
facility.

Wayland Baptist University - Plainview, Texas
Proposed Additions & Renovations to the Moody Science Building
Rendering Looking Southeast Towards Lab Addition & Greenhouse - December 2018

26 We are Wayland



As you can imagine, the past 100 
years have taken a toll on this 
beautiful building. One of the goals of 
Impact 2020 is to make restorations 
to Gates Hall. These upgrades will 
allow Gates Hall to continue to be a 
hub for Wayland students, faculty, 
staff and alumni.

We have already raised $500,000 
toward this project.

Wayland has a strong history of 
supporting its students through 
scholarships. In order to attract 
the best students, we need 
to increase our scholarship 
support.

Impact 2020 seeks to raise 
an additional $5.5 million for 
scholarships and has already 
received commitments of just 
over $4 million toward that goal. 

Wayland Baptist University - Plainview, Texas
Proposed Additions & Renovations to the Moody Science Building
Rendering Looking Southeast Towards Lab Addition & Greenhouse - December 2018

Our undergraduate majors are not your typical undergraduate students; many 
perform graduate-level research and compete at state and national events. 
The amazing work our students and faculty are doing in the School of Math & 
Sciences requires an equally amazing space as we move into a new era at Wayland.
We have raised more than half of our $7.5 million goal! 
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homewayland homecoming 2019

College is often a second home for many young people, 
and Wayland has been home to some of the best. This 
year, we’re inviting you to come back “home” to Wayland 
and celebrate a place and the people that have impacted 
you so much.

Homecoming 2019 is slated for Nov. 1-2 on the Plainview 
campus, with some of the traditional favorite activities and 
a few new offerings. Honor classes are those ending in 9, 
with the Class of 1969 celebrating its 50th reunion this year. 
Other classes being featured are 1979, 1989, 1999 and 
2009.

“While our honor classes may be celebrating milestones, 
homecoming is really for everyone. If you graduated near 
these classes, you probably know some of them and would 
love to catch up during this fun-filled weekend on campus,” 
said Teresa Young, director of alumni relations. “Whether 
your class is honored or not, you’re still part of the family 
and all the activities will still be meaningful to anyone who 
attended this campus. It’s a great time to reminisce, see 
familiar places and some new ones and experience the 
buzz of college life once more, even if only for a few days.”

Homecoming chapel will take place at 11 a.m. on Friday, 
featuring recognition of honor classes, a panel of alumni 
sharing their memories and the International Choir 
performing. The afternoon is ideal for taking campus 
tours, meeting with classmates in honor class reunions 
or in popular hangouts, or taking in campus art exhibits 
or the Jimmy Dean Museum. There will also be a guest 
lecture in the School of Math and Sciences that afternoon. 
The evening’s dinner banquet will be a treat, a chance 
to recognize our honor classes again and hand out our 
Distinguished Alumni Awards and the Pioneers of Promise 
Awards for current students. 

Homecoming weekend 
planned with activities 
for everyone

Gates Hall is decorated with banners 
for Homecoming events
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Nov. 1 & 2, 2019
The weekend will include theatre performances of the comedy 
Sylvia, the Athletic Hall of Honor Induction, choir reunion and 
mini-concert, men’s basketball games for the McDonald’s 
Pioneer Classic and the Saturday football game vs. Oklahoma 
Panhandle State. The stadium lot will be abuzz with Pioneer 
Palooza before the game, featuring food, entertainment, 
inflatables for the kids and other free activities. Then we’ll crown 
the homecoming queen and king at halftime.

Last year’s addition of the Homecoming Headquarters in Gates 
Hall will return, offering a hub for information, directions, tours 
and more for weekend guests. A new offering of a Saturday 
morning “Coffee and Convo” time for young alumni will be held 
at the popular Broadway Brew. And the traditional homecoming 

bonfire and pep rally will be back with a twist, followed by 
S’moresfest in Moody Marsh. 

“The college years are unlike any other time in our lives, and they 
evoke such strong memories and nostalgia. Homecoming is a 
great way to ignite that again, catch up with friends and enjoy it 
all over again,” Young said. “We hope you’ll make plans now to 
join us in November!”

The full homecoming schedule is online at  
www.wbualumni.com/homecoming, along with links to 
register your attendance. For more information, contact the 
Alumni Office at (806) 291-3600.

• Angela Boyd, BA’92, Distinguished Alumni Award: One of the 
earliest graduates of the engineering partnership with Texas Tech, 
Boyd has spent 24 years as an engineer for the Lower Colorado River 
Authority. She is currently serving as manager of plant engineering at 
Fayette Power Plant in Texas.

• Brandon Inman, BA’98, Distinguished Alumni Award: A former 
Pioneer baseball player, Inman has created a successful State Farm 
Insurance agency in Monahans, Texas, and has become an active 
member of the small town community. He has also been a generous 
supporter of the WBU baseball program.

• Dr. Vaughn Ross, BS’67, Distinguished Alumni Award: Ross 
spent several years as a missionary epidemiologist in Kenya, then 
was instrumental in helping Wayland build a partnership in the African 
nation to provide degrees for pastors. He then joined the WBU science 
faculty in 1994 and retired in 2009 as emeritus professor of biology. 

• Bradley Sell, BA’11, Distinguished Young Alumni Award: Sell 
purchased the Broadway Brew, a coffee shop and hangout in 
downtown Plainview. The Brew is a popular spot for WBU staff and 
students. He is active in the community and Chamber of Commerce 
and serves on the alumni board.

• Dr. Vernon, BA’59, and Mrs. Belva Stokes, BS’60, 
Distinguished Benefactor Award: Since graduating and enjoying 
successful careers in public school education, the Stokeses have 
been constant supporters of their alma mater, establishing endowed 
scholarships and contributing financially to almost every cause on 
campus. Vernon is also an Emeritus Trustee of the WBU Board, 
serving 20 years and once as chairman.

• Danny Murphree, BA’69, Distinguished Lifetime Service Award: 
Murphree came to Wayland to run track, then stayed to help coach 
the Pioneer runners. He has served in various roles at the university for 
more than 30 years and managed Wayland’s farm and mineral leases 
for many years.

Alumni Awards
The following alumni will be honored during homecoming weekend this November:
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Geology major 
learning more than just

ROCKS

W
hile visiting Wayland during Big Weekend, San Antonio native Josh 
Wynn was guided to the table for geology majors by his mother, who 
knew her son liked rocks and noticed the line was empty. That initial 

encounter ended up being his introduction to his new home.

Josh is still playing with rocks as a senior majoring in both geology 
and mathematics at WBU. And he’s been quite successful, diving into 
undergraduate research and presenting his findings to varied audiences.

This spring, his research grant proposal presented at the Texas Academy 
of Sciences earned him a $2,000 award to fund his ongoing research. 
He’s also presented at the Geological Society of America, earning another 
research grant.

“I’m doing flint knapping. There is a rock called chert that the Native 
Americans use,” he explains. “I’m looking at how different flaking properties 
of the rock are affected by its chemistry. I’ve been taking a lot of samples 
and measuring a lot of angles on how you can flake a rock.”

Josh spends the majority of his time in research in the science building and 
in other locations, but he loves the field work aspect that he is receiving at 
Wayland.

“You have two different fronts of learning: You have the book side and the 
class, but you also need to get out into the field and actually look at these 
things,” he says. “You need to see them for yourself and see the different 
processes that are shaping the earth. I have learned a lot by going on 
geology field trips.”

He’s also a huge proponent of the undergraduate research possibilities that 
Wayland provides for students, which is unique and will better prepare him 
for graduate school.

“It’s important to get yourself out there and try new things. I’m learning 
exponentially more than other students, I think, by doing that,” he says. 
“Also doing hands-on research in geology has helped me understand a lot of 
complex concepts in and outside of class.”

Having peers and professors around him with a passion for learning has 
both encouraged and energized him to “get a thrill out of teaching and 
studying.” And with professors who share his faith, the benefits have been 
even greater.

“The faith-based education at Wayland has made me stronger in my 
personal relationship with Christ. Being connected to Christian teachers has 
intensified my passion for learning about God’s creation,” he says.

Student Spotlight

Josh Wynn
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Do you know someone 
who is considering a 
college degree?

Introduce them to 
Wayland’s many 
campuses and online 
options. 

Submit their name 
through the 
“Refer a Pioneer” link on 
wbualumni.com. 

C
Have you explored the new career and mentoring 

portal now available to alumni? Create your own 
account at www.collegecentral.com/wbu as an 

alumnus to search job openings and sign up to mentor 
current students or others seeking job advice. You can 
also register as an employer to post jobs or internships 
for others for FREE! Check it out today!

G

Pack your bags!
Wayland’s new alumni travel program 
is up and running, and we have 28 
people signed up to join us next 
summer in Austria and Germany 
and attending the Passion Play in 
Oberammergau. We’re so excited to 
get to enjoy these once-in-a-lifetime 
trips with Wayland friends and can’t 
wait to board that plane!

We do have a few openings for this trip 
if you want to jump on board, but we 

have to have your deposit and first two 
payments in by the end of July since 
that is the next installment due. Total 
due by then would be $2,000; the trip 
total is $4,670 and that includes airfare 
from Dallas-Fort Worth International. 

The trip is from June 30-July 10 and 
covers the highlights of this beautiful 
region. To see more details, visit our 
webpage at wbualumni.com and click 
on travel at the right side. Call Teresa at 
(806) 291-3600 to sign up today!

Distinguished 
alumni needed 
for campuses
Do you know a Wayland 
graduate who has done well in 
his/her career or in service roles? 
We are looking for nominations 
for Distinguished Alumni from 
each of the WBU campuses for 
the ongoing awards.

To nominate an individual, visit 
wbualumni.com, click on 
“Involvement Opportunities” and 
find the section on nominating 
alumni at the end. The simple 
form can be completed online. 
Call Teresa at (806) 291-3600 to 
express interest.

Alumni Networking 
Events Coming Up

•  July 7: DFW area
•  Aug. 6: Lubbock area
•  Aug. 22: Clovis
•  Sept. 6: Naismith Hall 
     of Fame enshrinement, 
     Springfield, Mass.
•  Sept. 26: Wichita Falls
•  Oct. 12: Track Reunion
•  Nov. 1-2: Homecoming
•  Nov. 9: DFW tailgate at 
     Pioneer football game
•  Nov. 14: Albuquerque
•  Jan. 23: Amarillo

Keep up with news, 
events and WBU trivia. 
Follow us on Facebook 
at wbualumni.

Upcoming graduations:
•  July 26 - Amarillo
•  Aug. 23 - Clovis
•  Sept. 6 - Phoenix
•  Sept. 7 - Sierra Vista
•  Sept. 27 - Wichita Falls
•  Oct. 10 - Fairbanks
•  Oct. 11 - Anchorage
•  Nov. 2 - Hawaii
•  Nov. 15 - Albuquerque

Schonbrunn Palace in Vienna, Austria
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brief

Alumni Association presents awards
The Wayland Alumni Association presented awards for the 2018-19 school year at two 
spring events. The Distinguished Alumni Faculty Service Award was presented to Dr. 
Marti Runnels, longtime theatre director and dean of the School of Fine Arts who retires 
this summer with 30 years of service. The Distinguished Alumni Staff Service Award went 
to Amanda Stanton, BA’96, MEd’00, who has served as director of graduate studies for 
Wayland for several years.

During the recognition chapel, Freshman of the Year honors for 2018-19 were presented 
as well, with voting by faculty and staff. Emily Franklin of Plainview, daughter of alumni 
Dr. Scott and Mrs. Lori Franklin and a mathematics and religious education major, was 
named Freshman Girl of the Year. Freshman Boy of the Year was Alex Glass of Kemp, a 
musical theatre major, son of Crystal Glass and brother of WBU junior Justin Glass. 

Alumni Board president Stacie Hardage presented the awards at both events.

Legacy student receives first Hispanic scholarship
Sara Diaz of Midland was recently named the first recipient of a 
new Hispanic Leadership Scholarship at the Plainview campus. 
The scholarship – which covers tuition, room and board – was 
announced at the Congreso conference for youth earlier this year 
and is open to students who attend churches affiliated with the 

Hispanic Baptist Convention or Texas Baptists. 

Diaz is planning to earn a degree in sociology and use it to help 
victims of human trafficking.

Diaz is the daughter of Lazaro Diaz and Eva Rangel Diaz, both 
Wayland alumni.

From left to right, Lazaro Diaz, Sara 
Diaz, and Wayland President, Dr. 
Bobby Hall. Sara and her father got 
the chance to talk to Dr. Hall about 
the scholarship.

P
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Senior chosen to present research at state capitol
Recent graduate Holli Foster of Keller was selected to present research from her 
honors thesis project at the Texas Capitol in Austin during Texas Undergraduate 
Research Day on April 1. Foster took on historical inaccuracies in public school 
textbooks as her research topic. She examined the effects of Brown vs. Board of 
Education and how the court decision may have influenced integration in public 
schools.

Foster said there was a correlation between the court decision and what is known 
as red-lining, which is the use of insurance companies and housing markets to 
segregate populations. Foster also discovered restrictive covenants which are 
included in property deeds that dictate who may or may not purchase a house. 
She said none of these issues are actually discussed in textbooks, and they came 
about as a way to continue the segregation of schools.

Foster was in the Honors program and double-majored in sociology and justice 
administration. She graduated May 11 as highest ranking senior with a 4.0 grade 
point average.

Donors honored at 
baseball opening game
Delbert and Marc McDougal of 
McDougal Properties in Lubbock 
were honored with the first pitch 
recognition during the home 
opener of the Pioneer baseball 
season in recognition of their gifts 
to Wayland athletics.

The McDougals’ gift enabled 
Wayland to purchase a new 
scoreboard for Wilder Field, as well as a new soccer scoreboard for Hilliard Field. Delbert McDougal is a former member of 
the Wayland board of trustees, and son Marc currently serves on the board.

School of Religion and Philosophy gets a revamp
In April, the Wayland School of Religion and Philosophy received 
Board of Trustee approval to change the name to School of 
Christian Studies beginning in August. The name will more 
accurately reflect the new curriculum and more closely fit the 
needs of the students who want to study this area. 

Wayland’s School of Christian Studies announced in February 
the addition of a new 5-year Master of Divinity program, the first 
accelerated MDiv among Texas Baptist schools, to begin during 
the Fall 2019 term. 

“We did a thorough examination of trends in theological 
education, as well as an examination of the needs of our 
constituent churches and students,” said Dr. Stephen Stookey, 
dean of the school. “We went into this process with the idea of 
how can we best serve our students and our churches.”

The new MDiv is an accelerated bachelor’s-to-master’s program. 
Students working on a bachelor’s degree earn graduate-level 
credit for their junior- and senior-level courses, shortening the 
length of time needed to complete that degree. The program also 
offers mentored ministry experiences and mission opportunities 
that enhance classroom learning and prepare students for 
effective ministry.
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Holli Foster (left) and Dr. Redmond (right) 
look over Holli’s research findings. 
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Pioneer Soccer welcomes new men’s head coach
Wayland named Robert Ssejjemba as head coach in men’s soccer in late April. 
Ssejjemba comes to Wayland after five years at University of the Southwest in 
Hobbs, N.M., and five seasons at his alma mater, Virginia Intermont College.

A native of Uganda, Ssejjemba was an NAIA All-American and played in two NAIA 
national tournaments and remains VIC’s all-time leader in goals (75) and points 
(186). He has a master’s degree from USW. He played for the Uganda National 
Football Team from 1999-2006, participating in the 2006 World Cup qualifiers. 
He played professionally for D.C. United in MLS as well as the Charlotte Eagles, 
Richmond Kickers and Kalamazoo Kingdom.

Spring sports repeat nationals appearances
Wayland’s women’s track and field squad brought home the 
championship banner during the NAIA indoor national meet, while 
the men’s team placed second at nationals. Senior Tre Hinds was 
named Men’s Track Athlete of the Year for the indoor season, and 
Coach Brian Whitlock was named Women’s Head Coach of the 
Year by the NAIA.

On the basketball front, the Flying Queens women’s team 
advanced to the NAIA national tournament in Montana for the 
sixth season after winning the 2019 Sooner Athletic Conference 
tournament. The Queens finished the season with a 29-6 record, 
the highest win total in almost 30 years, after bowing out of 
the tournament in the second round. Three Queens – Morgan 

Bennett, Kaylee Edgemon and Maci Merket – were named NAIA 
All-Americans.

The Pioneers basketball team also qualified for nationals after 
winning the regular season in conference. Despite going into the 
tournament at No. 8, the team lost in the first round to Arizona 
Christian, ending their season with a 24-9 record.  

Women’s wrestling boasted three champions during the NAIA 
national tournament held in March. Asia Ray won her second 
national title after picking up a WCWA victory five weeks 
previously. Paige Baynes also earned a win in the 191-lb weight 
class and Jathiya Isaac-Thomas won in the 116s. All three were 
named NAIA All-Americans.

Coach Robert Ssejjemba

Women’s Indoor 
track team won their 
eighth indoor national 
championship.
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Bohnet, Foster named  
Citizenship winners
Graduating seniors Sean Bohnet and Holli Foster 
were named Citizens of the Year during the annual 
recognition chapel service on the Plainview campus. 
The award represents the highest honor given to a 
senior student and recognizes campus leadership, 
spirit, academic achievement and service.

A music history major from Sherman, Texas, 
Bohnet was a four-year member of the President’s 
Ambassadors, was a tutor in the music department 
and sang with International Choir. He plans to attend 
the University of Idaho to pursue a graduate degree 
in music history.

A native of Keller, Texas, Foster majored in sociology 
and justice administration and was in the Honors 
Program, where she also served as student worker. 
She was a President’s Ambassador and served 
on the Student Union Board, Student Government 
Association, Baptist Student Ministries, and the 
Council of Student Organizations. She plans to 
pursue graduate school in the future.

Sean Bohnet and Holli Foster, right, join President Dr. 
Bobby Hall in affixing their names to the Citizenship 
Award plaque in Gates Hall bearing the names of 
previous winners. 
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clAss 
notes

Faculty/Staff

DR. LANNY HALL, former 
president, retired recently from 
Hardin-Simmons University, where 
he is now president emeritus. He 
and wife Carol still live in Abilene.

1940s

ELSIE MAY ASHBY, AA’47, lives 
in Vernon, Texas, where she was 
named the Doan’s May Picnic 
Woman of the Year for 2019. 
Elsie is a longtime resident of the 
community and was a teacher 
for many years before retiring. 
Husband CALVIN, AA’48, died in 
2013.

F.G. CROFFORD, EX, died 
Jan. 5, 2019, in Amarillo at age 
94. He served in the U.S. Army 
during World War II and was 
awarded the Purple Heart Cluster. 
He then coached and taught 
schools around the panhandle 
area, retiring in 1985 with 32 
years of service. Survivors include 
wife Bonnie; two daughters; five 
grandchildren; and 14 great-
grandchildren.

CARL MEYER, EX’47, died 
Feb. 25, 2019, in Borger at 
age 91. Carl was a veteran of 
the U.S. Navy, leaving Wayland 
to serve in World War II. He 
was an accountant and taught 
accounting at Frank Phillips 

College in Borger before moving 
to a ranch and working in the 
oil and gas business. Survivors 
include wife Carol; three sons; 
10 grandchildren; and 10 great-
grandchildren.

1950s

FLOY CUPP, EX’50, died May 
1, 2019, in Crane, Texas, at 
age 88. Floy was a longtime 
Lubbock resident and retired 
from Cardiology and Associates. 
She is survived by a son, Linden; 
two grandsons and three great-
grandchildren. 

REV. MILFORD GRISHAM, 
BA’53, died June 4, 2018, in 
Amarillo at age 88. An Eagle 
Scout, Grisham attended Bible 
school then served as a pastor 
and a missionary for 57 years, 30 
of that in Argentina.  He and wife 
AVIS, BA’53, retired in 2017 to 
Hereford, Texas. Survivors include 
his wife, Avis; two daughters; a 
brother; five grandchildren; and 
eight great-granddaughters. 

DR. LOYD HILTON, BA’53, 
died August 17, 2018, in North 
Carolina at age 91. He taught at 
Wayland from 1957-59 and 1961-
64 and was professor emeritus 
of English at Appalachian State 
University, where he chaired the 
English department for 24 years. 
Survivors include wife Susan, two 
children, and two grandchildren.

REV. PAT LEWELLYN, BA’55, 
and wife JOYCE, EX’52, live 
in Spring, Texas, where they 
are both retired. Pat pastored 
in California for 10 years before 
becoming a school teacher for 
23 years. The couple ministered 
in Niger, West Africa for 10 years, 
retiring in 1999. They also lived 

in Nampa, Idaho, for 17 years. 
The Lewellyns have three sons, 
13 grandchildren and 14 great-
grandchildren.

HARLON REECE, BA’58, and 
wife MIDGE, EX, celebrated their 
61st wedding anniversary in late 
2018. Harlon served 20 years in 
the U.S. Marine Corps, retiring 
in 1978. He then worked as 
vice president of the information 
engineering division of ATAC 
before retiring. Midge was a social 
worker.

PHILIP SHERROD, BA’59, died 
Feb. 13, 2019, in Waco at age 
83. He was a long-time music 
minister in 
Texas Baptist 
churches 
until retiring 
in Waco. He 
also had two 
degrees from 
Southwestern 
Seminary. 
Wife MARGARET, BA’59, died 
in 2015. Survivors include two 
daughters, four grandchildren, two 
great-grandchildren and a sister. 

1960s

CAROLYN COURTNEY, BA’69, 
was named a Lifetime Achiever 
by Marquis Who’s Who. Carolyn 
is retired from 33 years in public 
education as a teacher and 
librarian. She received the MEd 
from West Texas State University 

in 1976. In 
1990 she 
earned the 
MSLS from 
the University 
of North 
Texas, where 
she was 
elected to 
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Beta Phi Mu International Honor 
Society for Library and Information 
Science.

CARTER FREY, BA’69, and wife 
LINDA, EX’69, celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary on Dec. 
20, 2018. Carter retired in 2013 
from the ministry, having served 
churches in Texas, Missouri 
and Maryland for 40 years. The 
Freys live in Sherman and are 
enjoying more time with their five 
grandchildren. They are serving 
as class ambassadors for the 
Class of 1969’s 50th reunion and 
encourage all classmates to join 
them for homecoming.

JUANAN PERRY HILL, BA’65, 
and husband DAVID, BA’65, 
live in Prairie Village, Kan., where 
she is retired from teaching at 
Metropolitan Community College. 
David works from home. The 
couple has two grown daughters, 
and two grandsons who live 
nearby. 

ROLLIE RINKER, BS’60, and 
wife ANN, BS’60, live in Perryton, 
Texas, where they write they are 
making the most of their good 
health as octogenarians. In 
June they spent 10 days on an 
evangelistic trip to Brazil with the 
International Commission. Later 
that month they taught a Bible 
camp in Hungary for the sixth 
summer. 

FLOYD ROBERTSON, EX’60, 
died Feb. 2, 2019, in Borger, 
Texas, at age 78. He worked 
for Borger schools for 28 years 
as a clinical psychologist after 
earning a master’s degree from 
North Texas State University. From 
1978-2007, he and wife Jonnie 
also owned a roller skating rink 
first opened in 1963 by his family. 

Survivors include his wife, two 
sons, three grandchildren and one 
great-grandson.

ZENOBIA “ZOBIE” SELF, 
BA’62, died Dec. 25, 2018, at age 
78. She worked as a teacher and 
librarian at schools in Silverton 
and Petersburg and also at 
Wayland. She traveled extensively 
and also helped farm with her 
father. Survivors include a sister 
and extended family.

DR. LAURA SWITZER, BS’63, 
died April 19, 2019, in Oklahoma 
City at age 77. A former Flying 
Queen, Dr. Switzer was a 
longtime teacher and coach in 
public schools before joining 
the faculty and coaching staff at 
Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University, where she served from 
1965-2001. She received the 
Pathfinder Award in 1993 from 
the National Association for Girls 
and Women in Sports. Survivors 
include a sister and several nieces 
and nephews.

1970s

REV. GENE JONES, BA’71, 
retired on May 31 after 50 years 
of full-time vocational ministry. 
He has served as minister of 
education/administration and as 
senior adult minister. Gene served 
churches in Stanton, Dimmitt, Oak 
Cliff, Dallas, Big Spring, Houston, 
Baytown, Sherman, Clovis and 
finally in Canyon. He earned his 
Master of Religious Education 
degree form Southwestern 
Seminary in 1975. Gene and wife 
Lorrie live in Canyon.

DR. WESLEY LANGHAM, 
BSOE’77, died Jan. 31, 2019, in 
Amarillo at age 88. He worked 
as a hospital administrator in 

Pampa and Amarillo, and as a 
nursing home administrator. He 
also served in the Army National 
Guard and Army Reserves, retiring 
in 1990 with 39 years of service. 
He was an active member of 
his churches and communities, 
serving with the Boy Scouts, 
Red Cross, Texas Baptist Men 
and others. Survivors include 
wife Melba, three children, seven 
grandchildren and 14 great-
grandchildren.

DAVID NALL, EX’71, is retired 
from work as a pharmacist and 
pharmacy owner in Justin and 
now lives in Corinth with wife 
Janis. He would love to connect 
with Wayland friends.

ELAINE RISSER, BA’73, died 
Feb. 16, 2019, in Matador, Texas, 
at age 68. She was secretary at 
First Baptist Church in Matador for 
34 years and was the organist for 
35 years, helping start a children’s 
choir program in the church and 
the community. Survivors include 
her mother; husband FRED, 
BA’74; two daughters, Kobbi Blair 
and KACI RISSER, BA’04; and 
two grandchildren. 

CHARLES SIMMONS, EX’72, 
and wife Marilyn live in Lakewood, 
Wash., where he is now retired. 
Charles left Wayland to enter 
the U.S. Army. He writes that he 
remembers several classes at 
Wayland fondly, including a choir 
group with Dr. Franklin directing 
and an advanced conversational 
Spanish class with Dr. Codina. 
The Simmonses celebrated their 
48th wedding anniversary in May.

LONNIE SMITH SR, BSOE’79, 
died March 27, 2018, at age 84 
in Wichita Falls. He served 23 
years in the U.S. Air Force, then 
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worked 18 years in civil service, 
retiring in 1995. Survivors include 
wife Shirley; two sons; two 
grandchildren; and four siblings.

SCOTT SNODGRASS, EX’79, 
has transferred to the Terry 
County office of the USDA as a 
program technician for the Farm 
Service Agency. He previously 
worked in the Gillespie County 
office. He and wife Cindy now live 
in Lubbock. 

DR. RICHARD WARREN, 
BSOE’79, MBA’96, is a professor 
at Vernon College and adjunct 
instructor with Wayland. 
He earned his doctorate in 
management information 
systems from Walden University 
in 2017. An Air Force veteran, 
Warren and wife Margaret live in 
Wichita Falls.

DEANNA McGAHA WAUHOB, 
BA’71, and husband DAVID, 
BA’71, moved from Midland 
to Katy to be near their 
grandchildren. Deanna is 
retired from Shell Pipeline as an 
emergency response coordinator. 
David is also retired.

DR. DANNY WHITE, BM’79, 
is the director of fine arts for the 
McKinney (Texas) School District. 
He spent 16 years in the same 
position in Wichita Falls and 
seven years as choral director 
at Midwestern State. He was 
director of choral activities at 
Wayland from 1985-92. He has 
master’s degrees from Eastern 
New Mexico University and a 
Ph.D. from Texas Tech. He and 
wife Kathy live in Melissa.

1980s

GAYLA DUNN BURSIAGA, 
BA’88, MEd’03, completed her 
principal certification with Angelo 
State University in December 
2018. She is a fourth-grade 
math teacher in Lubbock. 
She and husband Sal have a 
daughter, Clarissa, 17, who is 
hoping to attend WBU in the fall. 
Son Jonathon, 21, is an RN at 
Covenant Hospital in Lubbock.

MISHA BRYAN, BA’89, lives 
in Las Cruces, N.M., where she 
works with Cruces Creatives, 
a nonprofit educational 
makerspace. Husband 
ADAM, EX, died in 2014 from 
complications with asthma and 
heart attacks. They have two 
children. 

DR. STACY CONNER, BA’85, 
pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Muleshoe, Texas, was named 
Muleshoe’s Man of the Year for 
2019 during the recent Chamber 
of Commerce banquet held May 
4. Conner is a former Wayland 
trustee as well. 

DR. BRENT DANE, BS’83, and 
wife BETSY GARCIA DANE, 
BS’83, live in Livermore, Calif., 
where he has worked for Curtiss-
Wright as a laser scientist for 
more than 15 years. The couple 
is adjusting to an empty nest as 
all three children are grown and 
out of school. Their oldest, Emily, 
is married and a pharmacist at 
St. Vincent’s Hospital in Green 
Bay, Wis. Son Paul is married 
and a third-grade teacher in 
Hayward, Calif. Youngest, 
Sarah, is a graduate student at 
St. Mary’s College in Moraga, 
Calif. The Danes also have two 
grandchildren. 

STACIE JACKSON 
HARDAGE, BBA’89, and 
husband TIM, BSOE’89, live 
in Plainview, where she is a 
managing partner at Rocket 
Aviation LLP and Tim is a 
private pilot. Stacie serves as 
president of the WBU Alumni 
Board, and Tim is on the WBU 
Board of Trustees. The Hardages 
have enjoyed time with new 
granddaughter Addison, born 
in October to their daughter 
ASHLEY EDLIN, BA’11, MA’14, 
and husband MARK, BA’12, 
MBA’16. 

DONNA O’BRYANT, BM’86, 
is director of bands at Stephen 
F. Austin Middle School in 
Bryan. She attended the TMEA 
conference in February and met 
members of Wayland’s music 
faculty. She is in her 25th year 
of teaching and notes that she 
was in the WBU band under 
Jim Hansford and got a great 
education.

JAMES WHITIS, BM’80, 
and wife JESSYE, EX, live 
in Belton, Texas, where he is 
director of instrumental studies 
and assistant professor at the 
University of Mary Hardin-Baylor. 
Jessye is associate professor 
of piano. They have two grown 
sons, Stuart and Jack. 

1990s

TROY ABBE, BSOE’90, died 
Jan. 28, 2019, in Tuscola at 
age 64. He worked at Texas 
Instruments and Eagle Aviation. 
Survivors include a son; a 
granddaughter, three sisters and 
a brother. Wife Linda and another 
son preceded him in death.
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LISA PATTERSON AGUILAR, 
BA’90, earned her Master of 
Arts degree in gifted education 
from Grand Canyon University 
in October 2018. She works 
as a special education teacher 
at Gadsden High School and 
is the publicity chairperson for 
the South Central New Mexico 
Association for the Gifted. She is 
a sign language interpreter and 
active member at Mesilla Park 
Community Church. She and 
husband Alfredo live in Anthony, 
N.M.

NITA BAUER, BSOE’98, 
released a new young adult 
fiction book titled “Awchewa: 
Awakening to Swan Medicine” in 
December 2018, incorporating 
themes of Native American 
history and metaphysics. Nita 
is a member of the San Antonio 
Writers’ Guild and the Writers’ 
League of Texas. A veteran of 
the U.S. Air Force, Nita works in 
information technology for a law 
firm in San Antonio.

BILL BUELL, BA’98, and wife 
Holly live in San Antonio, where 
he is a chaplain in the Army 
Reserves and a captain. The 
Buells have a daughter, Kayla, 9, 
and a son, Nicolas, 6. 

TRACEY CAIN, BSOE’92, 
MAM’05, recently retired from 
the U.S. Air Force. She lives in 
Burkburnett, Texas. 

BRANDON CARPENTER, 
BSOE’95, MEd’99, and wife 
Dawn moved back in 2018 
to Wichita Falls, where he is 
lead pastor at Bethel Bible 
Church. The couple had been in 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada for 
two years to serve as a pastor.

KEVIN CARTER, BBA’93, 
became president and CEO 
of the Amarillo Economic 
Development Corporation in 
April. He was previously director 
of The High Ground of Texas. 
Wife ALISSA, MEd’05, is a 
longtime teacher. 

MATTHEW CHAFFIN, EX’97, 
died March 5, 2019, in Carlsbad, 
N.M., at age 41 after a lengthy 
illness. Matt had been a long-
time music minister, most 
recently serving in his home 
church in Eunice, N.M., and he 
was a member of the Singing 
Churchmen of New Mexico. 
Survivors include wife Katrina; 
three stepchildren; and a sister. 

DR. STEVEN COLE, BA’95, 
earned his Doctor of Ministry 
degree at Ashland Theological 
Seminary in May. He is 
starting his fourth year as the 
denominational executive for 
The Brethren Church, based in 
Ashland, Ohio. He and wife Beth 
have two children. 

JASON COOPER, BS’99, 
MEd’00, and wife AMANDA, 
BSIS’99, live in Amarillo, where 
he runs Rising Hoops Boys 
Basketball with Hoop 10. 
Amanda is a pre-K teacher in the 
local schools. Daughter JENNA 
just finished her freshman year at 
Wayland and plays for the Flying 
Queens. Son Jonathan will be a 
fifth grader in the fall. 

TERRY DAGNON, BSOE’94, 
was named Chief Operating 
Officer for Outlook Therapeutics, 
Inc., in November 2018. Dagnon 
has served various operations 
and regulatory roles in the life 
sciences industry for 20 years. A 

veteran of the U.S. Army, Dagnon 
was a Green Beret and has a 
master’s degree from San Diego 
State University.

EDWARD DANKO, 
BSOE’91, is retired and living 
in Graniteville, S.C. with wife 
Rebecca. A veteran of the 
U.S. Air Force, Edward worked 
for Westinghouse Advanced 
Energy Systems in Pittsburgh, 
Pa., for more than 13 years as 
primary customer contact and as 
WAES lead for the manufacture 
of ASME Code renewal 
components program for the 
Westinghouse Nuclear Plants.  
He also taught manufacturing 
technology and computer 
numerical control for the 
Community College of Allegheny 
County. Edward then relocated to 
the Savannah River Site in Aiken, 
S.C., which is a U.S. Department 
of Energy government site 
managed by Westinghouse 
through the mid-2000s. There, he 
worked in business development 
and technology partnerships, 
hydrogen technology 
advancement and subcontracts 
execution.  

TIFFANY HASH DARBY, 
BS’92, lives in Lubbock, where 
she works as a commercial 
inside sales/buyer at Robert 
Madden Industries. She will 
soon celebrate 25 years with her 
company and says she still loves 
it. She is active in the Junior 
League of Lubbock and says 
she enjoys running into fellow 
alumni in town and chatting on 
Facebook.

JERRY DEESE, BSOE’95, is 
retired and living in Anthony, Fla.
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SCOTT HOOD, BSOE’96, 
was elected chaplain for the 
American Legion Florida Post 
104 in Pinellas Park and then for 
the entire 16th District covering 
central Florida. Hood is a logistics 
manager at MacDill Air Force 
Base in Tampa. Wife Kelly died 
suddenly on April 5, 2019, at age 
55. The Wayland family extends 
sympathies to Scott at his loss.

GLENN HUNTER, BSOE’92, 
died August 5, 2018, in Amarillo 
at age 77. He served in the U.S. 
Air Force for many years, enlisting 
in 1961 and retiring in 1998 
as a lieutenant colonel in the 
Texas State Guard. He worked 
at Lockheed Support Systems 
in Lubbock until the base was 
closed. Survivors include his wife, 
Anna Borg; three children; and a 
grandson.

PETER KERN, BSOE’92, ‘94, 
and wife ROSIE, BSOE’92, ‘94, 
have moved back to Lubbock, 
to be close to their new great-
granddaughter Kaitlyn Leann 
Foley, born Nov. 24, 2015. Peter 
retired from the City of Lubbock 
in 2004, and Rosie retired from 
the federal government in 2010. 
He writes they are now enjoying 
retirement with their daughter 
and family.

DONALITA MALONEY, 
BSOE’92, lives in Rio Rancho, 
N.M., where she is retired from 
work as a clinical psychologist. 

TAMI MARTIN, BM’95, 
MEd’11, is a choral director 
with the Clovis N.M. Municipal 
Schools and attended the Feb. 
23 junior recital preview in Clovis 
for WBU junior ERIN PEARCE, 
a vocal performance major. 

These photos were sent by Erin’s 
parents, Bonnie and DAMON 
PEARCE, MCM’12. Bonnie 
says, “Tami was Erin’s very first 
choir director and has nurtured 
her love for music since 2010. 
They have remained friends, and 

Tami continues to encourage Erin 
as she progresses through her 
time at Wayland.”

CHRIS RILEY, BA’94, and wife 
AMBER, MEd’13, have moved 
to Idalou, Texas, where he is now 
pastor of First Baptist Church. 
The Rileys have a son, BRYSON, 
who just finished his sophomore 
year at Wayland, and a daughter, 
Dawson, who just finished her 
junior year in high school.

BOB ROBBINS, BA’93, and 
wife MARTHA, BS’91, live in 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, where they 
serve as missionaries. Bob is the 
varsity basketball coach at an 
international school and pastor 
of an English-speaking church 
composed of both Brazilians 
and expats from around the 
world. The couple has two grown 
children: son DJ lives in Chicago, 
and daughter Emmy lives in 
Austin. 

CAPT. OSCAR ROJAS, 
BSOE’96, was installed as 
commodore of the Explosive 
Ordinance Disposal Group 
One on Jan. 10 in San Diego. 
Rojas has served in the Navy 

since 1990 and became a 
commissioned officer in 1997. 
He previously served as director 
of the Joint Special Operations 
Command. The EOD Group One 
is a unit of 1,200 sailors who 
counter explosive hazards and 
conduct expeditions to protect 
freedom.

TOM SCOTT, BA’94, lives in 
San Antonio, where he is fully 
disabled. After years of living in 
the panhandle, he moved to be 
closer to family. He would love to 
hear from WBU friends.

PHIL SUTTON, BSOE’93, 
is vice president and chief 
administrative officer for Kubota 
Manufacturing America, based in 
Gainesville, Ga. Phil also serves 
on the board of the Technical 
College System of Georgia, 
appointed by the governor in 
2015. He is a veteran of the 
U.S. Air Force, having served 
20 years primarily in the law 
enforcement areas. He and wife 
Sue have two grown sons and 
two granddaughters.

PAUL RAY TAYLOR, 
MBA’93, was named director 
of construction technology at 
Northwest Arkansas Community 
College in February. Paul worked 
for Walmart for 13 years. He 
also has a MA from George 
Washington University in 
Washington, D.C.

DONALD WARD JR, AAS’98, 
BSOE’99, died Feb. 1, 2019, in 
Burkburnett at age 65. He served 
32 years with the U.S. Air Force 
as both active duty and in civil 
service. Survivors include wife 
Mickey; three siblings; one son; 
and four grandchildren. 
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2000s

KELSEY BEGGS, BBA’09, 
MBA’11, wrapped up her time 
with Adventures in Mission in 
May after serving for two years 
as the manager of a guesthouse 
in Cambodia. She has returned 
to Texas.

AARON BORDEN, BS’04, was 
named to Law360’s 2019 Tax 
Editorial Advisory Board for the 
fourth consecutive year. Borden 
is an attorney at Meadows, 
Collier, Reed, Cousins, Crouch 
& Ungerman LLP and lives 
in Dallas. Wife Angela is a 
photographer.

WILLIAM BRANDT, BSOE’08, 
MPA’10, moved back to Alaska 
recently, where he works in 
project management. He and 
wife Molly live in Sterling. 

LARRY BUCHANAN, BSOE’02, 
is a clinical coordinator and 
faculty member in radiology at 
the Southern Maine Community 
College. He served in the U.S. Air 
Force, retiring in 2011 after 26 
years. He and wife Patsy live in 
Saco, Maine.

BRYAN BUNDICK, BA’02, and 
wife LESLIE, BA’01, welcomed 
their second child, a son named 
Bridge Wallace, on March 18. 
Big sister Lucy is 9. The family 
lives in Hurst, Texas, where Bryan 
is local mission minister at 121 
Community Church and Leslie 
teachers for VIPKID. 

MISSY PAWELEK 
BUXKEMPER, BA’09, MA’13, 
was married Aug. 4, 2018, to 
Byron Buxkemper. The couple 
lives in Lubbock, where Missy 

is an academic advisor at Texas 
Tech. 

ZACH CROOK, BA’06, 
MCM’12, and wife JILL, BA’06, 
MAC’09, moved in March to 
Bridgeton, Mo., where Zach 
is senior pastor of Fee Fee 
Baptist Church in St. Louis, the 
oldest Protestant church west 
of the Mississippi. The Crooks 
welcomed a daughter, Avianna 
Lynn, on August 16, 2018. Big 
brothers are Isaiah, 8, and Caleb, 
5. 

AMANDA DAY, BA’04, and 
husband Shane welcomed their 
first child, a son named Sawyer 
William, on May 3, 2019. The 
family lives in Williamsport, Pa. 

RICHARD DEAN, MEd’01, 
was named to the Texas 
Juvenile Justice Advisory Board 
by Gov. Greg Abbott recently. 
Dean is executive director of 
administrative services with 
Frenship ISD and is a founding 
member of the Texas Juvenile 
Justice Association and former 
president of the Texas Juvenile 
Detention Association. 

JOHN DONAWAY, BSOE’04, 
and wife Shawn live in 
Tumwater, Wash., where he is 
training manager and training 
development specialist for the 
Washington Department of 
Retirement Systems. John retired 
from the military in 2016 with the 
rank of Senior Master Sergeant. 

CONSTANCE ELLIS, 
BSOE’08, and husband Jeffrey 
live in Killeen, Texas, where she 
is stationed with the U.S. Army 
at Fort Hood as an observer 
coach-trainer with First Army 

120th Multifunctional Training 
Brigade. She plans to retire in 
2020 with 23 years of service. 
She has five adult children and 
13 grandchildren.

DR. TERI MAYFIELD 
FINKLEA, BS’04, and husband 
Robby welcomed twins Wyatt 
Theodore and Annabelle Grace 
on Dec. 20, 2018. Teri is a 
hospital physician in Jacksonville, 
Fla., and Robby is a pilot with 
UPS. 

JOHN GOBLE, BA’09, and wife 
Joli welcomed their second child, 
a son named Grady Graham, on 
Jan. 28, 2019. Big brother Larkin 
John is almost 3. The family lives 
in Plainview, where the Gobles 
own and operate the Plainview 
Escape Rooms. 

RONALD HALL JR., BSOE’03, 
and wife Toni, live in Valdosta, 
Ga., where he took a new job in 
October 2018 as a senior intel 
consultant and training manager 
for Patch Plus Consulting. 

THOMAS HOFFMAN, BA’09, 
and wife LESLEY GATLIN 
HOFFMAN, BA’12, welcomed 
their first child, a son named 
Kenneth Clifton, on Jan. 19, 
2019. Thomas was one of three 
firefighters from 
the Ted Stevens 
Anchorage 
International Airport 
to receive the Life 
Saving Award in 
February for their 
heroic efforts to 
save a cardiac 
patient. He has 
been a member of 
the fire department 
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since 2016. Lesley works with 
Enchanted Alaska as a Disney 
princess for parties and events 
and is active in community 
theatre. The family lives in 
Wasilla. They were on campus in 
May for a surprise event honoring 
DR. MARTI RUNNELS on his 
retirement as theatre director.

ERNEST JONES, BSOE’03, 
and wife TANYANIKA, 
BSOE’01, live in the San Antonio 
area, where they moved after 
retiring from the U.S. Air Force 
with 27 years of service, he as 
a first sergeant and pharmacy 
technician and she as a sergeant 
first class, a medic and a physical 
therapy assistant. Ernest is a 
member of the 100 Black Men of 
San Antonio, active in mentoring 
at-risk youth. Tanyanika is 
working on a master’s degree in 
homeland security and is a medic 
for Scouts of America summer 
camps.

AMY RENDON LOAFMAN, 
BA’08, MEd’12, and husband 
Landon welcomed their second 
child, a son named Camden 
Lane, on August 9, 2018. Big 
brother Callen is 3. The family 
lives in Plainview, where Amy is a 
stay-at-home mom. 

PAUL MAPLE, BSOE’06, 
MBA’13, and wife Welhelmina 
moved from Melbourne, 
Australia, back to Hawaii, where 
he is a contract specialist for the 
U.S. Navy at Pearl Harbor. He 
was previously a small business 
banker.

CHRIS MARTIN, BA’09, and 
wife Micah live in northwest 
Arkansas, where they bought 

a new home in March. Chris 
is a self-employed freight 
broker with Global Tranz/
Golden Pallet Logistics. He ran 
his first marathon in April and 
was installed as a deacon in 
his church in Centerton. Chris 
and Micah have a daughter, 
Addaleigh Jai, 2.

KEVIN MARTIN, BSOE’04, 
and wife Renate have recently 
moved from Germany to 
Anchorage, Alaska, where he is a 
transportation security officer. 

GREG McCLARIN, BSOE’01, 
was promoted in February to 
chief logistics officer at the 
Care and Share Food Bank for 
Southern Colorado in Colorado 
Springs. A veteran of the U.S. Air 
Force, he also holds a master’s 
degree in business administration 
from St. Leo University. 

JILLIAN RIEMERSMA 
OETTER, BSIS’07, and 
husband Sheldon welcomed their 
second child, a daughter named 
Emmalyn Ruth, born April 20, 
2019. Big sister Abrielle is 5. The 
family lives in Peoria, Ariz. 

ANDREW OGLESBY, BA’06, 
MAH’12, and wife RACHEL 
STEINHOUR OGLESBY, 
BBA’09, MBA’12, welcomed their 
second child, a son named Griffin 
Callum, on February 23, 2019. 
Older brother Fin is 7. The family 
lives in Plano. 

CHARLIE PEPITON, BA’01, 
and wife REBEKAH WILKINS-
PEPITON, BA’01, welcomed 
their first child, a son named 
Julian Lawrence Wilkins Pepiton, 
nicknamed “Wren,” on June 
3, 2018. The family lives in 
Spokane, Wash., where Charlie is 
associate professor of theatre at 
Gonzaga University and Rebekah 
teaches high school art and is a 
designer. Both work with Square 
Top Theatre, a nonprofit artistic 
collaborative. 

SHARON MONEY 
ROBERTSON, BSOE’00, 
was remarried in January 2018 
after 8 years as a widow. She 
and husband John live in Casa 
Grande, Ariz., where she is 
retired. 

DAVID SANDERS, BA’07, 
MA’13, and wife Stephanie 
welcomed a son, Beckett Bray 
Sanders, on April 14, 2019. Big 
brother Jacob is 3. The family 
lives in Amarillo, where David 
is a teacher and track coach at 
Ascension Academy.

MARK SHEA, BSOE’00, was 
appointed by New Mexico 
Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham 
as Cabinet Secretary for the 
Department of Public Safety 
in January. Shea has worked 
for DPS previously and spent 
the last 30 years leading the 
Albuquerque Public Schools 
police department, 15 as chief. 

JULIE GUMFORY SHERROD, 
MCM’05, died Dec. 9, 2018, 
in Belton at age 40. She was 
an administrative assistant at 
Baylor in the English department. 
Survivors include husband Greg; 
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a stepson; her parents and 
in-laws; two siblings; and other 
extended family.

GREG STEVENS, BSOE’04, 
retired as Chief of Police in 
Lubbock, Texas, in May and 
moved to Rockport, where he 
will serve as police chief there. 
Stevens has served as chief 
since August 2015 and has 
worked for the Lubbock Police 
for 27 years. He was named 
Distinguished Alumnus for the 
Lubbock campus in 2018, then 
named Alumnus of the Year at 
homecoming 2018. He and wife 
Randi have three daughters.

LYNNE THURMAN, MEd’02, 
died Jan. 12, 2019, in 
Weatherford, Okla., at age 61. 
She was a longtime artist and 
graphic designer and taught 
at Oklahoma City Community 
College and at Ash Sixth Grade 
in Plainview and worked in 
Wayland’s PR office. She also 
served as director of the Stafford 
Air and Space Museum and the 
Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University Foundation. Survivors 
include husband TODD, former 
Pioneer basketball coach; 
sons Nick and Alex; and a 
granddaughter.

2010s

OLIVIA BYBEE ADAMS, 
BSIS’16, and husband ZACH, 
BA’18, recently moved to 
Albuquerque, N.M., where Olivia 
works for the Wayland campus 
there. She serves on the Alumni 
Executive Board as well. Zach is 
a Marine.

ERNESTO AMAYA, BAS’10, 
MPA’13, was named police chief 

for the Plainview (Texas) school 
district in April. A Lubbock native 
and Army veteran, Amaya has 
been a longtime employee of the 
Plainview city police department 
and is an adjunct instructor 
at Wayland. Amaya and wife 
LeANDRA, EX, who works in 
the Wayland business office, 
have four children. 

NATHAN ASKINS, BA’15, and 
wife LOGAN, BA’15, MEd’17, 
welcomed their second child, 
a daughter named Kai’Lynn 
Zaida, on Feb. 26, 2019. Big 
brother Lathen is 3. Both Nathan 
and Logan are teachers in the 
Amarillo schools.

HALEY BONNER, BA’15, has 
moved to Hobbs, N.M., where 
she works as an admissions 
specialist and recruiter for New 
Mexico Junior College. She 
completed a master’s degree In 
Ireland and returned in the fall of 
2018.

EMILY BROWN, BA’17, has 
moved to Aurora, Colo., where 
she is a guest room attendant 
at the Rocky Mountain Lodge at 
Buckley Air Force Base. Emily 
recently competed in her first 
contest as an adult figure skater. 

BLAKE BURKHART, BS’17, 
and wife TAMRA KLUSMEYER 
BURKHART, BA’17, moved in 
late 2017 to Waco, where he 
works for McClennan Community 
College as Highlander Central 
Assistant. Tamra works as a 
preschool teacher. 

DR. MARK CORNMAN, 
MAH’16, was promoted in 
January to vice president of 
corporate finance at Compco 

Industries, where he has 
worked since 2017. A certified 
public accountant, Cornman 
has worked in accounting for 
more than 30 years in various 
manufacturing facilities. He lives 
in Youngstown, Ohio.

ANDREW CRABTREE, 
BAS’12, now lives in Houston, 
where he is a recruiter for Vaco. 
He moved to be closer to his 
daughter, Piper. 

DR. DAVID CRUM, MAH’14, 
lives in Lincoln, Neb., where 
he teaches history online for 
several universities. He earned 
the doctorate degree in history at 
the University of the Free State 
in South Africa. His program 
mentor at Wayland for the 
master’s degree was Dr. GWIN 
MORRIS, former faculty and a 
current adjunct instructor and 
member of the WBU Board 
of Trustees. Crum and wife 
Ailene have two sons and five 
daughters. 

CODY DETWILER, BS’15, and 
wife Crystal welcomed their first 
child, a daughter named Harper 
Leeann, on Jan. 16, 2019. The 
family lives in Plainview, where 
Cody works at Rocket Aviation.

SAMMANTHA DIXON, BS’18, 
has moved to Oak Harbor, 
Wash., where she works as a 
registered behavioral technician.

MORGHAN DRYDEN, BM’17, 
lives in Killeen, Texas, where she 
is an elementary music teacher. 
She is also pursuing a master’s 
degree in ethnomusicology. 

MANNY FREELAND, BA’15, 
was named athletic director 
and head football coach at 
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Sacred Heart Catholic School 
in Hallettsville, Texas, in April. 
Manny, who played football at 
WBU, previously served at Dallas 
Roosevelt High. Wife Shelby is in 
medical school.

JOHN FRIAS, BAS’16, 
MAM’18, is a member of the 
planning and zoning commission 
for the City of Cibolo, Texas, 
where he and wife ANGELICA, 
BAS’16, MBA’18, live. John 
works as operations manager for 
Builders First Source. 

JASON GAFFNEY, BAS’12, 
MAM’14, recently moved to 
Revere, Mass., where he works 
as human resources director 
for the Boys and Girls Club of 
Boston.

HUNTER GREEN, BS’13, 
lives in Lubbock, where he is 
a tech service analyst for Tech 
Management Oilfield Services. He 
is a candidate for a doctorate in 
geology at Texas Tech University 
as well.

MARISSA HALLAM, BAS’18, 
and husband NATHAN, BAS’15, 
have moved to Clovis, N.M., 
where she is a homemaker. The 
couple welcomed a son, Rowan, 
in 2014. 

KEENAN HARRIS, BS’13, 
and wife JANCEE COTTON 
HARRIS, BSIS’13, welcomed 
their third child, a daughter 
named Addie Grace, on Jan. 
17, 2019. Big brothers Sam and 
Jack are 3. The family lives in 
Lubbock, where Keenan is senior 
ministry director at Redeemer 
Church and Jancee is a stay-at-
home mom.

BRENDA McCARTIE 
JOHNSON, BS’14, and 
husband D.J. welcomed their 
second child, a son named 
Braxton Blake, on Dec. 26, 2018. 
Big brother Braylon is 7. Brenda 
is an attorney with Hamilton, Hull 
& Boyd in Plainview. 

JADE JONES, BA’18, lives in 
Georgetown, Texas, where she is 
a volleyball and track coach and 
interventionist at Benold Middle 
School.

TROY LONG, BS’18, was 
married recently to Helene in the 
Cayman Islands. The couple lives 
in Grand Cayman, where Troy 
works as an assistant teacher for 
the Cayman government.

GARY MATTHEWS JR., 
BAS’13, lives in Houston, where 
he is a special education teacher 
at the Sheldon School District 
and the head assistant basketball 
coach. He has a son, Gary III, 
who is five.

DONALD MOORE, JR., 
BSOE’12, and wife SHAREE, 
BSOE’01, MAM’08, moved to 
Lexington Park, Md., where he is 
in a new position as a quality and 
safety manager. 

MARSHALL NELSON, EX’17, 
JULIAN PESAVA, EX’17, 
ERIC MILAM, EX’13, LOUIS 
TIMMS, EX’13, and GEORGE 
WILLIAMS, EX’12, are five 
former Pioneer basketballers 
doing well in professional foreign 
basketball leagues. In Australia, 
Nelson plays with Illawarra 
Hawks, Milam is with the 
Cockburn Cougars, and Timms 
plays for Kalamunda Eastern 
Suns. Williams plays for Cape 

Breton Highlanders in Canada, 
averaging 16 points per game 
in his first season with the team.  
Pesava, with Rendsburg in 
Germany, averaged 16 points per 
game in his second pro season. 

MORGAN ODOM, BSIS’13, 
received her RN degree from 
South Plains College during 
their May graduation. Morgan 
is working in the pediatric unit 
at Covenant Medical Center in 
Lubbock. 

DR. ROSEMARY RIBERA 
PELPHREY, BS’11, and 
husband Micah welcomed their 
first child, a daughter named 
Hadassah Joy, born March 4, 
2019. Rosemary is a dentist with 
UP Mobile Dentistry based in 
Richardson, Texas, specializing 
in visits to nursing home and 
memory care facilities. Micah is 
marketing director and manager 
for the business. 

MICHAEL PRELL, BS’10, and 
wife JENNIFER COPELAND 
PRELL, BS’08, were both 
honored in May as part of the 
Carlsbad, N.M., Forty Under 
40 for 2019, presented by 
the Chamber of Commerce. 
Michael is a regional product 
safety management specialist for 
Enterprise Products, an oil and 
gas company. Jennifer works 
for the Faith, Hope and Love 
Foundation, a nonprofit that 
offers assistance to the financially 
disadvantaged in the community. 

BRIAN RIFFE, BAS’18, has 
moved to Eagle Creek, Ore., 
where he works as an industrial 
security specialist for VIGOR 
Works. 
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VICTORIA RODRIGUEZ, 
MAM’12, was named director 
of workforce development for 
Goodwill Industries of Northwest 
Texas in March. She previously 
worked for Aramark as human 
resources manager. She lives in 
Lubbock.

LUIS SCHMIDT, BAS’14, 
lives in Upland, Calif., where 
he is a business agent/labor 
representative for AFSCME. Luis 
is an avid runner and completed 
12 marathons in 2018. He is on 
track to run 1,100 miles in 2019. 

STEVEN SHIPLEY, BCM’10, 
died April 13, 2019, at age 46. 
He was a teacher in Houston and 
a former pastor. He lived in Texas 
City, and led numerous Walk to 
Emmaus weekends. Survivors 
include a daughter, Taylor; his 
parents, Richard and Jane 
Shipley; and many extended 
relatives. 

JENNIFER SPIVEY, BAS’16, 
and husband Wayne have moved 
to Austin, where she worked as 
Lead Desktop Support Specialist 
at the University of Texas at 
Austin.

ALISHIA SYLVESTER, 
BAS’15, and husband DAVID, 
BAS’18, welcomed a son, 
Solomon Thomas Sylvester, on 
May 28, 2018. The family lives 
in San Antonio, where Alishia 
serves in the U.S. Air Force. 

GUILLERMO 
VILLARREAL, 
BBA’15, and 
wife HALEY, 
BSIS’15, live in 
Amarillo, where 
he opened 
his own 
State Farm 

insurance agency in September 
2018. Haley teaches in Amarillo 
at Tradewinds Elementary. The 
couple has a daughter, Amelia, 
age 2.

ALAYNA SIEBMAN WALL, 
BA’10, and husband Clayton 
welcomed their third child, a 
son named Jace Curtis, on Jan. 
19, 2019. Big brother Brant will 
be 4 this month, and big sister 
Ambree is 2. The family lives in 
Nacogdoches, where Clayton 
works with Koch Industries.

BRIDGETTE WALL, BAS’11, 
and husband BRAD, BBA’10, 
moved recently to the Lubbock 
area, where she will be coaching 
volleyball, basketball and track 
at Idalou High School. Brad 
works for Covenant Hospital as a 
financial analyst. The couple have 
two daughters, Braylee, 5, and 
Bristol, 3. 

MARSHA WHITE, BSOE’12, 
and husband JEREMY, BAS’18, 
live in Marana, Ariz., where she 
works as an industrial security 
specialist with Raytheon Missile 
Systems. Marsha retired in 2017 
from the U.S. Air Force. 

GARY WILBURN, BAS’18, and 
wife Janelle live in Layton, Utah, 
where he is a life cycle logistician 
for BAE Systems at Hill Air Force 
Base. He retired in June 2018 
from active duty in the U.S. 
Air Force. The couple has four 
children: Samuel, 15; Max, 14; 

Emma, 12; 
and Nevaeh, 
7.

wayland    
  true
We just wrapped up a whirlwind school 
year that was packed with travel, alumni 
events all over the WBU system and so 
many great opportunities to meet many of 
you and hear pieces of your Wayland story. 
I am tired, but it’s a good tired, you know? 

Going “on the road” to hang out with the 
Wayland family has been so rewarding 
for me. I have met folks doing great 
things, serving their communities and just 
generally being rock stars. Most evenings 
I wrap up an alumni event with tired 
feet but an incredibly full heart. Hearing 
how the Wayland experience provided 
opportunities for education, renewed faith 
(or introduced it), crafted friendships and 
faculty mentorships, led to promotions and 
improved lives makes all the work worth it.

In a day and age where higher education 
is getting a bad rap and our challenges are 
many, these encounters make me realize 
there is a bigger purpose at stake here. 
It makes a difference. Wayland makes a 
difference. Then you, our proud alumni, 
make a difference too. It’s a great thing.

Your Alumni Board is constantly dreaming 
of what we can do to grow our program, 
reach out to more alumni and build a 
relationship that is mutually beneficial. 
What can you do today to bless your alma 
mater? And what can we do to help you? 
Email me!

Pioneers Forever, 
Teresa Young

Director of Alumni Relations 
teresa.young@wbu.edu
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System-Wide Religious Breakdown

Baptist Catholic Non-denominational Other Christian

System-Wide Ethnic Breakdown

White Hispanic African-American Asian

Top Majors for Fall Enrollment 
(System-Wide)

Business
Applied Science
Psychology/Sociology/Human Services
Education
Justice Administration

You can be proud of what Wayland is doing and who your alma 
mater is serving on a regular basis. It’s a diverse family with a wide 
variety of study interests, preparing to make a difference in the world. 
Just like you. Here’s a snapshot of what makes Wayland unique.

Top Degrees Granted to Undergrad Majors 
(System-Wide)

Business Administration
Applied Science
Psychology/Sociology/Human Services
Education
Christian Studies

Who is Wayland?

2018 Fall Enrollment

Plainview Campus

Additional Campuses

1,029
3,489

Of our 4,518 students we have

      Active Duty Military

      Veterans

375
900

59.1%

30.7%

10.2%

35i
36-49

50h

System-Wide 
Age Breakdown

• Visit your nearby WBU 
campus to check out 
opportunities for study. Find 
a complete list of campuses 
online at:  
www.wbu.edu/campuses.

• Bring your high school student 
to one of our preview events in 
Plainview: Gold Rush is Nov. 8-9; 
Big Weekend is March 27-28, 2020.

• Donate to your designated 
campus to provide scholarships 
for future students. 
Visit give.wbu.edu to direct those 
gifts securely online.

White Hispanic African- 
American

Asian

Baptist Catholic Non- 
Denominational

Other



Like father, 
like son

After attending two traditional 
schools, Brian Woolbright finally 
gave in to his father Mark’s 

suggestion to follow his footsteps to 
Wayland. He enrolled in the San Antonio 
campus last year and is working on 
a degree in psychology and human 
services.

Brian plans to graduate in December 
2019 and then continue to a master’s 
degree in psychology while working at 
a social services agency like Children’s 
Protective Services.

“Family is really important to me, and I 
know there is drama when children are 
taken from their families. I want to bring 
another voice to them and help families 
in those situations,” said Brian, a native 
of San Antonio.

Eventually, he’d like to become a 
forensic psychologist, working with 
police and other law enforcement 
agencies to solve crimes using the 

study of human behavior. That goal will 
require a doctorate degree in the field, 
but Brian is determined to plow ahead.

His confidence has been bolstered by 
his new university home, and he’s glad 
he finally made the leap to WBU.

“I never felt like I was truly at home 
or more comfortable than I do at 
Wayland,” said Brian. “I have never 
felt so much support and love that 
this community has shown my fellow 
students and me. Every professor that 
I have had the privilege of taking has 
shown me great kindness in helping me 
deal with my disabilities like no other 
university has helped me before.”

Brian was diagnosed in grade school 
with dysgraphia – a condition that 
makes arranging words into sentences 
especially challenging – and dyscalculia, 
the mathematic equivalent of dyslexia 
that makes complex calculations even 
more difficult. But he’s found grace from 

his Wayland professors in achieving and 
completing coursework in spite of his 
challenges. 

He enjoys the format of the San Antonio 
campus that allows him to work when 
possible, take three classes per term 
and accelerate his degree completion. 

Brian says he remembers his dad 
attending Wayland while Brian was just 
a young boy, and that inspired him and 
his siblings to complete their education. 
Mark earned a degree in theology in 
1999 and pastored for several years 
before retiring. 

Brian hopes to continue that Pioneer 
legacy and inspire others through his 
journey. He was chosen recently as 
one of several recipients of the Alumni 
Loyalty Scholarship that is exclusively 
for legacy students, defined as having 
a parent, grandparent or sibling attend 
Wayland previously.

Student Spotlight

Brian presents to his class during their Thursday night meeting.San Antonio student 
follows father to Wayland
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Cody Lindberg, a 2017 graduate from the Dallas 
area, spent the first eight months of life after 
college exploring some of the most beautiful and 
challenging spots in the American landscape while 
hiking the Appalachian Trail. Starting in central 
Maine and wrapping up in northern Georgia, the 
trail hike was a 2,190.1 mile journey that taught 
Cody, a former wrestler and a business major, 
some great lessons on endurance, the importance 
of adventure and the allure of the trail and the 
family of trail-hikers he came to know and love. 
Since this adventure he has hiked in Thailand and 
Nepal as well.

To read the full story on Cody’s journey, visit the 
April 2019 issue of Extra! In the online archives at 
wbualumni.com or use your smartphone’s camera 
or QR code reader to get there by scanning this 
QR code.

TACKLING THE 
APPALACHIAN TRAIL

Cody started his adventure in central Maine and ended in 
northern Georgia. He spent 5 months hiking. 

When Cody started his hike, 13 strangers were also 
starting. The other travelers provided Cody with a 
sense of family and security along his journey.



Lessons learned on the trail:

• Pack lighter: You don’t need as much as you 
think you do. His pack started at 62 pounds and 
eventually was whittled to 20, making the hike much 
easier. Too much junk in your pack slows you down 
on the journey.

• Gain perspective: Americans live with many 
creature comforts and take much for granted. As 
Cody says, when you spend months in the woods 
and with a tiny shelter, it reminds you how easy 
things are in the civilized world.

• Solitude can be good: Being alone can often 
dredge up feelings and emotions that you’ve never 
dealt with. But having the time to work through 
those and move ahead is refreshing and healing.

The fall months provided some 
pretty scenery for Cody.

On his travels, Cody would come across trail towns 
- cities close to the trail that cater to the hiking culture - 
and he would take the day off to load up on supplies or 
explore the town.

During the winter months, the 
trees lost their leaves but Cody 
didn’t lose his facial hair.

Because this trail goes through 
many states, Cody came in 
contact with different climates - 
including some snow.
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Hanging in the Ring
Flying Queen Morgan Bennett, a junior from Shallowater, is interviewed by Lubbock sportscaster Pete Christy after she was invited 

by the Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame to have her jersey hang in their Ring of Honor. The year-long display in Knoxville, Tenn., 
recognizes the top high school and college players for the 2018-19 season. Bennett was named All-Conference First Team and 

NAIA Second Team All-American.


