


Home. It’s where the heart 
is, bringing thoughts of friends 
and family, shared experiences, 
vivid and meaningful memories, 
impactful opportunities, and 
relationships that last a lifetime. 

This has been my Wayland 
experience. I hope it has been 
yours, too. And I hope that as we 
strive to connect more and more 
with our alumni from all Wayland 
campuses, it brings many of you 
back to your Wayland home. 

Among the greatest treasures of 
my life has been the privilege of 
regularly visiting Wayland’s many 
campuses and instructional sites 
and witnessing the academically 
excellent, caring, Christ-based 
phenomenon that is a Wayland 
education. I am always impressed 
by the consistency of this 
experience, carefully created by 
our faculty and staff wherever 
Wayland exists not only for our 
students but also for each other 
and the communities we serve. No 
matter which Wayland campus you 
attended, I feel sure that you know 
exactly what I mean. 

Through this experience I found 
my Wayland home. It is where 
my heart is. It has cared for me, 
nurtured me, consoled me, and 

celebrated with me. It has greatly 
strengthened and enriched my faith 
in Jesus Christ. It has changed my 
life.  

As we celebrate Wayland’s first 
century and march confidently into 
its next, I encourage you to reflect 
on your time at Wayland and come 
home. Visit your Wayland campus. 
Attend Homecoming weekend. 
Engage in the emerging online 
and social media opportunities 
Wayland is creating to connect 
with you. 

In many ways, Wayland’s future 
scope and impact depend on 
you. Your success stories are the 
lifeblood of our newly invigorated 
marketing efforts in an incredibly 
competitive industry. Your 
willingness to inform us about and 
support new opportunities greatly 
magnifies Wayland’s reach.  

Help us make this special place 
available to current and future 
generations by sending us your 
students, sharing your resources, 
and networking Wayland with 
opportunities to provide higher 
education and service to your 
communities. 

And come on home. Everyone in 
the Wayland Family would love to 
see you.  
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After Nneka Brown-Massey 
left full-time military service, 
she knew education was 
her next step. Naturally, a 
shopping trip was in order.

“I’ve always been obsessed 
with back-to-school supplies 
and think the right materials 
really set a path for you,” 
says Nneka, 29, a native of 
Columbus, Ga. “Nothing 
stood out to me, so I thought 
maybe I could do my own.”

She was often seeing great 
artwork by people on social 
media and wanted to share it, 
so she came up with the idea 
to partner with artists to put 
their work on notebooks she 
created.

“I got some prototypes 
made at Office Max, 
took photos and created a 
website and posted an ad 
on Instagram. Within 24 
hours, I had 8,000 notebooks 
purchased and had to shut 
down the website to figure 
out how to fulfill them,” she 
recalls of the 2016 launch. 
“It’s a new way of thinking. 
Millennials want to know 
how we can change what 

we’re used to and that’s how I 
thought of the process.”

Nneka started her company 
in Georgia while her husband 
was stationed in Afghanistan. 
After they moved to Hawaii 
in June 2017, she transferred 
to Wayland to finish her 
business degree. She liked 
the fact that Wayland was 
military friendly but the 
opportunity to learn face-to-
face really sold her.

After the move, Nneka is 
reorganizing her Innovative 
Supplies business since her 
workforce was in Georgia. 
She has plans to expand her 
product line to rulers, crayon 
boxes and perhaps even 
apparel. She wants to employ 
veterans and mentor teens in 
the process. She also hopes 
to become a certified woman-
owned and veteran-owned 
business.

student 
spotlight

Hawaii student 
launches fashion 
notebook line
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Redefining home
WBU grads work to 
create a new definition 
of  home for clients.
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home
Home has a variety of  meanings 

for everyone. But a common thread 
among Wayland students is that 
this place – this “little school in 
West Texas” founded on a doctor’s 
dream and lots of  prayer – becomes 
just that for the four or five years 
they are here. The following series 
of  stories explores the theme of  
home and how it is played out by 
our alumni every day.

“        Where we love 
is home... home 

that our feet may 
leave but not 

our hearts.”
Oliver Wendell Holmes Sr.
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For a school of its size, Wayland has 
a good number of full-time faculty who 
are also alumni. For many, teaching at 
their alma mater is not just a job but a 
deeper experience. Wayland is home 
to them, and their daily work involves 
making it home for the students they 
teach. Here are the stories of just a few 
of those faculty.

“This has just been my place”

Dr. Maria O’Connell is the first to 
admit that her first stint at Wayland 
wasn’t great: “It just wasn’t the right fit.”

But she is quick to add that her time 
on staff was just long enough to build 
a love for the university and fanned the 
flames of a long-held desire to complete 
her education and years later return 
as faculty. Every step, she says, was 
ordained by God.

“I loved Wayland and loved being 
here, so I thought I’d go back to school. 
My kids were mostly grown and one 
was going to Wayland already,” recalls 
O’Connell, an associate professor of 
English since 2013.

O’Connell set out to finish her 
Bachelor of Arts degree in English, 

taking full loads and CLEP tests and 
speeding through in about a year. Near 
the end an encounter with then-English 
professor and school dean Dr. Cindy 
McClenagan (now Vice President for 
Academic Affairs) planted a seed for 
graduate school, and she applied at 
Texas Tech for the master’s degree 
program in English. A few weeks later, 
she got the call that she was accepted. 

“I graduated from Wayland on 
August 6 and started my graduate 
work on August 15,” she recalls. She 
applied from there straight into the 
doctoral program and was accepted. 
After completing her PhD, O’Connell 
taught adjunctly, hoping for a full-time 
position to open at Wayland.

“I’m looking around at professors 
who have been here 45 years and 
weren’t going anywhere. Then positions 
started opening up, so I applied and 
got the job,” she said, noting that she 
now offices where her mentor Dr. Arch 
Mayfield spent many decades. “This 
was meant to be. I have loved it here. 
I love being faculty, and I love my 
colleagues.”

O’Connell remembers the steep 
learning curve and the feeling that “I 
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Alumni 
return to 
Wayland 
as faculty
By Teresa Young
Photos by Teresa Young, 
WBU Staff

Top: Dr. Maria O’Connell spends 
office time in her favorite way: 
visiting with students about their 
degree or assignments. Above: 
Dr. Wilburn Lackey celebrated 
40 years of teaching at Wayland 
in 1978, having earned his 
bachelor’s degree here in 1970. 
His wife Dr. Polly Lackey, who is 
director of libraries at WBU, was 
honored for 45 years of service.



was so lost” when deciding to head 
back to school as a 40-something adult. 
Though apprehension was normal, 
she credits WBU professors for 
encouragement to keep pressing on.

“Dr. (Jose) Rubio, my Spanish 
teacher, did a lot for 
my confidence and 
feeling like I really 
was a student. I 
gradually just found 
myself immersed in 
this experience. I felt 
like I had a community 
here,” she said, naming 
several others as key 
encouragers. 

The adventure 
continues as O’Connell 
now serves alongside 
her faculty mentors, 
teaching both English 
core classes as well as 
upper-level American 

literature classes and master’s level 
courses. She says she’s carrying on the 
tradition of encouragement and support 
for her students that she found at 
Wayland, one of her favorite parts of the 
experience.

“This has just been my place. I like 
being an alum and I like telling my 
students not to worry if it takes them 26 
years to get their BA; we’ll be here,” 
she laughs. “It’s amazing when you take 
students from freshman classes through 
to upper levels and you see them just 
blossom and grow. I couldn’t do that at 
a big university but I can do that here. I 
love what I do. It’s a good place to be.”

“I thought it would be cool”

For Dr. Gene Whitfill, a career in 
education happened by chance. Today, 
as dean of the Don Williams School 
of Education and associate professor 

at Wayland, he helps shape future 
educators in a role he never would have 
seen himself in decades earlier.

A farm boy from Silverton whose 
sister Gale graduated from Wayland in 
1969, Whitfill came to WBU for the 
second summer term of 1971. He signed 
up for biology, having long enjoyed 
science classes.

“I had no idea what I wanted to do, 
still don’t. I initially thought I wanted 
to be pre-med and I figured out really 
quickly that if I just came to class and 
studied at all I could get a B. But getting 
that A was a commitment I just wasn’t 
really ready to make, and you’re not 
going to med school making Bs,” he 
says with his signature laugh. “I was 
having too much fun and didn’t want to 
spend all that time studying.”

By the time he finished the degree 
in 1974, he had a biology major and 
a church music minor but no real idea 
what to do next. Whitfill married while 
at WBU, then returned to Silverton to 
farm with his family. But after five years 
that venture dried up. He thought about 
teaching, joking that he liked the idea of 
having summers off. 

He returned to WBU for a teaching 
certificate and added math classes for 
a second teaching field. A year later, he 
was back at Silverton teaching math 
and computers, then moved the family 
to Plainview in 1986 to be a computer 
teacher. In the early ‘90s, Plainview 
created a new position for technology 

Dr. Gene Whitfill discusses 
educational theory with his 
class during a recent term.
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“ This was meant 
to be. I have loved 
it here. I love being 

faculty, and I love my 
colleagues. ~ 

Dr. Maria O’Connell



director and Whitfill was the first 
hired. Happy in his new role and 
not on the job hunt, Whitfill said 
he took the opportunity to apply 
when the job opening came up in 
2009.

“Even as a college student 
I thought it would be cool to 
teach college,” he recalls. “I was 
shocked they hired me; I don’t 
know that I was a perfect fit.”

Wayland must have disagreed, 
choosing him to teach 
introduction to education and 
classroom management. In a few 
short years, then-dean Dr. Jim 
Todd asked Whitfill for help with 
the graduate program, changing 
his title to associate dean. Five 
years later, Todd retired and 
handed the deanship to Whitfill.

He still teaches, but the 
majority of his time is spent in 
administrative duties overseeing 
the complex teacher education 
program. 

“We always want to turn out 
the best teacher in the classroom 
we can put out there. It’s not the 
content that makes a teacher; 
anyone can learn that. They stay 
in teaching because they know 
the pedagogy; they know how to 
engage students and get people 
excited.”

Whitfill said he loves being 
back at his alma mater and being 
able to shape the next generation 
of educators. 

“One thing I have learned, 
I’d put my Wayland degree up 
against anybody anywhere,” 
he said. “Our kids are just as 
talented and bright as anyone 
else. We don’t take a backseat to 

anyone.”
Whitfill’s three children all 

attended Wayland and all three 
work in education, Patrick 
(BA’02) teaches at Wofford 
College; Michelle Taylor 
(BM’00) and Jonathan (BS’00) 
teach in secondary public 
schools. 

“I don’t see any reason 
why I’d ever leave.”

When Dr. Rebekah Shepard 
Crowe enrolled in 1998, she 
declared a history major early 
and never looked back. 

“I always 
knew what 
I wanted 
to do,” 
she said of 
teaching. “I 
took every 
history 
class they 
offered here 
and some independent studies. I 
knew I wanted to go on and do 
collegiate teaching eventually, 
but I wasn’t sure if I would go 
work for the national archives or 
something first.”

Wayland was familiar because 
her sister Sarah Beth had 
attended earlier and Rebekah had 
visited often. Rebekah enjoyed 
being in the band – where she 
met her future husband, Ryan 
Crowe – as well as Student 
Foundation and Student Union 
Board. The summer before her 
senior year, she and Ryan (who 
had transferred to Baylor) began 
dating.
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Top: Dr. Gene Whitfill visits with a 
student about his education degree 
plan during office hours. Middle: Dr. 
Rebekah Crowe delivers a history 
lecture in the Gates Hall Auditorium. 
Bottom: Dr. Maria O’Connell 
discusses a book for a reading 
assignment with a student in her office.

“ Even as a college 
student I thought 
it would be cool 
to teach college.”

~ Dr. Gene Whitfill
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She applied for graduate school at 
Baylor – following in the footsteps 
of her faculty mentor, Dr. Estelle 
Owens – and moved to Waco just after 
graduation in 2002. She and Ryan were 
married that summer and she started 
work on a master’s degree in U.S. 
history two weeks later. 

“That’s where I learned public 
history and was trained as an oral 
historian,” Crowe said of her graduate 
school years. “I worked in archives and 
got other types of experience. At the 
archives, I worked for Ellen Kuniyuki 
Brown, another WBU graduate.”

At a WBU event, then-President Dr. 
Paul Armes encouraged her to come 
back to teach after getting her degrees. 
After graduation and a few other 
moves, Rebekah applied for the Ph.D. 
program at TCU. She began work on 
the degree in 2007 and finished in 
December 2013.

A job was opening at Wayland that 
fall, and she was able to start while 
waiting to defend her dissertation. 
With an avid interest in western and 
women’s history, she teaches a variety 
of classes, both at the undergraduate 
level and for the school’s master’s 
degree in history, which she took over 

coordinating after Owens’ retirement.
“That’s been one of the best things 

about being back… being able to 
teach with the people who taught me. 
That’s really fun,” says Crowe, now an 
associate professor. Coming back home 
was natural and she finds it incredibly 
rewarding to teach in the same 
classrooms in which she learned. 

“I really love the interaction between 
students and faculty here,” she says. “I 
feel like I have the opportunity to be 
part of my students’ lives. I know when 
they’re not in class and I care. That’s 
how I felt when I was here; I don’t 
think it would have been possible for 
me to fall through the cracks. That was 
the model that I had, that this is what a 
professor is. 

“This place is just special. It’s weird 
and complicated but it’s a special place 
to be,” she laughs. “I tell Ryan they’ll 
have to drag my cold dead body out of 
here. I have no plans to go anywhere 
else; I don’t see any reason why I’d 
ever leave.”

Visit the magazine link online at 
www.wbualumni.com for an additional 
story from this series about Dr. Jeff 
Anderson.

“ I always knew 
what I wanted to 
do. I took every 

history class they 
offered here.”

~ Dr. Rebekah Crowe Dr. Rebekah Crowe consults with a student about her paper after class.

Alumni on Faculty
Dr. Jeff Anderson, since 1991
Dr. Barbara Carr, 2002
Dr. Rebekah Crowe, 2013
Ashley Edlin, 2017
Dr. Paul Fikes, 2011 
Dr. Scott Franklin, 2000
Dr. Gary Gray, 2007
Sherrie King, 1998
Dr. Wilburn Lackey, 1978
Kassie Lane, 2017
Dr. Clinton Lowin, 2011
Dr. Brian McClenagan, 1997
Dr. Maria O’Connell, 2013
Dr. Estelle Owens, emeritus
Dr. Tim Powers, 2014
Dr. Vaughn Ross, emeritus
Christa Smith, emeritus
Dr. Sam Van Hoose, 2002
Dr. Kelly Warren, 2005
Dr. Gene Whitfill, 2009
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Photos and Story 
by Teresa Young

Courtesy photos from 
Kristi Greenway, 

Ron Bowen

“We give them opportunities 
to heal”

Jeremy Walker was fully settled 
into a career in ministry when God 
– and his wife Krystle – shook his 
foundation with one little question: 
“What would it look like if you 
didn’t work at a church?” Jeremy’s 
response was simple: He didn’t see 
that ever happening. After all, he’d 
gotten a degree in church music and 
had worked in youth ministry since 
graduating from Wayland in 2006.  

But just a few months later, 
Jeremy was sitting in a new desk 
as director of education, recreation 
and spiritual development at Texas 
Boys Ranch in the rural outskirts of 
Lubbock, a residential housing and 
foster/adoption licensing agency. 
In his new role since October 2017, 
Jeremy oversees the educational 
and recreational opportunities for 
the children at the Boys Ranch and 
serves as a chaplain.

“We have a wide variety of kids 
here from diverse backgrounds,” 
says Jeremy. “The difference (from 
church work) is that instead of 
partnering with parents or schools to 
help the children, more responsibility 
is on this team.” 

Much of the work at the Boys 
Ranch is helping children who 
have been taken from their 

homes – whether temporarily or 
permanently – deal with what they 
have experienced in a setting that is 
as much like a real house as possible, 
complete with house parents who 
provide stability and a good example 
of what a healthy home looks like. 

“Some kids are coming out of 
situations where their understanding 
of home is a pretty desperate 
situation. They are incredibly 
frustrated because they do not want 
to disrespect or undermine their 
parents but deep down they know 
there was something that happened 
that was really wrong, and they are 
trying to come to grips with that,” 
he says. “The house parents are 
incredibly influential for providing 
that home, as are the counselors.”

In his chaplaincy role, Jeremy 
focuses on the spiritual health of the 

The word “home” evokes a variety of images in the 
minds of those who hear it. Some are positive, and some 
are negative. But for some Wayland alumni, their daily 
work revolves around redefining home for those in their 
care. Here are their stories.

Jeremy Walker stands outside the Cook Recreation 
Center where he spends his time at Texas Boys Ranch.
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children entrusted to their care, 
which involves showing them the 
love of Christ both literally and 
practically. Since children may 
not be at the Boys Ranch long, 
intentionality is important.

“Our hope is that however long 
we have with them they would 
understand two things: 1) we loved 
them while they were here and 2) 
we loved them because Christ loved 
us,” Jeremy explains. “We want to 
give them an opportunity to heal, 
and sometimes that just means 
protecting them and giving them 
some space and time to heal and 
stop re-aggravating that wound.”

At the end of the day, Jeremy 
says the Boys Ranch wants the 
children to know that the love they 
have experienced is from God and 
has a pure motivation. 

“Our mission here is ‘Sharing 
Jesus. Healing hearts. Transforming 
lives.’ There has to be a new 

expectation and perception 
of what is quality life,” he 
says. “If we can accomplish 
even the bare minimum 
of that then it has been 
valuable; it’s not just time 
away from home.”

A native of Crosbyton, 
Jeremy transferred to 
Wayland, then worked in 
music and youth ministry 
in West Texas. A Boys 
Ranch employee built a 
relationship with their 
church in Ropes – including 
pastor Donovan Martin, a 
1994 and 2008 graduate of 

Wayland – and that impacted 
the Walkers. When the 

position opened up, they felt God 
leading them to make the change.  
Jeremy and wife Krystle, a medical 
ICU nurse at Covenant Hospital, 
have two children: Rutledge, 4, and 
Paisley, almost 2.

“We want it to feel like 
home”

Her mother gets the credit for 
building a love for nursing home 
work in Kristi Greenway. While she 
worked as a home administrator in 
Claude, Texas, her kids were 
comfortable in the senior 
care facilities. Kristi studied 
religious education and 
psychology and did tutoring 
and subbing while raising her 
young children. 

“When my kids were old 
enough, my mom talked me 
into getting my nursing home 

administrator’s license because 
she wanted to retire soon,” says 
Kristi, a 1992 graduate. “I took my 
classes for that through Wayland 
in Amarillo and then went to work 
with her so she could partially 
retire.”

After 12 years, Kristi took a 
break to work in youth ministry at 
their church, Paramount Baptist in 
Amarillo. Then four years ago, she 
joined Baptist Community Services 
as the administrator over their three 
assisted-living complexes, one a 
brand-new home for Alzheimer’s 
patients. While her role is different 
than a single home administrator, 
she keeps in touch with residents as 
much as possible. 

“The resident is the focus of our 
company, and I like that. There 
is a great need for quality places 
for people who are living with 
Alzheimer’s and other dementias; 
many places are still very 
institutionalized,” she says. “Our 
goal is for this to be home. Our 
Sycamore (for dementia patients) 
is a small house model with two 
homes that mirror each other. There 
are living rooms, a dining room and 
bedrooms, and it’s all decorated 
more like a house. Residents have 

Kristi Greenway greets a client at her work. Below, Kristi 
and husband Scott with their children Ryan and Tori.
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a private bedroom but they can 
watch TV or do activities in the 
living areas, have Bible studies, 
etc. We want it to feel like home.”

Those personal touches are 
helpful in redefining home for 
those that need the extra care 
of assisted living but not 24-7 
nursing care, Kristi says. Keeping 
their facilities updated like people 
would in their own residence is a 
key factor as well. Government 
regulations on such facilities and 
the need to serve so many in one 
place call for creativity, but Kristi 
says educating staff helps.

“Educating (resident) families 
and our staff both are important. 
You have to turn the tide of 
thinking about the industry; it’s 
very different than it was 15 years 
ago,” she says. “Our approach is 
very relationship-centered: you 
learn about their past, their likes 
and dislikes, their habits and 
preferences. Staff get to know 
the residents so you can have 
conversations and know their 
interests. If you get to know them 
and know what’s important to 
them, then when they have a bad 
day they will trust you to do those 
things for them that they need.”

Kristi says the rewards come 
from knowing that no matter what 
her day-to-day job may entail, 
providing for those older adults 
who have given so much is at the 
heart of it all.

“Whenever I talk to new 
employees, I tell them this is not 
just a job. You are here to serve 
people who have made our society 

what it is. They have a lot of 
wisdom and if you are willing to 
listen, they give you so much,” 
she says. “As people age, they 
tend to let go of those things that 
are not so important and they are 
much more fun to be around. The 
relationship is what’s important to 
me, and the chance to give back to 
these people.”

Kristi and husband Scott, a 1992 
graduate, married while in college. 
He is the financial coordinator at 
Paramount Baptist, and they have 
two children working on their 
post-graduate education. 

“It’s really a special calling”

“When I was in college, I just 
wanted to do something where I 

could help people,” says LaTosha 
Myers, a 1998 graduate and a 
Pioneer track star. “I knew social 
work was what I wanted to do, and 
once I started working with kids I 
knew that was it for me.”

After spending three years in 
substance abuse counseling in the 
prison system, LaTosha began 
working with foster youth. She 
currently works with Upbring, 
a child placement agency that 
works with foster care families to 
license them for that special role 
to provide a temporary home from 
crisis before they return home or 
are adopted. 

“Once CPS removes kids from 
their homes, they look for foster 
families, and they often call us to 
find a place for them,” explains 
LaTosha. “We try to encourage 
them and try to break the cycle of 
abuse so they don’t grow up and 
go through the same things they 
went through as kids.”

She works with children of 
all ages and many are sibling 
groups. LaTosha says about half 
of the cases end in restoration to 
biological parents, while the others 

“ We are here to 
serve people who 

have made our 
society what it is.”

~ Kristi Greenway

Former track star LaTosha Myers 
spends her time tracking foster kids.
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become available for adoption. 
In either case, the role of foster 
parenting is to bridge that gap with 
a healthy, nurturing experience. 
For Upbring, this means providing 
thorough training in best practices 
for parenting, especially when 
dealing with children who have 
dealt with difficulty.

“Our training involves a lot of 
teaching – how these kids have 
been through trauma and often 
the behaviors they are displaying 
is because of what they went 

through. Children have a hard time 
expressing how they are feeling, so 
they act out in certain ways,” she 
says. “We want the foster parents 
to understand that the child is not 
bad; it’s just bad behavior. We give 
them tools to work with the child.”

Once families are licensed, 
social workers like LaTosha keep 
up with them and the children 

in their care, providing support, 
encouragement and resources and 
making sure the children are in the 
best possible situation given their 
circumstances. That longtime care 
is part of what LaTosha enjoys.

“It’s rewarding for me to see 
that the families just seem to know 
what to do,” she says. “It’s really a 
special calling, a ministry.”

LaTosha sees her own work as 
ministry, advocating for those with 
no voice. The work has grown her 
own desire to foster. She keeps 

a caseload of 
12-15 families, 
involving 20-25 
children. It’s 
hard work and 
emotionally 
wrenching for 
many, but it 
has positive 
moments.

“The reward 
for me is seeing 
the kiddos find 
forever homes, 
to go to adoption 

hearings and see that happy 
ending,” she says with a smile. 
“Second is when they go back to 
their own homes. Parents make 
mistakes, and if they can do what 
they need to do to change, they 
deserve to get their kids back.

“I am really passionate about 
what I do; I don’t see it as a job.” 

“You have to give back”

A glance at Ron Bowen’s resume 
shows his love for healthcare. But 

there is more to his career choice.
“I started working in nursing 

homes in admissions and 
marketing, then moved more 
into the social work arena. I 
have always loved older adults, 
and I just fell in love with that 
population,” says Ron, a 1987 
graduate. 

Ron quickly realized the 
senior care world was where he 
belonged. He worked in assisted 
living properties, then moved into 
the regional role to support the 
dementia population that is his 
“favorite to work with.” He earned 
a master’s degree in gerontology 
from St. Joseph, which opened the 
doors to more opportunity.

Today, Ron is divisional director 
for life guidance operations for 
Atria Senior Living, working 
specifically with dementia care 
units. He lives in Connecticut and 
covers a territory of four states. 
In total, he oversees 23 of Atria’s 
properties, meaning lots of travel 
and plenty of opportunities to care 
for this special population.

“My job is to make sure 
our residential neighborhoods 
are following the policies and 
procedures in place and that 
residents have the best quality of 

“ The reward for 
me is seeing 

the kiddos find 
forever homes...  
to see that happy 

ending.”
~ LaTosha Myers

Ron Bowen, left, participates in the 
Alzheimer’s Walk in his area annually, 
an important cause since he works 
with dementia patients.



11

life,” says Ron. “I like working 
with older adults because of 
their history, and I believe you 
have to give back. They are 
a vulnerable population, and 
somebody has to be their voice. 
Especially with dementia, I like 
learning how the brain works 
and how their past personalities 
come through. I like figuring 
out how to make someone’s 
life better through this awful 
disease.”

Ron says the challenges of 
creating “home” for those who 
are no longer in their long-
time residence multiply when 
dealing with dementia patients. 
The residents know they are no 
longer home and aren’t always 
happy about it. The safety or 
nutrition issues which drive 
families to move them into the 
Atria neighborhoods can be 
stressful.

“How do we make a home 
life for them? They don’t feel 
safe in their environment, or 
they want to go back to their 
childhood home, so that has 
a lot of different meanings 
for them,” Ron says. “Home 
is really about security, being 
safe and having your needs 
met. It’s difficult to create a 
home-like atmosphere with 
20 people who all come from 
different backgrounds, cultures 
and experiences. Home has so 
many different meanings both 
collectively and individually.”

Atria’s approach is to create 
a “life story.” In addition to 
learning about residents’ life 
details like work and hobbies, 
they also learn their passions 
and their triggers. Much of this 
is individualized and requires 
working around the disease 
while realizing that their 
dementia does play a role.

Adding in music also helps 
their residents communicate 
and cope as it evokes many 
memories. Programs like 
Dementia Village and Alive 
Inside have been particularly 
helpful in what Atria has 
accomplished.

Ron said his work is 
incredibly rewarding and he 
takes the time 
to visit with 
residents 
everywhere he 
travels.

“The biggest 
reward is just 
knowing that 
we are giving 
human beings 
the best they 
deserve, even with dementia,” 
he says. “A lot of them were 
successful people in life, and 
it’s rewarding to know that we 
are helping them not give up 
all that just because of a crappy 
disease. Just giving a hug and 
getting a smile is rewarding.”

Ron and his wife Christine 
have two college-age children.

Want to impact the lives of 
foster children or the elderly? 
Here are some easy ways to 
get involved: 

• Apply to become a foster 
parent in your community. 
Contact an agency in your 
area to learn the process.

• Volunteer with agencies 
that support children, like 
Court Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASA), Big 
Brothers, Big Sisters or a 
local children’s home.

• Visit a nursing home or 
assisted-living facility 
and ask how you can 
volunteer. Seniors love just 
visiting or playing games, 
or you could share musical 
talent or give manicures.

• Sign up for a 5K race to 
support causes such as 
fighting human trafficking, 
or research for diseases 
that impact many.

how can 
you help?

“ They are 
vulnerable, and 

somebody has to 
be their voice.”

~ Ron Bowen

A younger Ron Bowen with his 
grandmother, his inspiration for work 
with the elderly.
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Lance Heinen distinctly remembers telling the 
nice folks at the Best Maid farm operation that he 
would not be back the following summer to repeat 
his job with crop production for the Fort Worth-
based pickle packer. 

Yet that one-time summer stint as a high 
school and college student has evolved into not 
only a full-time job for Heinen, a 2012 Wayland 
graduate, but also a career he truly enjoys. A 
native of Plainview, Heinen earned a degree in 
recreation and camp management at WBU. In 
between semesters, he’d return to the Hale County 
acreage where Best Maid contracts with 15 
growers to produce more than 30 million pounds 
of cucumbers each summer, accounting for more 
than half of the company’s pickles for a year.

 
Humble beginnings

Heinen was recently named director of supply 
chain for Best Maid after spending several years as 
crop production manager for the local operation, 
a job that split his time between West Texas in the 
growing season and Fort Worth in the off-season. 

He started with Best Maid in 2006 while in 
high school and kept the gig during college. After 
graduating from Wayland, Heinen enrolled at 
West Virginia Wesleyan to pursue an MBA while 
operating the school’s outdoor recreation program.

Heinen had just received his master’s degree in 
2014 when the former production manager died of 
cancer. The company called their regular summer 
employee and asked him to take the job full time. 

“I had always enjoyed being out there on the job 
but never saw it as a full-time career until it got 
offered to me,” recalls Lance. “They made a good 
offer and I didn’t have anything else lined up. So I 
decided to come back for a year and see if I liked 
it. I just never left.

“I don’t think I could do anything I loved more.”

Learning the ropes
That first year, Heinen was a floater at the Fort 

Worth plant, learning all aspects of the pickle 
production process and seeing how his skills and 
talents could be used with the company.

“It was really a great opportunity for me,” he 
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Alumnus 
oversees 

supply chain 
for Best Maid

Specially designed harvesters make picking the ripe cucumbers much faster than hand picking. Lance Heinen, a 
2012 graduate, shows off a cucumber plant that is nearly ready to harvest. 

Story and photos 
by Teresa Young
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recalled. “Every fall when I’ve come 
back the list of projects to be done gets 
longer.”

 Heinen says he’s enjoyed learning 
about all the aspects of the food industry, 
from food safety and tracking — Best 
Maid is able to track jarred products back 
to the exact field on which the plant was 
grown — to the business analysis and 
more technical side of the operation.

A defined process
The pickle-growing business is all 

about timing. The entire process takes 45 
days from seed to harvest. The company 
rents acreage from area growers who 
rotate their crops and grow one cucumber 
crop each summer. Around day 30, bees 
are brought in to pollinate the plants in 
order to create a straight pickle.

Best Maid has strict standards for 
pickle sizes for products, so harvesting 
must be done within 24 hours of 
readiness. Custom harvesting equipment 
gets the job done quickly, then fruit is 
cleaned and sorted in the shed, with any 
broken or crooked pickles removed. 
From that point, large trucks take the 
washed fruit to Fort Worth to finish the 
pickling process.

“You have to be a little bit of a gambler 
to be a farmer,” Heinen said. “We 
operate by the principal that if it’s not 
working for everybody it’s not working 
for anybody. We have an obligation to 
the grower and the company to try and 
make it work for everybody.”

Heinen said he enjoys working for a 
well-known Texas brand like Best Maid.

“It’s cool to be able to see how a  food 
product is grown and made.”

Top: The harvester lifts the 
vine and metal rollers grab the 
ripened fruit. It then goes on a 
conveyer belt, where sensors 
determine size and release 
any cucumbers that are over 
the allowable diameter. Left: 
Once the harvester’s hopper is 
full, it is dumped into another 
smaller hopper, then (bottom) 
the hopper transports the load 
to a large truck that takes the 
harvested fruit to the Best 
Maid shed for cleaning and 
sorting before making the trip 
to Fort Worth for production. 
Above: The final destination.

         I don’t think
         I could do 
anything I loved 
more.” 
“ How it’s made
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Amanda Page still vividly 
remembers a seminar from a Sigma 
Tau Delta conference in Portland 
during her days at Wayland.

“It focused on how an English 
major is so practical because it 
prepares you for the real world in so 
many different ways,” 
recalls Page, a 2013 
graduate. “They even 
taught you how to 
build a resume based 
on those key skills.”

Evidently those 
lessons stuck, as Amanda is living 
that out now as a new business 
owner by day and a vocalist by night 
for a band in the Dallas-Fort Worth 
Metroplex called Sister. Raised in 
Plano, Amanda said Plainview was 
familiar since her parents grew up 
in the West Texas town and her 
grandfather, the late John Page, 
was a long-time business owner in 
Plainview, running Page’s Grocery 
stores.

“I hadn’t really thought about 
going to Wayland, but my 
grandfather’s health was declining 
so I decided it would be a good 
arrangement to come here, live with 
him and help care for him while I 
was going to school,” Amanda said. 
“It was a cool experience to get to 
spend more time with him, and I fell 
in love with Wayland along the way. 
It was smaller here, your professors 
know you and I got to have 

relationships with them. I felt 
like Wayland was my oyster.”

Amanda indeed found her 
groove and got to experience 
a variety of campus life facets 
despite living off-campus, 
including hosting a radio 
show on campus, active in the 
English department and the 
aforementioned Sigma Tau 
honor society, working out in 
the Laney Center and more. 
She even competed in the Miss 
Wayland pageant her senior year 
and served as Miss Wayland 
2013. She started a fashion blog 
and did a fashion show with 
some girls from the campus.

With an early love for English, 
Amanda declared her major 
with dreams of being a writer or 

maybe a college professor. After 
graduation she returned home 
to teach ninth-grade English in 
South Dallas. She was seemingly 
in her element.

“I was the pre-AP teacher 
and taught some regular classes 
in composition and literature. 
What I loved is that these kids 
were really rough around the 
edges, but my job every day 
was so purposeful. Everything 
I said to them mattered, and I 
have been the only adult that 
really connected with them,” 
she says. “These kids get close 
to you and so you’re almost 
a counselor. My passion for 
English came through and 
excited a lot of them, which was 
very meaningful to me.”

Page enjoys 
creativity of  
new business
By Teresa Young
Photos by Jessica Parker Photography
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During her teaching years, 
she indulged another passion 
– gardening and all things 
botanical – and volunteered to 
intern at a neighborhood floral 
shop. She caught the bug.

“The moment I started doing 
this, something inside clicked, 
like this is my sweet spot,” she 
says. “I’ve always had a natural 
appeal to aesthetics but I didn’t 
know how to make it real; this 
was it. I fell in love with it and 
began wanting to do it more.”

She soon went to work for 
a wedding venue as the in-
house florist. For two years, she 
continued to learn, hone her 
natural floral design skills and 
build a reputation. 

“I got to the point where I 
either had to stay there or go 
start my own place. I was single, 
no kids and no mortgage… I 
figured I might as well do it 
now,” recalls Amanda. 

She jumped out independently 
and with two big jobs earned 
enough seed money to start 
a floral design business, fed 
heavily by word of mouth, 
industry networking and social 
media outreach. She started 
a studio in Dallas’ Oakcliff 
neighborhood and shares it with 
her artist friend Haylee Ryan.

She named her business 
Zephyr Floral, a nod to her 
grandfather John, who died in 
February 2014 and lived on 

Zephyr Street. The 
definition, was fitting: 
“a gentle breeze from 
the west.”

“I adored my 
grandfather. He was 
a genuinely kind 
person, and I always 
aspired to be like 
him,” she says. “He 
treated people with 
utmost respect and 
was generous beyond 
belief. Those are all 
things I want to do in 
my business as well. 
I think of him like 
that gentle breeze, 
encouraging me.”

Amanda opened her 
business in October 
2017 and is already 

taking off. She stays busy with 
weddings and other events and 
is loving life. But when she’s 
not performing her craft in that 
arena, she has another outlet.

Having sung since childhood, 
Amanda picked up singing gigs 
with Haylee after she returned 
home from Wayland, adding 
songwriting to their resumes. 
Along the way they picked up 
bass and electric guitar players 
and a drummer, officially 
becoming a “bluesy Americana 
rock band” they call Sister.

The group’s first album, 
Spiraling Minds, was released 
recently and is available on 
Spotify and Apple Music. The 
band plays about once a month 
at various venues around the 
area. They are working on 
another album to record in 2019.

That versatile English degree 
is coming in handy as Amanda 
promotes her own business. 

“I sell them with my creative 
writing skills on things they 
can’t live without,” she says. 
“Everyone views a florist 
as being highly creative and 
quirky, so how you present your 
material is important.”

To that, she gives great credit 
to her Wayland professors, the 
mentors who encouraged her 
and taught her well.

“I can’t believe how fondly I 
think of Wayland and how much 
I love this place. It was such a 
special experience, and I love 
my school,” she said.

The moment I started doing this, something 
inside clicked, like this is my sweet spot.”“
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Talk to current students and 
alumni and a similar theme begins 
to emerge: Wayland is a family. 
It’s home. 

With that in mind, Homecoming  
2018 bears a simple theme: 
“Home,” and will focus on the 
traditions that made Wayland so 
special in the first place.

Traditional elements return, 
such as Friday chapel to honor the 
Golden Anniversary Class of 1968 
and the classes of 1958, 1978, 
1988, 1998 and 2008, who will 
have additional time to reminisce. 
Chapel will also feature a panel 
of alumni sharing about their own 
experiences and current life.

The opportunity to take campus 
tours, visit the new Jimmy Dean 
Museum and hear a math/science 
alumni lecture are back, as is the 
luncheon for alums of 50 years or 

more. All these give alums a great 
chance to catch up with each other 
and their alma mater.

On Friday evening, the alumni 
awards banquet returns for the 
second year, a chance to honor 
our Distinguished Alumni Award 
winners and the Pioneers of 
Promise student winners. It’s a 
great event that reminds us how 
special the Wayland family is!

The homecoming musical returns 
to the lineup as a fan favorite, with 

theatre and music joining forces 
for Into the Woods, performing on 
Thursday-Saturday evenings at 
7:30. Tickets are $4 for alumni.

The homecoming football game 
Saturday features a matchup with 
Texas Wesleyan, with the Pioneer 
Palooza Pregame taking on a bit 
of a different feel with food trucks 
and booths on campus to grab 
your grub before caravanning 
to the stadium. Inflatables and 
games for kids make for a family-
friendly atmosphere. 

Make plans to join us now Oct. 
26 and 27 for homecoming in 
Plainview! It’ll be a great chance 
to reconnect with friends and 
come back home!

Visit www.wbualumni.com for 
the full detailed schedule and 
a link to register online for the 
weekend!
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Homecoming: return to reconnect
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Thursday, October 25, 2018
l  6 p.m.: 1908 Society Dinner (by 
invitation)
l  7:30 p.m.: Musical Theatre 
Performance: Into the Woods

Friday, October 26, 2018
l  10 a.m.: Registration begins
l  11 a.m.: Homecoming Chapel
l  Noon: Golden Anniversary 
Luncheon, McClung Center 
l  1-4 p.m.: Art Exhibit, Jimmy Dean 
Museum and Museum of the Llano 

Estacado open for tours
l  1:30 p.m.: School of Mathematics 
& Sciences Guest Lecture
l  2 p.m.: Campus Tours Available
l  2:30 p.m.: Class of 1968 Reunion 
Come and Go Gathering 
l  3 p.m.: Alumni Memorial Service 
and Business Meeting
l  3:30-5 p.m.: Honor Class Reunions
l  5:30 p.m.: Alumni Awards 
Banquet, Trinity Auditorium
l  7:30 p.m.: Into the Woods
l  8 p.m.: Hutch Hysteria

l  9:30 p.m.: Pioneer Pride Pep Rally
l  10 p.m.: Student Hangout

Saturday, October 27, 2018
l  9:30 a.m.: Athletic Hall of Honor 
Induction, Laney Center
l  10 a.m.: International Choir     
Mini-Concert
l  Noon: Pioneer Palooza Pre-Game 
with Food Trucks
l  2 p.m.: Homecoming Football 
Game vs. Texas Wesleyan
l  7:30 p.m.: Into the Woods
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Distinguished Alumni Awards:
n   Carla, BA’02, MEd’13, and 
Jared Hardy, BM’03, choir 
directors, Chisholm Trail High 
School, Fort Worth. The Hardys 
came to Chisholm Trail in 2012 
when the school opened, and 
they have led 
the choral 
program of 
more than 
300 singers to 
great success, 
earning five 
UIL sweepstakes trophies for 
2017 and 2018. They also are 
in leadership with UIL, Texas 
Choral Directors Association 
and the Texas Music Educators 
Association, with Carla serving 
as All-State women’s choir 
coordinator for 2016 and 2017 
and as a frequent clinician and 
judge. She was named Josten’s 
Renaissance Educator of the Year 
for 2018.
n   Randy Kaufman, BSOE’91, 
partner and CPA, Lewis, 
Kaufman, Reid, Stukey, Gattis & 
Co., Plainview. Randy returned 
to school as an 
adult, majoring in 
accounting and 
earning his CPA 
license soon after 
graduation. He 
joined the firm in 
1987 while in school and became 
a partner in 1997. He is active 
in the Plainview community on 
numerous boards and has served 
on the Board of Trustees at 
Wayland for nine years.

n   Noe Valles, BA’88, senior 
partner, Glasheen, Valles and 
Inderman, LLP, Lubbock. After 
immigrating to Plainview from 
Mexico at an early age, Noe 
taught school for a few years 
before following his calling to 
law school at Texas 
Tech. He has been 
practicing law since 
1994, providing 
personal injury 
services in both 
English and Spanish 
for clients. He is the firm’s pre-
litigation managing partner and 
is licensed to practice in Texas 
and New Mexico. 

Distinguished Young 
Alumni Award
n   Jessica Robinson, MAH’16, 
teacher at Altus High School, 
Oklahoma. Jessica 
was named Teacher 
of the Year for Altus 
Public Schools and 
a finalist for the 
state award, the 
youngest person 
to be nominated and selected 
her first year of eligibility. She is 
the social studies chair and an 
adjunct at Western Oklahoma 
State College and plans to 
continue her education at the 
doctoral level. Outside the 
classroom, she is active on her 
campus and in her community 
through American Legion 
Auxiliary, Feed the Hungry 
and the Great Plains Emmaus 
Community.

Distinguished Benefactor 
Alumni Award
n   Dr. Gary, BS’73, and Mrs. 
Janice Abercrombie, BA’74, 
private dental practice, Plainview. 
Gary and Janice continued their 
heavy involvement as Wayland 
students into their adult lives, 
staying 
connected to 
the university 
through 
service to 
the Board of 
Trustees for 
16 years as well as the alumni 
board. The Abercrombies have 
truly been longtime blessings 
to their alma mater through 
sharing of their resources, giving 
to nearly every cause on campus 
and endowing a scholarship in 
the name of his parents. Janice 
is active in the Sally Society 
women’s philanthropy group and 
Gary loves supporting Pioneer 
Golf. They have received the 
Keeper of the Flame Award for 
their generosity.

2018 Distinguished Alumni Awards

2017 Honorees Dr. Rosemary 
Pelphrey, Dr. Glenda Payas, Major 
Gen. Michael Fortney
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home court
Longtime coach receives national honor

The Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame has 
recognized former Wayland Baptist 
basketball coach Harley Redin with 
the 2018 John W. Bunn Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

The Bunn Award was instituted by 
the Basketball Hall of Fame’s Board  
in 1973 and is the most prestigious 
award presented by the Hall of 
Fame outside of enshrinement. The 
award honors coaches, players and 
contributors whose outstanding 
accomplishments have impacted the 
high school, college, professional 
and/or the international game.

“I feel very fortunate to be in 
that group. I was not expecting it,” 
Redin said. “It’s something to be 
proud of.”

Redin received the 2018 award 
along with Jim Host, founder of 
Host Communications, a pioneering 
collegiate sports marketing and 
production company.

Both Redin and Host will be 
honored at Enshrinement Weekend 
in Springfield, Mass., the birthplace 
of basketball, during the 2018 
Naismith Hall of Fame ceremonies 
in September. For more information, 
visit www.hoophall.com.

Redin, 98, said unfortunately, he 
doesn’t expect to be able to travel to 
Springfield to accept the award. His 
main wish remains for the Flying 
Queens to be accepted into the Hall.

“That means a lot more to 

people,” said Redin. The Flying 
Queens were named a finalist for 
the third straight year.

A 1942 graduate of North Texas 
State, Harley Redin has long been a 
progressive pioneer in the game of 
basketball, serving as a legendary 
coach at Wayland. He coached 
the men’s program from 1948-57, 
before finding immense success with 
the women’s team from 1955-73.

Long before women’s college 
basketball became an NCAA sport 
in 1982, he captured six AAU 
national championships while 
compiling a win streak of 76 
games from 1955-58 to start his 
career (part of the record 131-game 
winning streak that started in 1953).

Redin led Wayland Baptist to 
five straight WNIT championships 
from 1969-73 and, from 1955-
73, amassed an overall women’s 
coaching record of 431-66 (.867).

Redin coached the women’s U.S. 
National Team in 1959 and 1971 at 
the Pan-American Games, and in 
1963 at the World Tournament in 
Peru. He also served as a member 
of the U.S. Olympic Committee and 
the AAU Rules Committee, which 
suggested the unlimited dribble, 
30-second shot clock, and the full-
court game.   



Wayland Baptist University 
honored several key donors at its 
Pioneers of Excellence awards 
dinner held in March in Dallas. 

Joe and Freda Provence of 
Plainview and Joe and Terri Jesko 
of Arlington received the prestigious 
President’s Award, the highest 
honor bestowed to benefactors who 
have given not only financially but 
have also supported the university’s 
endeavors through service and 
advocacy. 

“We are grateful for generous 
donors that help fund our mission 
and bless students in so many ways, 
and the Provences and the Jeskos 
are model examples,” said Teresa 
Young, director of alumni relations 
at WBU. “But what really makes 
these two couples so special is that 
their giving and support has been 
consistent for so many years. Both 
count their alma mater as one of 
their top charities, and their love is 
deep and genuine.

“While both have been generous 

for sure, the fact they have given 
broadly — the causes they support 
on campus are varied — and over 
many decades speaks almost louder. 
We are proud to honor them.”

Joe Provence is a 1966 graduate, 
while Freda earned her degree in 
1974. Together they served for 
many years as sponsors of the 
Miss Wayland pageant, both while 
working full-time on campus. Joe 
retired in 2006 after 44 years on 
staff, serving in various offices. 
He was named Emeritus Director 
of Alumni Services by the WBU 
Board of Trustees. Freda retired 
in 2007 after 25 
years of service to 
Wayland, all spent 
as an administrative 
assistant in the 
president’s office.

Joe and Terri 
Jesko both graduated 
in 1968 and have 
passionately 
supported the 

university from special projects 
such as the All-Steinway Initiative 
and Impact 2020 campaign to 
more general programs such as 
the annual fund, the Sally Society 
women’s philanthropy group and 
endowed scholarships. Joe has been 
a member of the Board of Trustees 
since 2010, and Terri served the 
board from 1998-2006. 

“We encourage Wayland 
alumni to follow this example, 
giving whatever they are able but 
consistently over time. They can 
really make a difference and show 
support and spirit,” Young said. 

giving spotlight

Consistent, faithful giving marks honorees

Left: WBU President Dr. Bobby Hall 
presented retired longtime employees  
Joe and Freda Provence with the 
President’s Award for 2018 for their 
faithful, consistent giving to Wayland. 

Below: Dr. Joe and Mrs. Terri Jesko 
of Arlington are pictured with Dr. 
Bobby Hall, president, after receiving 
the President’s Award for 2018 at the 
Pioneers of Excellence dinner.
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Wayland Baptist University officials 
announced their most robust capital 
campaign in the school’s 110-year 

history – Impact 2020. With a more than $15 
million raised toward a goal of $30 million, 
Wayland is excited about the future and the 
impact this will have on our students.

This capital campaign seeks to support four 
critical projects by the year 2020:
•  Gates Hall & Math and Science upgrades
•  New athletic training facility
•  Increase scholarship support
•  Wayland across the Nation

GATES HALL

The focal point of the university is our oldest 
building on campus. Gates Hall was completed 
in 1911 and named in honor of Wayland’s first 
president, Dr. Isaac E. Gates. The majestic 
columns flank the point of arrival for students as 
they begin their educational journey and is the 
iconic front porch of our university. As you can 
imagine, the past 100 years has taken its toll on 
this beautiful building. A portion of the Impact 
2020 Campaign will help restore Gates Hall and 
launch it into the next centennial. 

MATH & SCIENCE BUILDING

The amazing work and research our students 
and faculty are doing in the School of Math & 
Sciences need an equally amazing space as 
we move into a new era at Wayland.  As part of 
the Impact 2020 Campaign, we have already 
received a pledge of $2 million from one of 
our esteemed alumni to begin the process of 
updating our current facilities. Achieving our 
campaign goal of $5 million will complete the 
funds to take our School of Math & Sciences to 
the next level.

ATHLETIC TRAINING FACILITY

In 2017-2018 our athletic programs had a record 
5 championship victories including back-to-
back men’s and women’s track championships, 
a championship title in women’s wrestling, and 
a national championship in men’s soccer – the 
first in our school’s history.

Our other sports are strong, too. Basketball, golf 
and baseball each ended their season in the 
finals of the playoff brackets. Coaches across 
the U.S. agree that a strong program begins 
with training. Strength and conditioning helps 
our athletes prepare their physical bodies for the 
rigorous competition.
 
The Impact 2020 campaign includes plans for 
a new, state-of-the-art athletic training facility 
for our athletes. This 10,000 square-foot facility 
will include all new strength and conditioning 
equipment, an indoor sprint track and dressing 
areas for men and women. The $2.5 million 
training center will impact more than 500 
student-athletes as they prepare to compete on 
a national stage.



STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS

Wayland has a strong history of supporting its 
students through scholarships. As economic times 
have changed so has the need for scholarships in 
order that we may continue to attract the caliber of 
students that make Wayland great.

The Impact 2020 Campaign seeks to raise an 
additional $4 million in scholarships for current 
and future students to assist in offsetting the rising 
costs of higher education.

WAYLAND ACROSS THE NATION

Finally, the campaign has set a goal to strengthen 
our presence on our 13 campus locations across 
the nation. As a Christian university, we are 
privately funded and do not receive the traditional 
tax support our state-funded university colleagues 
enjoy. As we move into a new era of higher 
education it is critical for each of our locations to 
receive support from our alumni through location-
specific excellence funds.

With your help, we are certain we can finish this 
robust fundraising campaign. Your gifts will have 

a tremendous impact on the students of Wayland 
Baptist University, today and for years to come.

Join us in supporting this campaign, today! Visit 
our website to make a financial gift, or contact us 
to see how easily Wayland can become a part of 
your planned giving.

www.wbu.edu/Impact2020

The Impact 2020 Campaign includes a proposal for a new athletic 
training facility that will impact all Wayland student-athletes.

Look for Impact 2020 Campaign events coming 
to the DFW Metroplex, Lubbock and Plainview as 
early as August 2018. Plus there are more to come!

Contact Amber McCloud to find out how you can 
make an impact at these events in your area!

amber.mccloud@wbu.edu
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Music events 
recognize talented 
undergraduates

Wayland’s School of Music 
held its inaugural Orpheus 
Awards Recital in December. 
The Orpheus Awards showcase 
those students hand-selected by 
Wayland’s vocal faculty who 
have exhibited excellence in 
their applied studio training. 
Students are nominated by 
their applied professors and are 
selected by showing significant 
improvement and/or skill 
through the preparation and 
performance of the assigned 
repertoire throughout the 
semester.

Students honored for the 
fall were Mindi Mitchell from 
Amarillo, Ryan Roberts from 
Andrews, Erin Pearce of Clovis, 
N.M., Madison Younger from 
Borger, Franchesca Fuentes from 
Amarillo, and Elizabeth Johnson 
of Carlsbad, N.M.

Trustees approve 
tech upgrades 
across campuses

At their January meeting, 
Wayland’s Board of Trustees 
unanimously approved the 
administration’s request for $2.2 
million in funding to address 
technology needs across all 
Wayland campuses, including 
the acquisition of new computer 
equipment for offices and labs, 
servers, firewall and other 
security equipment.

Wayland’s 20-year-old 
telephone system will also be 

replaced with a new cloud-
based phone system for all 
campuses. The new technology 
will integrate communications 
across the entire WBU system 
and, when coupled with 
new computers and related 
equipment, will greatly 
strengthen the computing and 
communications capabilities.

Trustees also approved 
improvements to commercial 
property at Wayland Plaza 
in Lubbock and the repair 
and renovation of the Llano 
Apartments in Plainview, which 
will be once again used as 
housing for married students.

Students excel at 
Texas Academy of 
Science conference 

Ten students from the School 
of Mathematics and Sciences 
presented findings from their 
research at the Texas Academy 
of Science meeting in Midland 
in April.

Joshua Reinhart won Best 
Poster in the geosciences 
section. His poster was entitled 
“Analyzing LiDAR Slope Data 
to Create Geologic Maps” and 
his research was directed by Dr. 
Tim Walsh. Reinhart has also 
been accepted to the geosciences 
program in geographic 
information systems at Texas 
Tech, including a paid teaching 

assistant position.
Kyle Rickman won the Best 

Oral Presentation in Mathematics 
as well as the Amir Moez Award 
for Excelling in Mathematics. 
The Moez Award included a 
$300 cash prize. Rickman’s 
talk was entitled “Determining 
Solvability of Entanglements 
by Connect Loop Orientations.” 
His research was directed by Dr. 
Charles Nelms.

Marshall claims 
national title in 
women’s wrestling

Brittany Marshall became 
Wayland’s second national 
champion, and three other 
Pioneers – Gabriela 
Ramos-Diaz, Asia 
Ray and Marina 
Briceno – earned 
all-American 
honors at the 
WCWA National 
Championships held in February.

“At the beginning of the 
(academic) year Brittany told 
me she was going to win a 
national title, and I believed her,” 
Wayland coach Aaron Meister 
said. “That’s been a goal.”

Marshall, a junior from 
Lewisville, joins Tamyra Mensah 
as national titlists for Wayland.

WBU Track teams 
pick up top banners

For the first time in 30 years 
and just the third time in school 
history, the Wayland Baptist 
men’s and women’s teams 
claimed NAIA national titles 
at the same meet. WBU got 

in
brief
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the job done at the 2018 NAIA 
Indoor Track and Field National 
Championships in March by 
edging out rival Indiana Tech.

 The Pioneer women’s win 
was is their record-tying seventh 
indoor and 11th overall national 
championship by a convincing 31 
points, 100-69, over Indiana Tech.

 The men’s team title race was a 
lot closer as just eight points, 88-
80, separated the Pioneers from 
Indiana Tech. It wasn’t official 
until the final race of the meet, the 
4x400 relay. 

Head coach Brian Whitlock 
also picked up NAIA Men’s 
and Women’s Coach of the 
Year honors during the national 
championship weekend.

WBU Basketball 
makes longer run at 
nationals tourneys

Wayland’s basketball squads 
broke their recent “one and 
done” curse at the 2018 national 
tournaments. The Flying Queens 
made it to the semifinals game 
before losing to Westmont. 

The Pioneers advanced to the 
quarterfinals before being edged 
out by LSU-Shreveport. It was 
the best post-season finish by 
both teams in several seasons. 

Alumni association 
presents awards to 
staffers, freshmen

Wayland Alumni Association 
handed out several awards during 
the close of the spring term. The 
Distinguished Faculty Service 
Award was presented to Dr. Ann 
Stutes, Dean of the School of 
Music and a 20-year employee. 
The Distinguished Staff Service 
Award was given to financial aid 
director Karen LaQuey, who has 
worked in several areas since 
joining the Wayland staff in 
1996.

Tricia Zuyus of WBU-
Anchorage received the 
Distinguished External Service 
Award. Zuyus is the receptionist 
for the valley location and 
processes all online applications 
as well as conducting other 
duties on campus.

The Association also 
recognized Kenzie Crews of Fort 
Worth and Jonathan 
Darnell of Artesia, 
N.M., as Freshmen 
of the Year, based 
on nominations by 
WBU faculty and 
staff. Crews is an 
elementary education major and 
Darnell is majoring in business.   

Hardage, Lyons get 
Citizenship Awards

Third-generation Pioneer 
Carley Hardage of Plainview 
and footballer Barry Lyons II of 
Los Angeles received the 2018 
Citizenship Awards, the highest 
honor given to graduating seniors 
at WBU, at the April recognition 
chapel.

The daughter of alums Tim 
and Stacie Hardage, Carley is an 
exercise and sports science major 
planning a career in physical 
therapy. She will attend Hardin-
Simmons in the fall for her 
professional studies.

The son of Barry Lyons Sr. 
and Kimberly Lyons, Barry is 
a fitness management major 
and plans to work as a personal 
trainer. 

Wayland opens new 
branch in Samoa

Wayland opened another 
teaching location this summer, 
this time on the island of 
American Samoa. Starting as 
an extenision of the Hawaii 
campus, the campus will offer 
many of the same programs as 
other WBU sites, including the 
online offerings. Lumanai Snow 
was hired as site coordinator for 
the campus, which is housed at 
Manumalo Baptist Academy in 
Pago Pago. 
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When he first came 
to Wayland, Manny 
Silva declared a justice 
administration major with a 
religious education minor, 
but it wasn’t long before he 
flipped his academic focus, 
finding a true passion for 
spiritual formation. 

Now four years later, as 
he was preparing to graduate 
into the next chapter of life, 
Silva’s calling was affirmed 
by the Texas Hispanic Baptist 
Convention, who awarded 
him the first full-tuition 
scholarship to George W. 
Truett Seminary at Baylor 
University, where he will 
pursue the Master of Divinity  
in preparation for full-time 
ministry in church planting 
and church development.

“The first two years here, 
I was doing more of my 
religious education classes 
and I was more passionate 
about those than my justice 
admin classes,” says Silva, 
who grew up in Lubbock. “It 
was the spiritual development 
of the individual and moving 
on to helping others develop 
spiritually I really enjoyed.”

While at Wayland, Silva 
said he has been continually 
challenged to look at his 
relationship with God in 
different ways and to seek the 
advice of mentors. And while 
he wants his education to 
prepare him for his life after 
school, he also embraces the 
personal growth that comes 
with it. 

“Just being able to apply 
my faith to my studies is what 
I’ve enjoyed most,” he said.

Silva was no stranger to 
Wayland, having parents 
and an aunt and uncle 
who attended. And he was 
certainly no stranger to 
ministry, as his dad John 
Silva, BA’92, has been a 
church planter with Texas 
Baptists for many years. 
He wants to help revitalize 
struggling churches.

by Jonathan Petty

student spotlight

Senior gets first 
Texas Hispanic 
full scholarship

Teresa Young,  Director of Alumni Relations

A few months ago, I was taking photos 
with an alumni couple for our newsletter 
at the Mabee LRC (the library) and we 
ventured up to the chapel floor. Just before 
we left, I happened to notice a few sheets of 
notebook paper laying along the prayer rail.

Being an overly curious person by nature 
(hey, it made me a great journalist!), I had 
to take a look. Turns out it was there on 
purpose, an open letter to 
God left by an anonymous 
student to anyone who 
happened upon it. I was 
nearly in tears by the time 
I finished it.

“Dear Jesus, I thank you 
so much for this place and 
what it has meant to me. 
Lord, I can’t thank you enough for Wayland 
Baptist University, where we are truly free 
to worship YOU the one true king.”

“You’ve blessed me with fantastic friends 
and family and professors who will live in 
my heart for a lifetime. Without this place I 
would never be who I am today.”

I don’t know about each of you, but that 
simple letter, scrawled in pen, summed up 
so many of my own feelings. I’d be willing 
to bet that many of you would agree. 

Wayland is such a special place, and the 
more of you I meet, the more stories like 
this I get to hear. It’s my favorite part of 
the job, hearing your sweet memories and 
recollections, some from many decades 
past. It never gets old.

I’d love to hear from you. Email me at 
teresa.young@wbu.edu.

Pioneers Forever, 
                                        Teresa

wayland    
  true
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Welcome new alumni!
Between the December 2017 

and May 2018 graduation 
ceremonies, an additional 160 
individuals joined the Wayland 
Alumni family from the 
Plainview campus. 

Across the rest of the system, 
another 1,250 graduates were 
welcomed as alumni. 

At the May ceremony in 
Plainview, senior Erin Moon 
was the student speaker. The 
keynote was given by Dr. 
Michael Davis, BA’87 with 
Honors, who has now spoken 
at all the WBU campuses 
except Kenya and Altus, which 
does not hold ceremonies as 
often. Davis lives in Las Vegas.

Keep up with news, 
events and WBU trivia. 
Follow us on Facebook 
at wbualumni.

f

Alumni Networking 
Events Coming Up
•  July 29-31: Texas Baptists 
      meeting booth, Arlington
•  August 23: Clovis
•  Sept. 6: Phoenix
•  Sept. 27: Wichita Falls
•  October: Lubbock
•  Nov. 15: Albuquerque

Get details at wbualumni.com.

C

Do you know a local student or a 
family member considering college?  
Introduce them to Wayland. 
Submit their name through the “Refer a 
Pioneer” link on wbualumni.com. 

Upcoming graduations:
•  July 27, Amarillo
•  August 24, Clovis
•  Sept. 7, Phoenix
•  Sept. 8, Sierra Vista, Tucson
•  Sept. 9, El Paso
•  Sept. 28, Wichita Falls

WBU seeks mentors 
for students, alumni

Wayland is partnering with 
Beeline to provide an easy way 
to connect with current students 
or other alumni and give advice 
about careers. 

It’s an easy, quick signup 
process and you simply 
answer questions posed to 
you, or ask questions you 
may have about changing 
careers or employment at 
specific companies. Get the 
scoop at wbualumni.com and 
“Involvement Opportunities.”

Alumni gets new name
As part of a university-

wide rebranding campaign 
that launches in late July, the 
Association of Former Students 
has a new name and a new logo. 

The association will now 
be known as Wayland Alumni 
Association, shortened more 
often to Wayland Alumni. 

“In this last year, we have 
noticed how many people 
are really not sure what the 
formal ‘Association of Former 
Students’ is and usually refer 
to us as Wayland Alumni,” said 
Teresa Young, alumni director. 
“Our website is WBUAlumni.
com, so we felt this transition 
would be easy and the name 
more natural for those we 
serve.” 

In addition to a new name, the 
new logo will be an adaptation 
of Wayland’s new athletic 
and spirit logo shown above, 
a simple beveled W with a 
nameplate bearing the Wayland 
name and “alumni” below.

“We love the simple look and 
think our alumni will too,” said 
Young. “They’ll be seeing it a 
lot on different items.”



faculty/staff

DR. PAUL ARMES, President Emeritus, 
was named interim president at Howard 
Payne University on June 1 following 
the retirement of Dr. Bill Ellis of that 
campus. Armes will serve for a year 
while the university seeks a replacement 
for Ellis, who will become chancellor. 
Armes retired in 2016 after 15 years of 
service to Wayland.

DR. GARY MANNING, former religion 
faculty, was named Emeritus Professor 
of Religious Education by the WBU 
Board of Trustees in April 2018. Dr. 
Manning was recognized at the May 5 
graduation in Plainview. Manning and 
wife Paulette live in Bandera, where they 
moved after he retired in 2012 with 30 
years on the Wayland faculty.

DR. ED McMILLAN, former history 
faculty from 1950-60, died May 24 in 
Clinton, Miss., at age 89. He also taught 

at Louisiana College and Mississippi 
College, where he retired after 31 
years. Survivors include wife Carnette, 
two sons, five grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren.

TOM PARRISH, former staff, died 
Jan. 15, 2018, in Waco at age 98. 
He was a teacher before joining the 
U.S. Navy during World War II. After 
the war he completed law school and 
pastored churches before becoming 
general counsel and then Director of 
Development at Wayland for eight 
years. He then served in similar roles 
at Baylor, retiring in 1985 as vice 
president. Survivors include two children 
and three grandchildren. 

1930s

SALLA STEPHENS BRADSHAW, AA’37, 
died Dec. 30, 2017, at age 101 in 
Midwest City, Okla. She earned a 
bachelor’s degree from Baylor University, 
then taught school in Frederick, Okla. 
Two husbands and a son preceded her in 
death. Survivors include two daughters; 
seven grandchildren; and 16 great-
grandchildren. Salla established the 
Salla Stephens Bradshaw and John Ray 
Stephens Endowed Scholarship at WBU 
and memorials were directed there.

1940s

DR. JOHN “DOC” ARMOUR, EX, died 
Nov. 20, 2017, at age 93. He served in 
the U.S. Air Force during World War II. 
John served as a chiropractor for more 
than 50 years. He was a member of the 
Lions Club and enjoyed square dancing. 
Survivors include his wife Jerry; two 
daughters; four grandchildren; and six 
great-grandchildren. 

MARY RUTH STONEHAM BOND, 
EX’40s, died Feb. 15, 2018, at age 
87. She taught school and was active in 
the communities in which she lived. Two 
husbands preceded her in death, John 
Stoneham in 1978 and Jackie Ray Bond 
in 2008. She moved to California in 
2015. Survivors include two children and 
two grandchildren.

LETA MAE BAYLESS HALL, AA’47, died 
August 5, 2017, at age 88. She was a 
homemaker and a preschool teacher 
at her church for 40 years, becoming 
a preschool conference leader for the 
Southern Baptist Convention. She was 
a member of First Southern Baptist 
Church of Glendale, Ariz., for 60 years. 
Survivors include husband Cleo, four 
children, one grandchild and two great-
grandchildren. 

J.L. MERRILL, EX’49, lives in Moore, 
Okla., where he is retired from the 
Oklahoma State Tax Commissioner. Wife 
Virginia died in 2016 and he remarried 
Nicoleta Ash in 2017. He lives in an 
assisted living facility after a fall in 
September but hopes to be home soon. 

LANELL LEWIS WHITE, EX’40s, died 
Nov. 15, 2017, at age 86. She was a 
secretary and bookkeeper for McAdoo 
Chevrolet and several banks and was a 
lifelong member of First Baptist Church 
of Wichita Falls. Survivors include two 
sons and a sister. 

1950s

LUCY BENFIELD, EX’59, died Feb. 27, 
2017, in Florida at age 81. She was a 
longtime member of Church on the Drive 
in College Park, Fla., where she was a 
longtime Bible teacher. Survivors include 
two daughters.
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LAVAYE BILLINGS, BS’59, celebrated 
her 85th birthday on April 1 with a 
large gathering of her extended family 
in Lampasas. She wrote of memories as 
a Wayland freshman in the 1950s as 
part of her recollections of a full life.

MONA POFF BISCOE, BS’59, died May 
15, 2018, at age 80 in Elk City, Okla. 
A Flying Queen during the 131-game 
win streak, Mona worked in the customer 
service industry. Survivors include two 
children, three grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren.

PHILIP CARPENTER, BA’54, died Dec. 
2, 2017, in Plainview at age 86. Phil 
earned a master of divinity degree 
in 1957 from Southern Seminary and 
served in ministry. He later served at 
Wayland as Baptist Student Ministries 
director and religion instructor. He 
earned a master’s degree in counseling 
at Texas Tech, then went to work for 
Central Plains Center in Plainview, where 
he served many years. Phil was an 
active member of First Baptist Church 
and served on the board of Community 
Concerts. Survivors include wife 
CAROLYN, BA’55, three children and 
three grandchildren.

MARTHA COFFEE, EX, died Jan. 27, 
2018, at age 83 in San Antonio. Martha 
supported husband KENNETH, BA’57, in 
ministry through their 63-year marriage. 
Other survivors include two children, 
six grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. 

RAY CULLIN JR, EX’51, died Jan. 8, 
2018, in Surprise, Ariz., at age 86. A 
veteran of the U.S. Navy, Ray worked in 
network television news for many years. 
Survivors include wife Barbara, two 
children, two grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren. 

AUDINE CULPEPPER, BA’54, died 
May 23, 2018, at age 85. She worked 
as a secretary for husband Joe’s 
plumbing business until his death, and 
she was a humble and kind Christian 
woman. Survivors include two children, 
two grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. Two other children 
preceded her in death.

MARVIN DOWNING, BA’59, and 
wife Sandra celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary in June 2017 in 
Martin, Tenn. Marvin, who retired from 
the University of Tennessee at Martin 
history department, and Sandra, who 
retired from the UT-M library, volunteer  
with We Care Ministries, Habitat for 
Humanity and the Martin Beautiful 
Committee. They are proud of two 
grandsons who have excelled at UT-M.  

GLENNA FAUS, BA’56, died April 28, 
2016, at age 83. Glenna taught middle 
school choral music for 17 years before 
earning her master’s degree in reading 
and becoming Director of Language 
Arts for the Sparta School System. She 
retired at age 62. Survivors include 
husband LARRY, BA’56; four children; 
seven grandchildren; and seven great-
grandchildren. 

PATSY ANN HARRIS, EX’59, died Jan. 
28, 2017, at age 78. She and husband 
Dale, whom she met at Wayland, both 
worked for Campbell Soup Company in 
Brookston, Texas, for several years. She 
served alongside Dale in bi-vocational 
music ministry and in Sunday school 
teaching. She started a GriefShare 
ministry at her church in Paris, Texas, 
after Dale’s death in 1998. Survivors 
include four daughters, 14 grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren. 

DR. MORIYOSHI HIRATONI, BA’50, 
died on Sept. 24, 2017, at age 88 in 

Hawaii. He was a minister in his native 
state of Hawaii for many years.
 
AUBRIE EARNEST MCCOLLUM 
JR., BA’57, died Nov. 9, 2017, in 
Madisonville, Texas, at age 84. Earnest 
surrendered to missions and preaching 
in 1953 and began serving in Spanish 
missions in 1961. He spent his lifetime 
as a pastor, missionary, evangelist and 
teacher around the world. Survivors 
include wife Anita; three children; 
eight grandchildren; and nine great-
grandchildren. 

DWAIN STEINKUEHLER, BS’54, died 
Jan. 27, 2018, at age 86. After earning 
his graduate degree from Southwestern 
Seminary, he served for many years as 
a pastor in Oklahoma, Wyoming, North 
Dakota and Texas. Survivors include his 
wife, PEARL, EX, three children and two 
grandchildren.

RICHARD VOYLES, BA’52, died Oct. 5, 
2017, in Waco, Texas, at age 87. After 
completing a degree at Southwestern 
Seminary, Richard and wife Martha 
served as missionaries on an Indian 
reservation in New Mexico. He then 
earned a master’s degree in social work 
at Florida State and counseled veterans 
at the V.A. Medical Center in Waco. He 
was preceded in death by his wife and 
later remarried Sarah Harrison. Other 
survivors include two children and four 
grandchildren.

1960s

SUZANNE GILBERT BRADFORD, 
BA’69, died March 21, 2017, at age 
69. Suzanne had earned a master’s 
degree in speech pathology from 
the University of Western Kentucky 
and worked as a speech therapist 
for Giddings and Burton schools. She 
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was an active member of First Baptist 
Church, serving as organist and on the 
outreach team. She was a member of 
the American Speech Language and 
Hearing Association, the CCC-SLP and 
the Army Officers Wives Club. Survivors 
include husband VANCE, BA’68, two 
children; and two grandchildren.

REV. WAYNE BRISTOW, BA’60, 
has recently published a new 
autobiography of his evangelistic 
journey titled Each Step of the Way. 
He and wife ROBBIE, EX, are retired in 
Edmond, Okla.

CHARLOTTE HAMEL, BS’69, lives 
in Richardson with her sister ALICE 
LOCKMILLER, EX’69. She is retired from 
owning her own business in computer 
services and process management. 
Husband Tony died in 2014. 

WENDELL HENDRICKS, BA’64, lives 
in Farmington, N.M., where he retired 
in 1987 from First Baptist Church. He 
sings with the New Mexico Singing 
Churchmen. He and wife Marilyn have 
five children, 10 grandchildren and 2 
great-grandchildren. Daughter D’ANN 
DICKENSON, BM’84, married Wayland 
classmate DR. KEENEY DICKENSON, 
BA’83, who pastors in Crockett, Texas. 

LINDA LEWIS, BA’65, died Feb. 1, 
2018, at age 77. A teacher, Linda and 
husband Ronald lived in Guthrie for 
many years then relocated to Pampa 
in 2017. Linda loved music and was 
the pianist at Guthrie Baptist Church 
for many years. Survivors include 
her husband; three children; three 
stepchildren; 16 grandchildren; and 11 
great-grandchildren. 

CHARLES SAUL, BA’64, and wife 
MARTI, EX, will celebrate their 50th 
wedding anniversary in November 

2018. The couple lives in Durango, 
Colo., where Charles is self-employed 
in home furnishings.

DALE SMALTS, BA’68, died March 
5, 2017, in Hereford, Texas, at age 
84. Dale served as a math teacher 
in Hereford for 27 years. An Army 
veteran, he also enjoyed working with 
son David at Hereford Hardware. 
Survivors include his wife Lola, son 
David, daughter CAROL SUMMERS, 
BA’86, and her husband JOHN, EX, 
and three grandchildren, including 
MEGAN SUMMERS, BSIS’16, and LEXI 
SUMMERS, BSIS’18 and a former Miss 
Wayland. 

TRINA GREEN TAYLOR, EX’62, 
died April 14, 2017, at age 75. 
While at Wayland, Trina sang in 
Grace Notes and the International 
Choir. Trina earned her bachelor’s 
degree in education from Southern 
Methodist University and two master’s 
degrees from Stephen F. Austin State 
University. She continued an acting 
career, performing in more than 30 
shows. She also played the piano and 
directed the choir in several churches. 
Survivors include two children and four 
grandchildren.

GENE THURBER, BA’62, died July 2, 
2016, in Odessa at age 80. Gene 
was a pastor for many years, working 
bi-vocationally while operating Odessa 
TV & Video Clinic. He was also an avid 
remote control airplane enthusiast. 
Survivors include his wife of 61 years, 
JOAN, EX; two children; and four 
grandchildren.

1970s

DANNY ANDREWS, BA’72 and former 
alumni director, and wife CAROLYN, 

EX’70, former Executive Assistant to 
the President are enjoying their new 
residence in Burleson, Texas. They are 
delivering Meals on Wheels, and Danny 
is leading Coaches Outreach Bible Study 
in Kennedale. They especially enjoy living 
only three blocks from son BRAD, BA’06, 
who is the National Accessories Manager 
for Justin Brands, his wife Kayla K., and 
grandchildren Karsten, 10; Brylee, 7; 
and Kallie, 3. Daughter KAYLA PELTOMA, 
EX’99, is Director of Finance and 
Administration for the Baptist Standard 
Publishing Co. She and her husband 
Craig and son Josh, 15, live in Dallas. 
Son BRANDON, EX’95, is Eastern U.S. 
Sales Director for Western International 
Gas & Cylinder in Berwick, Pa.

GENE CHISM, BA’72, died Jan. 4, 
2018, at age 69 in Iowa. A former 
Pioneer basketballer, Gene worked for 
the American Lung Association, Mental 
Health Advocates and United Cerebral 
Palsy Association. He was appointed 
Commissioner of Mental Health for the 
state of Iowa and was active in the 
NAACP, later appointed by the governor 
to the state’s Affirmative Action Task 
Force. He later worked in education 
as a behavioral health specialist and 
court liaison before retirement. One 
of his proudest accomplishments was 
serving as a delegate for President 
Barack Obama’s 2008 election. He also 
invented Head to Toe Shower Glow. 
Survivors include wife Elaine; three 
children; and seven grandchildren.

JIM CLARK, BS’72, was inducted into 
the Coastal Bend Coaches Association 
Hall of Honor in January 2018 honoring 
his 38 years of coaching football, 32 
of which were spent in Alice and Bishop, 
both in South Texas. He also coached 
in Quanah and Lockney, where he was 
named South Plains 2A Coach of the 
Year in 1991. Clark ran track for WBU. 
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He and wife Judith recently moved to 
Amarillo to be near family.

DR. SHARON GRESHAM, BA’70, 
completed her doctorate degree in 
biblical theology from B.H. Carroll 
Theological Institute in March. Sharon 
also holds a master’s degree in theology 
from Southwestern Seminary. She is the 
founder of Ashes to Crowns Ministries and 
has written Bible studies, devotionals and 
articles and a commentary on Philippians 
called Paul’s Lifesong of Joy and Unity. 
She and husband BENNY, BS’70, have 
two children and six grandchildren. They 
live in Burleson, Texas.

STEPHEN HARRELL, BA’78, and wife 
Jo Anne recently relocated to Amarillo, 
Texas, from California. Stephen is a 
retired Army chaplain. 

CORKY JOHNSTON, BA’71, and wife 
SHERLEY, EX, live in Ruidoso, N.M., 
where they operate Best of the West 
Gifts in midtown. They have lived in 
Ruidoso for 15 years.

GARY LILLIE, BA’74, celebrated 40 
years as pastor of Bethel Hawley Baptist 
Church in Nash, Okla., in February 
2018. He also works at the Golden Age 
Village. He and wife ANNETTE, EX’72, 
live in Enid, Okla.

DENNIS NOBLETT, BA’79, was named 
Employee of the Year for 2017 by Home 
Hospice of Grayson, Cooke and Fannin 
Counties. Dennis has served as chaplain 
with Home Hospice since October 2016 
and is a licensed and ordained minister. 
He has degrees from Southwestern 
Seminary and Emmaus Road Ministry 
School.

LINDA SOMERS-PEYTON, BA’74, died 
April 19, 2018, in Shady Shores, Texas, 
at age 67. Linda was in Delta Chi Delta 

and student government. Survivors 
include her husband, Douglas Peyton, 
and a daughter, Jennifer Wallace. 

JOHN TUBBS, BA’71, and wife Janet 
will celebrate their 50th wedding 
anniversary on Aug. 13, 2018, and John 
will celebrate 50 years of ordination 
in November. He was ordained at FBC 
Cone, Texas, in 1968. The couple is 
retired in Temple, Texas. 

NATILE WOODROW, BS’73, and 
husband Jeff moved to Shallowater, 
Texas, to be closer to her mother and 
daughter after retirement. Daughter 
DEBRA WOODROW ALWARD, BS’04, 
teaches math in Muleshoe. She and 
husband Brandon have two sons that 
attend Shallowater schools. Natile also 
has a son, Tim Bouton, who lives in Waco 
with his wife and two teen daughters. 

1980s

RALPH DeVORE, BSOE’86, was recently 
named to the Board of Directors for 
Zion Oil & Gas. Ralph is president of 
Christian Commerce Corporation, a 
private foundation he founded in 1984. 
He spent 25 years in advertising and 
marketing working with Fortune 100 
companies and in management with 
Sherwin-Williams Company.

KELLEY GARDENHIRE, BA’87, lives in 
Memphis, Texas, where she is a reading 
teacher for fourth- and fifth-grade 
students. She wrote to request Wayland 
materials to decorate her classroom 
and promote college to her students. 
Kelley was on campus to attend the 
graduation ceremony for her daughter, 
LINDSAY GARDENHIRE BROWN, BS’17, 
in May 2017. Lindsay is a teacher 
at LaMesa Elementary in Plainview, 
and their son-in-law LEVI BROWN, 
BA’17, graduated in December from 

Wayland. Levi is the son of WBU 
graduates GREG, BM’92, MEd’98, and 
JILL BROWN, BA’92, who both work in 
education in Plainview. The Browns’ son 
LUKE just finished his second year at 
Wayland. 

LANELL GARRETT, BSOE’84, died 
March 21, 2018, at age 89 in Plainview. 
She worked for Wayland for 45 years, 
retiring as the business office manager 
and senior accountant. Survivors 
include husband Raby, daughter BECKY 
BUXTON, MEd’00; two grandchildren; 
and six great-grandchildren.

BRYAN POOL, BS’82, died May 31, 
2018, in Perryton at age 60. He 
worked for Alpar Resources for 20 
years before starting his own company, 
DBP Exploration. Survivors include wife 
Glenna, two children, and siblings JEFF 
POOL, BA’75, and KAREN DANSBY, 
BS’77.

WILLIAM POPE, BSOE’81, died Oct. 
20, 2017. He served in the U.S. Army 
for three years, then began working for 
Southwestern Public Service in Lubbock, 
retiring in 1997 after 44 years of 
service. After retirement he became 
CEO of the Roswell NM Chamber of 
Commerce then was appointed to 
the New Mexico State Corporation 
Commission. He served on many boards 
and was a Mason and a longtime 
Rotarian. Survivors include wife Toni, four 
children, eight grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. 

DEBORAH ROBBINS, BA’82, lives in 
Mesa, Ariz., where she is in customer 
relationship management with PayPal as 
Business Systems Analyst for records and 
information governance. 

HAROLD SCARBROUGH, BM’86, lives in 
Amarillo, where he is orchestra director 
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at Tascosa High School. He and wife 
Tammy celebrated their 35th wedding 
anniversary this spring and have three 
grandchildren.

MAKITO WATANABE, BA’85, received 
his Doctor of Ministry degree from 
Gateway Seminary in December 2017. 
He is pastor of Olivet Baptist Church in 
Honolulu, where he lives with wife Chie. 

1990s

DR. RUSSELL ALMON, BA’98, MCM’02, 
completed his doctorate in systematic 
theology at the University of Edinburgh 
in Scotland in 2017. He and wife 
CHRISTIE “C.C.” (WOLFE), BA’01, 
moved with daughter Dami to the 
Seattle, Wash., area in summer 2017. 
Russell is a youth counselor with The 
Coffee Oasis, while C.C. and Dami 
are self-employed designing knitwear 
patterns as JavaPurl Designs. The pair 
hosts a weekly podcast called Geeky 
Girls Knit. Dami plans to attend Seattle 
Pacific University in the fall. 

EVA BALENTON, MEd’99, died April 
23, 2017, at the age of 72 in Plainview. 
Eva was a long-time teacher in the 
Plainview public schools. Survivors 
include husband LOU, BSOE’90 and a 
former Pioneer basketball player and 
track star. 

JIMMY CORNELIUS, BSOE’92, is retired 
from the U.S. Air Force. He is a civilian 
paralegal for the Air Force and lives 
in Converse with wife Tricia. Jimmy 
attended the Plainview campus in the 
1970s but finished his degree at the San 
Antonio campus in 1992. 

MALCOLM COWART, BA’90, died on 
Jan. 24, 2018, at age 50. Malcolm was 
retired from the U.S. Air Force and was 
living in Clovis, N.M. Survivors include 

his wife Angela; eight children; and two 
grandsons. His parents, ELMO, BA’59, 
former Wayland business faculty, and 
FRITZINE, EX, live in Plainview, along with 
his brother NATHAN, BA’99. 

KELLY BATLEY ERWIN, BS’94, lives 
in Fredericktown, Mo., where she is a 
therapist with Faith Foundation Children’s 
Home. She earned her master’s degree 
at Texas Tech in 2003 and has been 
in Missouri since 2004. She has two 
children, Lainie, 23, a graduate student 
at Western Michigan, and Coleman, 20, 
a sophomore at Mizzou. 

J. HUGH PROCK, EX’96, and wife Kyle 
Anne welcomed their second child, a 
daughter named Carson Rose, on Feb. 
23, 2018. Big sister Andy Jayne is 
3. Hugh works at Ascend Behavioral 
Health, and the family lives in College 
Grove, Tenn.

DR. JEROME STUEART, BA’92 with 
honors, is a new lecturer at the University 
of Dayton in Ohio. His first collection of 
stories, The Angels of Our Better Beasts, 
was longlisted for the Sunburst Award 
and is published by ChiZine Publications.

2000s

CALLIE WHEELER BARGE, BA’07, and 
husband DANIEL, BA’09, welcomed their 
first child, a daughter named Olivia 
Lynn, on June 25, 2017. Callie is an 
art teacher at Grapeland schools, and 

Daniel is a teacher and coach in Slocum. 
The family lives in Elkhart, Texas. 

CASSIE BRITT, BA’06, lives in 
Shallowater, where she teaches middle-
school English in Meadow. She previously 
taught in an Alaskan Eskimo village for 
four years, then in Darrouzett, Texas. She 
earned a master’s degree in educational 
leadership from the University of Texas 
at Arlington.

JOLEE FLETCHER DIETRICH, BBA’05, 
MEd’07,was named director of South 
Plains College’s Plainview Center 
in April. Jolee previously served as 
registrar for the Plainview school district 
and a technologist at Estacado Middle 
School.

KRYSTA WILLIAMS EUGENIS, BS’03, 
and husband Aaron welcomed their third 
child, a son named Asher, on Aug. 2, 
2017. Big siblings are Kason, almost 5, 
and Adelynne, 3. Krysta is a physician’s 
assistant at Grace Clinic in Lubbock. 

JOSH FEE, BS’01, died Feb. 5, 2018, in 
San Angelo at age 39. Josh was youth 
minister at Immanuel Baptist Church in 
San Angelo after serving as teacher 
and coach at schools in Cotton Center, 
Garden City and Rankin. He was 
pursuing a Master of Divinity degree 
from New Orleans Baptist Seminary. 
He was involved in community service 
ventures like the Concho Valley Homeless 
Coalition, Christian Women’s Job Corps, 
Helping Hands and more. Survivors 
include his wife, DAWN, BS’03; three 
children and extended family. 

DEAN FOREST, BS’05, lives in 
Fredericksburg, Va., where he is a 
communications consultant for Magellan 
Health Services. A veteran of the 
Iraqi war, Dean is active in the Army 
Reserves and the Military Order of the 
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Purple Heart. He spent two years as 
a speechwriter for leadership of the 
National Geospatial Intelligence Agency. 
He and wife Dawn have a daughter, 
Sydney Anne, age 4.

JENNIFER DOUGHERTY GUIDRY, 
BSIS’05, was recently named principal 
at McCoy Elementary in Georgetown, 
Texas. She has served in the district as a 
special education teacher and a middle 
school assistant principal. A former 
Flying Queen, Jennifer and husband 
Wesley have two children.

CARLA HARDY, BA’02, MEd’13, was 
named Jostens Renaissance National 
Educator of the Year in April after 
earning Teacher of the Year at Chisholm 
Trail High School in Fort Worth, and 
secondary Teacher of the Year for the 
Eagle Mountain-Saginaw School District. 
Carla serves as choir director at CTHS 
alongside her husband JARED, BM’03. 
The award honors Carla’s work with 
the Renaissance effort to renew school 
climate and culture, primarily through 
work with a student leadership team.

WHITNEY GARDENHIRE HENSON, 
BBA’08, and husband Caleb welcomed 
their second child, a son named Hampton 
Rush, on Feb. 4, 2018. Big sister Blakely 
is 4. The Hensons work at East Texas 
Baptist University in Marshall, Whitney 
in admissions and Caleb as assistant 
women’s basketball coach. 

CAMI REA MABERRY, BS’03, and 
husband Daniel have been the recipients 
of special blessings from her Flying 
Queens family recently. Daniel, who 
coaches at Mansfield High School, was 
diagnosed with non-Hodgkins lymphoma 
in January. Teammates of Cami’s 
formed a Facebook campaign called 
“Queens for Maberry” and set out to 
help the family raise funds to offset 

Daniel’s care. The group sold t-shirts 
and several participated in a free-throw 
challenge soliciting sponsorships, then 
they gathered in Mansfield to present 
raised funds to the Maberrys. CASSIE 
BIRKENFELD DAMATO, BA’04, noted that 
the Queens gathered more than $7,000 
for the family and are still collecting 
funds. Donations to the family can be 
made to a GoFundMe.com account titled 
“We Are Mansfield” or through Damato.

ALICIA ALFORD MILLER, BA’08, and 
husband Brent welcomed their first child, 
a daughter named Rayna Lynn, on Oct. 
20, 2017. Alicia is a speech language 
pathologist at Epic Health Services. The 
family lives in Lewisville, Texas. Proud 
grandparents are PHILIP, BA’78, and 
RHONDA ALFORD, BA’78, who live in 
Forney.

BRITANY LEWIS SELLERS, BA’05, lives in 
Raleigh, N.C., where she teaches middle 
school English at Sterling Montessori 
Academy. She married Jaime Sellers, 
whom she met working FUGECAMPS 
in Philadelphia, in April 2016, and her 
sister BETHANY LEWIS GERBER, BS’09, 
served as maid of honor. Jaime is music 
minister at Emmanuel Baptist Church.

JENNIFER RUTHERFORD SMITHWICK, 
BA’06, lives in Artesia, N.M., where she is 
commercial insurance representative for 
George Gandy Insurance. She married 
Stephen Smithwick, associate pastor 
at Trinity Temple Assembly of God, in 
2014. The couple welcomed their first 
child, Olivia, in June 2016.

2010s

LOGAN ASKINS, BA’15, and husband 
NATHAN, BA’15, welcomed their first 
child, a son named Lathen, on June 22, 
2016. Logan and Nathan are both 
teachers in Amarillo. 

BOBBY CURTIS, BS’10, lives in McKinney, 
Texas, where he is partner and director 
of a new clinic operated by Vista 
Physical Therapy and Sports Medicine 
after directing the company’s Mesquite 
clinic. A native of Allen, Bobby played 
baseball at WBU and earned his Doctor 
of Physical Therapy degree at Texas 
Tech. He is an American Board Certified 
Sports Specialist. Vista Rehab Partners 
operates 19 clinics in the metroplex.

JEREMIAH EATON, EX’17, a former 
Pioneer football wide receiver, signed 
in December 2017 with the Omaha 
Beef of the Champions Indoor Football 
league. He played his first professional 
game in March 2018 and scored his first 
pro touchdown on March 16. While at 
WBU, Jeremiah was named Offensive 
MVP along with teammate DeSean 
Johnson after his senior season. The 
Houston native is also a survivor of non-
Hodgkins lymphoma.

KAYLEE LAWRENCE HERRICK, BS’15, 
married Ryan Herrick on Jan. 13, 2018. 
The couple lives in Fresno, Calif., where 
Kaylee is the lead GIS Analyst with 
Fresno Irrigation District.
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ALISSA MITCHELL HODGSON, BS’10, 
and husband Cory welcomed their 
second child, a son named Hunter 
Mitchell, on Jan. 28, 2018. Big sister 
McKinley is five. Alissa, who played 
volleyball at Wayland, is an analytical 
chemist at Flint Hills Resources. The 
family lives in Bel Aire, Kan. 

JAMES HOLDER, BA’12, and wife 
LAURA, BSIS’09, welcomed a third 
child, Thaddeus Jude, on April 12, 2018. 
James is the youth and family minister 
at First Baptist Church in Tulia. Big sisters 
are Zoe, almost 5, and Sophia, 3.

MICHAEL HOLUBIK, BS’13 with 
honors, lives in New York, where 
he works in internal auditing for 
PricewaterhouseCoopers after interning 
for a summer. He earned an MBA and 
MS in Information Systems from Baylor 
University in May 2017. 

SARAH DILLON LANGSTON, BSIS’10, 
MEd’13, and husband SHAWN, BS’11, 
MEd’13, welcomed their second child, a 
daughter named Harper Kay, on May 
5, 2018. Big sister is Madilyn, 2. Shawn 
is principal at Kress Elementary and 
coaches baseball at Kress High School, 
and Sarah teaches third grade in Kress. 

ZACH MALDONADO, BCM’15 from 
the San Antonio campus, released his 
first book, titled The Cross Worked: Why 
You Can Have Confidence on the Day of 
Judgment, available on Amazon. Zach is 
communications pastor at Church Without 
Religion in Lubbock and is social media 
director for Andrew Farley Ministries. 
He has a master’s degree in theology 
from Fuller Seminary. He attended the 
Plainview campus and played football 
for two years before transferring.

TARA NEWLAND POND, BSN’11, and 
husband WILL, BA’10, welcomed their 

first child, a daughter named Elliot 
Renee, on Dec. 27, 2017. The Ponds 
live in Plainview, where Tara is a nurse 
at Covenant Hospital, and Will works 
at Kornerstone Funeral Directors. He is 
also a veteran of the U.S. Army. Proud 
grandparents include Lonnie and DARLA 
NEWLAND, BSOE’03, and STEVEN, 
BSOE’98, and KIM POND, MA’05.

DR. JARRETT ROSS, BS’13, and wife 
CHRISTA (DAY), BS’12, welcomed their 
second child, a son named Corbin, on 
Feb. 16, 2018. Corbin has a big brother, 
Aiden, who is 2 1/2. Jarrett is in family 
medicine residency at Texas Tech Health 
Sciences Center. 

MICHELLE GRAY SHARAH, BA’08, and 
husband Shadi welcomed their fourth 
child, a daughter named Deema, on 
May 4, 2018. Big sisters are twins Aya 
and Maya, 6, and Nadine, 2. The family 
lives in Madison, Tenn. 

BRETT SWETT, BBA’10, MBA’12, and 
wife KIMBERLI (HARGER), BS’12, 
welcomed their second child, a daughter 
named Collins, on March 12, 2018. She 
has a big brother, Beau, 2. Kimberli 
is a teacher and coach at All Saints 
Episcopal School. Brett manages the 
MPIP business office at the Texas Tech 
Health Sciences Center. 

KYLER TEMPLETON, BS’14, lives in 
Lubbock, where he is an athletic trainer 
at Monterey High School. He wrote to 
say that he was enjoying four years in 

his career field and was thankful for his 
Wayland experience. “I am so blessed 
to have been a student at Wayland and 
taking the great lessons I’ve learned 
from my time there and applying them 
into my work life.”

JEFFREY VERA, BCM’17, lives in 
Lubbock, where he is an admissions 
coordinator at the Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center and a youth 
minister at One Accord Fellowship in 
Lubbock. 

TYLER WAYMAN, MEd’16, was named 
assistant men’s basketball coach at 
Rogers State University in Claremore, 
Okla., a role he has held in the past 
before spending two seasons as the 
assistant coach at Eastern New Mexico. 
He served as an assistant for the 
Wayland Pioneers during his time as a 
graduate student. 

KRISTI MORRIS YOUNG, BA’11 with 
honors, and husband JOSH, BA’10, 
welcomed their third child, a daughter 
named Piper, on March 2, 2018. She has 
twin big sisters, Tobyn and Kaylee, who 
turn three in November. Kristi is a crime 
scene investigator in Houston, and Josh 
is a production partner at Georgetown 
Mortgage. The family lives in Kemah.

g

We welcome your ClassNotes submissions, 
available via online form at wbualumni.
com and the “Update My Information’’ 
link. Photos at 300dpi or greater can be 
emailed to teresa.young@wbu.edu.

Have you noticed that the ClassNotes no 
longer include contacts for alumni? Unless 
requested, we leave that off to protect 
your privacy. To reach a classmate, 
contact our office and we will ask them 
for permission to share that information.
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We Provide:
  Decorations & Florals (design & production)

  Staging & Backdrops

  Stage & Room Lighting

  Audio & P.A. Services

  Projection & Video Walls

  Live Video

  Experienced Technicians to run your event

Design
 & Planning
for all types of Events
  Private Parties

  Conferences

  Award Ceremonies

  Trade Shows

  Annual Meetings

CONTACT US TO SEE WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOUR EVENT
Jason 940.782.3834 or Jason@MayfieldEvents.com

Laura 940.781.5130 or Laura@MayfieldEvents.com
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champions play here
Wayland Pioneer Soccer coach Cristhian Ospina (center) visits with Pete Christy, sports director for KCBD-TV 

in Lubbock, during Pete’s live remote broadcast at the Champions Celebration held in Hutcherson Center in 
April. The event was designed to honor all Wayland athletic teams for their accomplishments both academically 

and in their sport competition, including the national champion soccer team (pictured in the background) and 
individual national champion wrestler Brittany Marshall, who was also featured on the newscast. 


