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I hope that 2019 has arrived 
with great blessings in your lives, 
just as we are blessed to work at 
Wayland Baptist University. We 
praise God for His faithfulness 
and are thankful that our alumni 
and community members 
continue to grow in their 
engagement with our institution. 

More than a year ago we 
challenged the Wayland 
community to “Be the Solution” 
in today’s troubled world, and 
each time Wayland alumni gather 
I become even more aware of 
the varied ways that Wayland 
Pioneers make our world a better 
place to live. In this issue there 
are several examples of alumni 
doing just that. I hope that you 
will enjoy reading about their 
success.

Also in this issue is the 
announcement of upcoming 
Wayland travel opportunities. 
We hope to grow the number and 
scope of opportunities available 
through Wayland, and it is with 
great pleasure that Laurie and I 
invite you to join us as we travel 
to Germany and Austria to attend 
the world-famous Passion Play 
in Oberammergau, Germany in 

the summer of 2020. This play 
is unlike any other, beginning 
in 1634 by the villagers of 
Oberammergau in fulfillment of 
their promise to God for sparing 
them from the Black Plague. 
The villagers have continued to 
present this incredible play every 
10 years since, and it is truly a 
celebration of the life of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.

I hope you will not miss this 
opportunity to experience not 
only the Passion Play and Old 
World Europe, but also the 
fellowship and memories sure 
to accompany this incredible 
tour> We’ll visit Vienna, 
Munich, Innsbruck, Salzburg, 
and medieval Rothenburg as well 
as memorable sites including 
Hitler’s “Eagle’s Nest” nestled 
high in the Alps and the “fairy-
tale” Neuschwanstein Castle, 
the inspiration for Walt Disney’s 
Cinderella Castle. 

Laurie and I would love for 
you to join us as we travel to one 
of our very favorite places in the 
world with Wayland friends and 
family.

Best regards, 
Bobby
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Jeremy Miller never lost the 
desire to play football again 
after graduating from Lubbock 
Frenship High School in 2006. 
But after two semesters at 
a junior college, he headed 
for boot camp with the U.S. 
Marine Corps, fulfilling another 
desire for military service.

Miller served in security 
forces, part of the Fleet Anti-
Terrorism Security Team 
that often deployed overseas. 
His last deployment was to 
Afghanistan in December 2010 
in special operations. Two 
years later, he was discharged, 
looking for the next chapter in 
his story.

His stepfather, Bobby 
Keefner, part of the coaching 
staff at Wayland, encouraged 
Miller to join the ranks of the 
Pioneers as a defensive tackle.

“I had been following the 
Wayland program since Bobby 
came. I was excited to play but 
kind of nervous since it had 
been so long and my body’s a 
little torn up,” Jeremy laughs. 
“I didn’t have any real physical 
injuries, just hard service as 
an infantryman, carrying 150 
pounds of gear most of the 

time. So at least I was in pretty 
decent shape.”

A full-time student in pre-
engineering, Miller plans to 
later transfer to Texas Tech to 
finish the engineering degree 
as part of the WBU-Tech 
partnership. He’s interested in 
work in the wind energy field.

Besides being older than his 
peers, Jeremy is also a dad to 
daughter Ashlynn, now 5. He 
credits the care of the Keefners 
with being pivotal in making 
his education possible. And 
he loves the leadership role he 
plays on the Pioneer squad.

“Some of the younger guys 
look up to me and ask me for 
advice, and there’s kind of that 
older brother feel, especially 
if they are thinking of joining 
the military,” he said. “I loved 
serving with the Marines. 
It changed me into a whole 
different person… a much 
better person.”

student 
spotlight

Marine veteran 
dons uniform 
for the Pioneers
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In the driver’s seat
Kyle Hunter is keeping 
one Fort Worth auto 
dealership in first place.
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Dan Reynolds was prepared to turn the 
search committee down, knowing deep in 
his heart the pastoral job at Trinity Baptist 
Church was not a setup for success. A 
once vibrant church running more than 
2,000 in the heart of Lubbock, Trinity was 
now a tiny congregation in a declining 
neighborhood with a few dozen senior 
citizens. All signs pointed to its coming 
demise.

But Reynolds had made a promise. He’d 
pray about the opportunity before making 
a final decision. That’s when God gave him 
a vision to raise up a whole new entity: a 
church that would not only reach the lost 
with the gospel but meet real, urgent needs 
for the working poor that lived all around 
the 50,000-square-foot facility.

“God woke me up around two in the 
morning and I started typing out every 
detail of this new type of ministry, a new 
and different way of starting a church. It 
was entitled ‘The New Work at 34th and 
Boston,’” recalled Dan, a January 2018 
graduate of the Lubbock campus and a ten-
year veteran of the U.S. Air Force. Having 
been appointed as a Nehemiah Project 
church planter with the North American 
Mission Board for several years following 

an education at Southwestern Seminary, 
Dan was no stranger to the process. But 
this was a whole new model.

When he returned to the committee, 
he presented the vision, asking to do 
the same for the entire congregation. It 
was nearly unanimous: Trinity would be 
legally “buried” and a new work raised 
up in its place. The next steps would take 
some orchestration, but God was poised to 
provide in big ways.

Setting the stage

The church had no debt and a sizable 
savings account earmarked for building 
renovations, which Dan knew would be 
forthcoming as the ministry plan took 
shape. But there was no operational money 
to get the programs off the ground. They 
set out in faith anyway, forming what 
is now known as Lubbock Impact and 
forming a board of directors. 

Dan did his background work, 
registering the new work as a church plant 
with the state Baptist convention and 
securing funding for the vision. He soon 
met with Dr. Jerry Joplin, then pastor of 
Bacon Heights Baptist, about securing 
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Pastor leads church to new ministry

By Teresa Young
Photos by 

Teresa Young and 
Lubbock Impact
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them as a sponsoring church. That would 
mean borrowing some of their actively 
involved and giving members to start up 
the new work. After prayer, Joplin invited 
Dan to share the vision with his leadership 
team.

“It was clear that the Holy Spirit was 
moving among this group because rather 
than bringing apprehension, the group 
was excited about this opportunity,” he 
says. The next Sunday, he addressed the 
congregation and cast the vision. The next 
day, local orthodontist Dr. John St. Clair 
came to visit more with Dan, handing over 
a sizable donation to start the ministry.

Soon, planting families came forward, 
including former Wayland student Chris 
Smith, who had met Dan and wife Barbie 
while she was working on her degree in 
music at WBU’s Plainview campus. He 
felt the call to work with youth, and he and 
then-fiancée’ Sarah wanted to help. Chris’ 

parents – Mike, 
a 1981 graduate, 
and his wife 
Naomi, a 1982 
graduate – soon 
joined the new 
work, as did 
Rory Thomas, a 
1984 grad, and 
husband Kurtis. 
Three other 
couples from 
Bacon Heights 

joined the Reynoldses at 34th and Boston 
as well.

From death comes new life

A funeral service for Trinity Baptist 
was held on August 24, 2007, complete 
with a casket and eulogies from existing 
members, signifying the formal disbanding 
of the old congregation and new birth of 

The Family Church.
Meanwhile, Lubbock Impact was 

moving ahead with full speed. The 
church’s recently renovated, commercial-
grade kitchen led them to their first formal 
ministry, dubbed The Family Kitchen by 
volunteer and new member L’Anna Jones. 

The church was soon approached about 

a small tract of land they owned that was 
home to a large cellular tower, and Dan 
encouraged selling the land to fund the 
ministry. The sale was completed within 
the month, providing ample funding to 
seed the work projects of Lubbock Impact. 
Today, that includes a medical clinic, an 
optometry clinic, a dental clinic, a food 
pantry and clothes closet, a children’s 
mentoring program, a worship service, and 
UNPACK, a ministry for single women.

“I saw in my head what the potential 
was, but to see it today… no one could 
have imagined something like this; only 
God could,” says Dan.

Partnerships and volunteers have been 
key to Lubbock Impact’s success, Dan 
says. Early on, he dreamed of a health 
clinic to serve the working poor, but could 
not get anyone to step into the vital role 
of medical director. After pitching the 
idea for more than a year to dozens of 
physicians, it was during a routine doctor’s 

Opposite: Barbie and 
Dan Reynolds stand 
in the Lubbock Impact 
gathering area, now 
called Reynolds Hall 
in their honor. Above: 
Dentist Jared Dewbre 
and student dental 
assistants examine 
a patient during a 
Wednesday clinic. Left: 
A client looks through 
sneakers in the shoe 
closet open during the 
Wednesday meal time for 
families.



appointment for his daughter 
that he shared his idea with Dr. 
Patty Patterson, a long-time 
pediatrician and a believer who 
had taken medical mission trips. 
She mentioned that her medical 
students at Texas Tech Health 
Sciences Center approached her 
about starting a free clinic but 
they had no facility or money. 
Since Dan knew Lubbock 
Impact had both, he agreed to 
present the vision to five doctors 
the students had assembled. 

At the end of that meeting, Dr. 
Kelly Bennett stepped forward 
and volunteered to be medical 
director. A few meetings later, 
the dream was fully a reality. 
Texas Tech was on board 
as financial backer, and the 
medical students would serve 
the clinic under Dr. Bennett’s 
direction. It opened officially 
on Nov. 12, 2008. Ten years 
later, The TTUHSC Free Clinic 
has 20 exam rooms, a stocked 
pharmacy and social workers 
who meet with patients as well. 
It is always packed.

A change of scenery

The journey has been 
rewarding, but not without a few 
bumps personally for Dan and 
Barbie, who earned her music 
degree in 2010 and her MBA 
in 2016. Dan began to wilt 
under the weight of pastoring 
The Family Church, overseeing 
Lubbock Impact and working 
full-time as a driver at Lubbock 
Ambulance. The families who 
came to plant the church were 

seeing growth – spiritually and 
numerically – but the service 
side of the ministry was never-
ending, and they were growing 
weary as well.

“We all agreed that it was 
clear that Lubbock Impact 
was what God’s hand was on. 
Family Church was turning into 
an extension but in a negative 
way. I stepped away from the 
pulpit altogether and started 
focusing on business,” said Dan, 
noting that he began working 
as a general manager at Chick-
Fil-A, offering better pay and 
better hours. “That walkaway 

made it easier to walk even 
further away. And we did.” 

He and Barbie later opened 
a Potbelly Sandwich Shop 
franchise in north Lubbock, 
and he returned to Wayland to 
try and finish his undergraduate 
degree, focusing this time on 
business. 

“I was all in; business was 
my life at that point and I never 
looked back. I thought my 
time in ministry was done, and 
I did what I was supposed to 
do,” he laughs, noting that he 
was still involved in leadership 
of Lubbock Impact from a 
distance. “The final six months 

“ No one could 
have imagined 
something like 
this, only God.” 
~ Dan Reynolds
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•  Lubbock Impact weekly serves:
•  around 350-370 in meals, food pantry 
and food vouchers
•  around 50 clients in the healthcare clinics 
combined
•  around 100 through the clothing closet, 
hygiene and warmth products
•  around 100 people in spiritual growth 
programs and worship.

•  More than 120 volunteers help make 
Lubbock Impact successful each week.

“Our underlying goal is to see the Kingdom 
grow by offering help in the areas of food, 
clothing, healthcare and spiritual growth. We 
want to see our families move to a more stable 
economic spot. We also want to break the bonds 
of generational poverty in children through 
programs that build relationships with the whole 
family.” ~ Rory Thomas, executive director.

•  Help: Visit the Lubbockimpact.com website to 
find out what immediate needs you can meet. 
Those range from food or clothing items to 
service opportunities.
•  Serve: Volunteers are always welcome. Email 
volunteer@lubbockimpact.com for information 
on opportunities.
•  Give: Lubbock Impact receives no federal or 
government funding, so outside donations are 
vital.

Impact facts

What can you do?



Opposite: Volunteers prepare food for the 
Wednesday meal at Lubbock Impact. Top: A 
community volunteer dishes out sloppy joes 
to guests at a Wednesday meal. Dinners are 
served family-style, with volunteer help for a 
more home-like atmosphere. Right: Volunteer 
optometrists serve clients at the eye clinic 
every Wednesday, fitting them for glasses.
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in business it got really tough. I had been 
through a medical scare that really got 
my attention, and God really used it to 
bring me to a point of realizing I’m not 
where I’m supposed to be. I knew I was 
supposed to be back in ministry.”

The couple sold their business, unsure 
what the future would hold. Within a 
few months, he was called to pastor First 
Baptist Church in Seagraves. All was 
right with the world. He went back to his 
Wayland advisor and switched majors 
back to religion, finally wrapping up the 
degree in late 2017. At his urging, the 
Lubbock Impact board hired a full-time 
director, with Rory Thomas coming on 
board in January 2018.

These days, Dan is more of an advisor, 
called on when questions arise about the 
facility. The board honored his early work 

and commitment to the vision by naming 
the entryway Reynolds Hall in the spring 
and giving him the title Executive Director 
Emeritus. He knows the ministry is in 
good hands and had no problem handing 
it over. 

“It was time to give it away. With a 
history in church planting, that’s what 
we’re trained to do,” he says. “Rory has 
taken it to a whole ‘nother level. It’s 
unbelievable what she’s been able to lead 
it to.”



“ The majority of society just 
doesn’t understand that there 

is not much 
funding out 

there.”

Alum turns child’s 
death into advocacy

By Teresa Young
Photos courtesy Myra Robinson
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Myra Gates Robinson admits she never 
thought she might have a child of her own. 
Married later in life, she was thrilled when 
she and husband Charlie welcomed Emily 
Grace into their lives on November 16, 2009. 
A few years later, little sister Evelyn would 
join the family and bless her mother’s heart 
even more.

But a few years ago, Myra endured another 
event she never imagined she’d experience: 
losing that precious child to cancer.
Emily was a happy, laughing baby who 
carried that bubbly personality into 
childhood, remembers Myra, BA’93. She was 

smart, compassionate and joyful. 
When she began complaining of 

a back ache, Myra took her to the 
pediatrician and an x-ray revealed the 

bad news: Emily had a mass the size 
of a grapefruit in her chest. Tests later 

revealed stage four sympathetic nervous 
system cancer, also called neuroblastoma. 
She was only four.

From then on, life for the Robinsons 
was turned upside down. Countless 
doctor visits, trips to New York for 
treatment and anything else they could 
do to eradicate the cancer plaguing her 
tiny body. Options were limited.

“A few months in it became 
abundantly clear that there wasn’t 
enough research, enough funding 
for this, and the medicines they 
used were killing the kids,” 
Myra said. “I read somewhere 
that there is not a cure for 
pediatric cancer becuase there 
is no money in it. It’s not a big 
enough problem to warrant 
the funding, and the money is 
better spent somewhere else. It 
makes me angry.”

Emily’s treatments were 
painful but initially effective. One 

drug trial seemed to be working 
but then she relapsed and faced 



Left: Emily loved pink and princesses, 
so she was excited to spend a day at 
Disneyland and meet Princess Aurora 
on her Make a Wish trip in 2015 while in 
remission. Above: Emily and sister Evelyn 
enjoy time together on a family trip to 
Yosemite.
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repeat surgery and high-dose chemo. A 
normally bubbly Emily was near giving 
up.

“She shut down and wouldn’t eat 
or talk or respond. What we had done 
before was really hard, so she shut 
down,” Myra recalls.

They met a new doctor, Dr. Yael 
Mosse, a neuroblastoma researcher 
who offered another drug trial instead. 
That worked... for a while. Dr. Mosse’s 
second tier of the drug targeting a 
specific gene that Emily had seemed 
promising, but it was stalled due to lack 
of funding.

“It was slated for December, then for 
January, but it didn’t come out,” Myra 
says. “We’ll never know if it would 
have worked because Emily died before 
it could be released.”

Emily’s death on Oct. 3, 2016, rocked 
Myra in many ways. The grief was 
debilitating, and even she admits the 
recovery has been grueling physically, 
emotionally and even spiritually.

But Myra began channeling her grief 
toward advocacy, getting involved 
with a nationwide charity called Alex’s 
Lemonade Stand, named for a young 
girl who had the same cancer as Emily. 
The foundation raises money solely for 
pediatric cancer research and allows 

families to memorialize their child. 
“Emily’s Pink Crusaders” has raised 

more than $15,000 since August 2017 
in various events, and Myra’s friends 
and family have joined the cause with 
their own efforts and sharing the link on 
social media at every opportunity.

During September, which is 
Childhood Cancer Awareness Month, 
the Robinsons organized a run/walk/
ride event at a park in Albuquerque to 
raise funds for research. They’ve also 
tirelessly shared facts about childhood 
cancer online and encouraged donations 
in Emily’s memory.

“I could advocate so much more if I 
wasn’t in the cloud,” says Myra.  
“It takes me several days to recover 
every time we do a fundraiser. It is 
my desire to find a cure in my lifetime 
through fundraising in this way. 
The majority of society just doesn’t 
understand that there is not much 
funding out there.”

•  Around 250,000 
new cases of cancer 
affect children under 20 
worldwide each year.

•  2/3 of patients will have 
lasting chronic conditions 
from treatment.

•  Childhood cancer 
research receives only 4% 
of the funding from the 
National Cancer Institute.

Source: 
www.alexslemonade.org

the sour truth
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“ I couldn’t 
imagine that 

kind of discipline 
wouldn’t teach 

you something.”

Watching her husband take the 
stage in spray-tan and tiny posing 
shorts, Crystal Leake could not 
help but beam with pride. He was 
crushing his first bodybuilding 
competition; the transformation of 
his body was remarkable. But the 
changes to his mind were more 
important at the time. And the fact 
he was even there to compete.

There was a time several years 
before when 2004 Wayland 
graduate Crystal wondered if 
husband Carl, a 2005 graduate, 
would become just another 
depression casualty statistic. 
That stark realization, and Carl’s 
witness of it, stirred a lifestyle 
change that drove him into the 
gym and began a process that 
not only transformed his body 
but altered his mental health 

dramatically. 
“I was watching my wife, and 

I remember her staring at her 
feet with the door cracked before 
she left on an overnight trip. She 
looked at me and said, ‘If you 
can’t help yourself, I don’t want to 
find you,’” Carl recalls.

“She knows I am not safe but 
doesn’t feel like there’s much she 
can do about it other than tell me 
her heart. I remember that night 
struggling and going back and 
forth. She leaves for her trip, and I 
am left at home with my shotgun 
and thinking, ‘I can’t let this be the 
last thing I do to her…. To find me 
when she comes home.’ I decided 
at that point I needed help.”

At that point, help came from a 
doctor who prescribed medication 
that was fairly effective. Carl also 
agreed to seek counseling to work 
through stressful issues and what 
he realized now was a longtime 
depression. That went badly. So 

did his first attempt at really baring 
his soul on a religious retreat. 

The storm builds up

This stage of life was naturally 
stressful for the Leakes: they were 
still newly married, having wed in 
2005 after they finished school at 
Wayland and before both enrolling 
that fall at Hardin-Simmons’ 
Logsdon Seminary for the Master 
of Arts in Family Ministry, 
a degree focused on pastoral 
counseling and conflict resolution. 
Away from family, both in school 
and working in the mental health 

By Teresa Young
Bodybuilding photos 
by Shannon Skinner 

Bodybuilding 
helps alumnus 
work through 

depression
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Above: Carl practices 
barbell curls during a day 
in the gym. Below: Carl 
and Crystal Leake have 
a daughter, Selah, and a 
foster son who is joining 
their family soon. Opposite 
page, top: Carl Leake enjoys 
time at his local gym, Icon 
Fitness, for the physical 
benefits and community it 
provides. Opposite page, 
bottom: Carl’s routine 
includes work on the lats 
that creates the defined 
muscles in the back.

field just added to the stress. 
“I watched this slow onset of 

depression in Carl, and as a wife 
I’m thinking I should know all the 
answers because I have read all the 
books. But you can know it and that’s 
different than experiencing it. I was 
struggling also with how do I support 
my husband but also seek support for 
myself,” recalls Crystal, noting they 
would indirectly pose questions to 
their professor-mentor from time to 
time that helped. “We just didn’t talk 
to many people about it at all.”

Following graduate school, the 
couple moved to Carl’s hometown 
in Alaska and began working at 
a residential treatment center for 
children. Carl was in direct patient 
care but quickly got moved into 
a leadership role, bringing with it 
increased stress. The depression began 
to creep back in and he admittedly 
did not deal with it well, isolating 
and turning to alcohol for escape. 
The night he decided to take a walk 
at 11:30 p.m. in 45-below temps in a 
windbreaker, Carl realized he was in a 
bad place again.

In Alaska, Crystal notes the couple 
had made some close friends that 
provided the non-judgmental listening 
ears that would not try to fix things 
but “who would walk this road with 

us regardless of what it is.” That 
community would be key to healing 
both in Alaska and back in Texas.

“I had two women in particular that 
I could be really real with and say, ‘I 
can’t stop my husband from spiraling 
into this depression again,’” she says. 
“I remember really coming to grips 
with knowing that at any time I 
could walk in the door or receive 
a phone call and know that Carl 
had taken his life. I walked in 
that reality for a season of our 
lives.”

Finding effective solutions

A different doctor and new 
medication worked slightly but 
then provided frightening side 
effects. Carl knew then he had to 
find another solution and not rely 
on a pill. He also knew he couldn’t 
walk this journey alone. He returned 
to his side hobby of art, expressing 
his journey on canvas and finding a 
healthy outlet there. He also turned to 
a more physical outlet. 

“I started going back to a gym 
and hung out with friends there. I 
surrounded myself with people who 
embodied characteristics like ethics 
and moral character and rediscovered 
how good it felt to take care of myself 

in another way. It really 
helped me, and eventually 
I was able to taper off the 
medication, but knew I 
needed to pay attention to 
my body more,” he recalls. 

When the Leakes moved 
back to Abilene a few years 
ago, he wanted to continue 
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the gym routine but felt like 
he needed to grow and push 
himself a little more. He 
watched the lean, muscled 
men working out almost 
religiously and wondered if 
that was a solution. He had 
also built another community 
at Icon Fitness and found 
connections that encouraged 
him.

“These people showed 
so much discipline. Body 
building was something I 
never considered before, 
probably because I had a 
pasty white dad bod that 
wasn’t good on the stage,” he 
laughs. “I couldn’t imagine 
that exercising that kind of 
discipline wouldn’t teach you 
something about yourself. 
That’s what I set out to do.”

He returned home and 
announced to Crystal 
that he wanted to take up 
bodybuilding. She laughed, 
knowing that the sport 

went totally against her 
husband’s under-the-radar, 
introverted personality. But 
he was serious, and she was 
extremely supportive. The 
regimen was intense – several 
workouts a day during the 
peak training season for 
competition, combined with 
precisely measured meals 
several times a day – and 
the family had to be flexible. 
They were.

Reshaping his focus

The hard work paid off. In 
Carl’s first competition in the 
classic physique category as a 
novice, he placed third. He’s 
since competed twice more in 
the open category – one in the 
Nspire Sports League founded 
by fellow WBU graduate 

Jennifer Brigman Thompson 
– and placed third both times 
as well.

“The bodybuilding 
challenge has been exactly 
what I hoped it would be. I 
transformed my body and 
I feel better about myself 
because of the way I look and 
the way my body functions. I 
respect my family a lot more 
because I know that when you 
do those things you can’t do it 
alone,” notes Carl, who works 
as program administrator for 
the medical clinic at the Betty 
Hardwick Center in Abilene 
and is a certified trainer in 
suicide intervention through 
ASSIST.

“I think there is something 
to the idea that if I can 
exercise that kind of 
discipline in that world, what 

Right: More barbell work at the 
gym. Opposite: Carl competes 

in the classic physique category 
during the National Physique 

Committee Southwest USA 
Championships in Dallas in 

August 2018.

“Success is tied in connectedness. I would never 
have made it past 25 if there hadn’t been a 

connection to somebody God put in my life.”
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The Leakes say good mental health 
involves examining four areas and 
finding trustworthy accountability 
partners to do life alongside.

•  Your thinking: Is it positive or 
negative? Are you speaking words 
of life or words of death? 

•  Your physical body: are you 
treating your body well with 
food, exercise and sleep? Are 
you relying on other substances to 
“escape” from issues?

•  Your emotions: are you allowing 
yourself to feel emotions and not 
suppressing? There are no bad 
emotions, if kept in check. 

•  Your connections: are you leaning 
on a higher power, like God? Do 
you have close friends with whom 
you can be open and vulnerable? 
Find a community to plug into and 
don’t let yourself be isolated.

Is there someone in 
your life experiencing 
depression? 

•  You often can’t “fix it” but you 
can encourage getting help. Keep 
bringing it up and show you care.

•  Be someone they can count on 
to listen nonjudgmentally and walk 
with them. Connect them to other 
community that can do the same 
and give them another outlet.

•  Realize healing will take time 
and is often a series of solutions, 
not a quick fix. 

•  Do not dismiss suicidal threats or 
behaviors. In an emergency, call 
the suicide hotline at 1-800-273-
TALK. 

Staying alert

is keeping me from exercising 
that kind of discipline when it 
comes to my connection to the 
people I love the most? When 
it comes to connecting to God? 
Giving back to my community?” 
Carl says. “If I can spend three 
hours a day in the gym and two 
hours doing meal prep and set six 
alarms to eat the exact portions 
I am supposed to, why can’t I 
get up before work and spend 
some time in the scripture? I’m 
still sorting all that out, but the 
principles are still there.”

That same discipline has 
spilled into Carl’s mental health, 
which he now carefully monitors 
through disciplined meditation 
time with the Lord, check-ins 
with his wife and a supportive 
community of friends. The faith 
aspect has been critical for both 
of the Leakes, though Carl admits 
he has endured some seasons 
of feeling distant from God and 
questioning why the journey was 
necessary.

“At the end of the day, the 
thing that’s always kept Carl 
and I together has been the 
current of Christ that runs 
through our veins that we stay 
connected to. It’s also knowing 
there is hope,” says Crystal, a 
marriage and family therapist 
and licensed professor counselor 
who works as a therapist at the 
residential treatment center at 
New Horizons. “We can have this 
conversation now because we 
are on the other side of it. We are 
living in the hope and in being 
the vehicles God will use to bring 
hope to others.”

Telling the painful, personal 

story is totally outside of Carl’s 
comfort zone, but he said he 
first felt compelled to submit 
it for a bodybuilding contest at 
the urging of the Holy Spirit. 
The contest organizers, Integrity 
Nutrition, chose his story for 

a video produced by Behind 
the Pump that won him a cash 
prize and supplements but more 
importantly, has touched many 
hearts.

“Ten years later, after having 
the barrel of a shotgun in my 
mouth, I feel God is pushing 
me to share my story for some 
reason. In the span of two weeks, 
6,500-7,000 people saw (the 
video) and heard a message of 
hope,” says Carl. “God’s plan is 
so much bigger than us. You need 
to be able to talk about the way 
you’re feeling and acknowledge 
it as part of life and realize you 
don’t have to do things alone. 
And you can’t do it on your own. 

“God cares about you, whether 
you feel like he does or not. All 
those experiences have value; 
you have value.”
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Alums return 
to campus for 
homecoming

Clockwise from above: Dr. Bobby 
Hall, WBU president, crowns senior 
Dakota Schmig and junior Marc 
Wallace as homecoming queen and 
king at halftime of the football game. 
Gates Hall decked with fall flowers 
and new signage. Alumni board 
member Brenda Gonzalez places 
the 50th anniversary medallion 
on Virginia Bowers during chapel. 
Margarette Lecker receives the 
Pioneers of Promise award for 
Behavioral and Social Sciences from 
board member Olivia Adams. The 
2018 Athletic Hall of Honor Class 
gathers after induction: Valerie 
Goodwin-Colbert (Harley Redin 
Coaches Award), Marsha Sharp, 
Michael Loppnow, Charlie Trimble, 
representing Pearl Worrell-Trimble, 
Michelle Haage Barton and Felix 
Castillo. 

wayland homecoming 2018

Dr. Glenda and Mr. Brad Payas 
listen as Dr. Scott Franklin, dean 
of the School of Math and Sciences, 
reads the inscription on two new 
endowed scholarships given by 
the Payases. One was in honor of 
her three faculty mentors, Dr. Hoyt 
Bowers, Dr. Harold Reese and Dr. 
Gerald Thompson; the other honors 
development officer Mike Melcher.
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Clockwise from top left: Dr. Gary 
and Mrs. Janice Abercrombie 
receive the Distinguished Alumni 
Benefactor Award from Dr. Kevin 
Ludlum, VP for Advancement. Ava 
Barton marvels at mom Michelle’s 
Hall of Honor plaque. Plainview 
High math teacher Lori Franklin, 
BS’98, presents a lecture on science 
education, hosted by the School of 
Math and Sciences. Carol Coffey 
Carryer shares memories of Dr. Roy 
McClung at the Golden Anniversary 
Luncheon. Jared Hardy, recipient 
of the Distinguished Alumni 
Award with wife Carla, directs 
the International Choir during 
homecoming chapel. The Class of 
1968 enjoys a reunion reception 
at the President’s House Bed and 
Breakfast on Friday. Dancers 
and band entertain at halftime of 
Saturday’s football game.

Mark your calendar: 
Next homecoming, 
Nov. 1-2, 2019!



14

Greg Stevens, chief of police 
in Lubbock, Texas, and a 2004 
graduate of the Lubbock Campus, 
was named Alumnus of the Year for 
2018, honored at the homecoming 
awards dinner in October.

A native of Amarillo, Stevens was 
initially honored as Distinguished 
Alumnus for the campus at the June 
graduation, then was chosen from all 
14 distinguished alums system-wide 
for the overall award. 

Stevens came to Wayland while 
already a member of the Lubbock 
Police Department, having joined 
in October 1992 after serving four 
years in the U.S. Air Force. While 
he admitted that education wasn’t 
a priority as a younger man, after 
marriage he began 
to focus more on 
long-term goals 
and realized he 
needed to get a 
degree. Wayland’s 
nontraditional 
class schedules and 
acceptance of his work experience 
were key. But what he came out 
with a few years later was way more 
than a diploma.

“It was, to a degree, life-changing 
for me. I was living life and having 

a ball, and it was all going great… 
but there was no end-game for 
me,” he recalls. “When I began 
to set goals, that began to teach 
me more. There was so much 
more for me than just attaining 
the degrees; now I needed to set 
goals. I attribute that to Wayland’s 
process and that first educational 
experience teaching me how good 
it feels to accomplish that goal.”

For much of his police career, 
Stevens has served in the military, 
reenlisting in the Navy Reserves 
in 1998. He was recalled to active 
duty after the Sept. 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks, spending seven 
months in Jacksonville, Fla. It 
was after he returned to Lubbock 
that he began the criminal justice 
degree. He worked his way up the 
police ranks and was named chief 
in August 2015, just a few months 
after retiring from the military with 

nearly 25 years of service. He also 
holds an MBA from Texas Tech. 

Stevens said he loves that his 
education has provided both 
the practical application for his 
work in law enforcement and the 
leadership and critical thinking 
skills necessary for his role as 
effectually the CEO of a large 
company – the LPD employs 450 
sworn officers and 110 civilians.

“The public worries more about 
how quickly we are going to get 
to their call for service,” he says 
of the chief role. “But from my 
overarching approach from this 
office, I have to decide how much 
manpower will we put in traffic 
versus detectives versus narcotics? 
Or decide budget allocations, like 
how many cars will we get this 
year and what about fuel? Those 
decisions are no different for any 
business.”

Stevens named Alumnus of  the Year

         There was so 
much more for me 
than just attaining 
the degree; I also 
learned to set goals.”

“
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We know you’re 
going places! 
Now you can 

do it with your 
Wayland family!

Wayland’s new Alumni Travel 
Program will allow former 
students, donors and friends of 
the university the opportunity to 
see some of the great vacation 
destinations in the United States 
and around the world with others 
in the Wayland family. 

The best part is you don’t have 
to do any of the planning or 
organizing since we do that for 
you!

We’ve already got two great 
trips on the horizon for you to 
jump on board:

* Fall in Massachusetts 
will offer a five-day tour 
in Springfield, Boston and 
Salem through Director’s 
Choice Travel. We’ll 
gather Sept. 5, 2019, in 
Springfield, then spend 
five days seeing historic 
sights and museums with 
plenty of free time and a 

scenic dinner cruise in Boston 
Harbor. The trip ends Sept. 10. 
Cost is $1,750 per person double 
occupancy.

* Check off your bucket list with 
a 2020 trip to Classical Austria 
and Germany featuring the 
Passion Play in Oberammergau. 
This 11-day tour will include 
highlights in 
Heidelberg, 
Rhine Valley, 
Innsbruck, 
Salzburg, 
Vienna, Munich 
and Rothenburg. 
Offered through 
Nawas travel, 
the trip includes the rare treat of 
the Passion Play, performed only 
every 10 years as a testimony to 
God’s faithfulness. Cost is $4,675 
per person double occupancy. 
Space is limited, so sign up now 
for this adventure!

Visit our website at www.wbu.edu/alumni-travel for more 
details or call the Alumni Office at (806) 291-3600.



16

agent of  change

Barry Loudermilk never set 
his sights on politics, much 
less a seat in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. But a simple 
challenge from his father set the 
Georgia native on a unique path 
that now has the Republican 
serving his country and his home 
state in a new way.

Loudermilk was elected to 
his third term in Congress in 
November, handily retaining a 
seat he earned in 2014. He still 
maintains a sense of disbelief at 
his current role.

“I never in my wildest dreams 
expected this is where I’d be,” says 
Loudermilk. “I was the country 
boy from Georgia, and when I 
graduated high school I envisioned 
working construction like what I 
grew up doing.”

Serving and learning
Learning from his father, 

Loudermilk was working in the 
construction industry in Austin 
when he decided to join the U.S. 
Air Force. After training, he was 
shipped to Hickam Air Force 
Base in Hawaii, where a friend 
encouraged him to consider 
Wayland for the bachelor’s degree. 
He started coursework in Hawaii 
and continued when transferred to 
Alaska, finishing in 1991.  

An information technology 
specialist working in intelligence, 
Loudermilk planned to stay in the 
service until retirement, but just as 
he graduated, the military began 
downsizing. A defense contractor 
picked him up as a civilian doing 
the same intelligence work. A few 
years later, he returned to Georgia 
and started an IT services business 
of his own. 

A challenge issued
Things were rolling along pretty 

smoothly until a conversation with 
his father, a World War II veteran. 

“A piece of advice he gave 
me growing up was if there was 
something in life you don’t like, 
you can do something to change 
it or accept the status quo, but 
complaining never changes 
anything. That stayed with me,” 
he said. “I had been volunteering 
with the party locally and was 
complaining to my dad about some 
things in the state legislature when 
he asked me, ‘Are you going to do 
something about it?’ We prayed 
about it and felt like this was our 
call to do something more.”

That meant stepping up his 
political involvement, eventually 
challenging and unseating a 28-
year incumbent in the Georgia 
House. Several terms later, he 
ran for an open seat on the State 
Senate and won that as well, 
staying for three years.

When the 2014 elections began 
ramping up, Loudermilk joined 
his party in searching out a great 

candidate for the U.S. House 
seat. He found himself on the 
ballot, and despite running as “the 
underdog the entire race,” he won. 

“To me it’s more of a mission 
field than a job. It’s a strange 
place here…. But we’ve been able 
to accomplish some things and 
tried to preserve the ideals of our 
founding fathers,” Loudermilk 
says of the Washington, D.C. life, 
noting he’s experienced some 
challenging moments like being 
on the field for the congressional 
baseball game when a shooter 
opened fire in 2017. “Doing what 
is right is not easy and not popular 
but it’s always right. You can’t let 
those things deter you.”

Voice of the people
Loudermilk fits into the fairly 

conservative 11th District well 
as he tries to help individuals 
navigate the red tape of big 
government and manages a 
personal quest to bust through 
some of the bureaucracy.

“Universally the biggest concern 
outside of major issues like the 
economy and healthcare is the 
distrust of government, and that’s 

Alumnus serves 
his country in 

U.S. House
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because of the mismanagement 
and corruption within 
government,” he notes. “When 
you drill down, their frustrations 
are really with the agencies we 
have out there… they are not 
treating the American people like 
their bosses. A lot of the issues 
are not as much legislative policy 
but empowering the people and 
reforming government where it 
works for the people.”

To that end, Rep. Loudermilk 
says he and others are working on 
a soon-coming, “earth-shattering” 
House bill that would make a 
good dent in the bureaucracy and 
has been two and a half years 
in the making, at the request of 
President Trump. 

Besides representing his 
Georgia constituents, Loudermilk 
serves on the powerhouse 
Financial Services Committee 
that oversees regulations on 
banking, investments and all 
insurance outside of healthcare, 
including international monetary 

policy. He also serves on the 
House Administration Committee, 
which oversees Capitol Hill – 
from security to the Smithsonian 
museums, operation and new 
member orientation. 

Agent of change
The job is busy, involving 

regular travel between his D.C. 
office and his Georgia field 
offices. But it’s also rewarding, 
and Loudermilk feels he really is 
able to make a difference.

“I have a staff of four people 
that all day long go to battle on 

behalf of our citizens. I love when 
we can actually help someone 
navigate through the bureaucracy 
and red tape and get them the 
service they rightfully deserve. 
Their gratitude for being able to 
help is the most rewarding,” says 
Loudermilk.

Loudermilk and wife Desiree, 
who volunteers in his office 
and with Republican spouses, 
have three grown children, two 
grandchildren and one on the way. 

And while he’s not looking 
to move up the political ladder, 
he says his Wayland education 
is partially responsible for the 
series of events that got him to the 
present day. So who knows what’s 
next?

“Graduating was a big turning 
point in my life since I got moved 
into the defense contracting world 
and made that decision to hang 
up the uniform for a while,” he 
says. “The degree really opened 
that door for me, which led to me 
being here… and no one would 
have expected me to be here.”

         Doing what is 
right is not always 
easy and not popular, 
but it’s always right.”
“

Left: Rep. Barry Loudermilk and 
Rep. Steve Scalise return for the 
Congressional Baseball Game 
in June 2018 to Nationals field, 
where a shooter opened fire in 
2017 at their pratice, wounding 
Scalise. Opposite: Civil Air Patrol 
commander Maj. Gen. Mark Smith 
places the Silver Medal of Valor on 
Loudermilk for his heroic actions 
following the shooting.
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The automobile business was 
nothing new to Kyle Hunter, 
watching from the sidelines as 
his dad served first as an office 
manager and finally as owner 
of the Meador Auto Group in 
Fort Worth. Though he took a 
different path in college and 
the years that followed, Hunter 
found himself back in the 
driver’s seat at Meador in 2009 
when a crumpled economy and a 
sale gone bad left the dealership 
in dire straits. 

In nine years, Hunter and 
his sister Laura have not only 
turned the business around but 
have created a top-performing 
Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep-Ram 
dealership that consistently leads 
the Dallas/Fort Worth area and 
the region in sales. More than 
that, they’ve had fun doing it.

Making news early on

It’s a world away from Kyle’s 

years on the set at WIN-TV on 
the Wayland campus, where 
he arrived in 1984. He picked 
up the radio and television 
major after meeting Curtis 
Jones (whose brother Mark, 
a 1990 graduate, now works 
as his Director of Compliance 
and Administration) and 
hanging around the mass 
communications area one 
summer. He loved the pace and 
the reward.

“We did the newscast with 
100 percent students, putting it 

on every day, running cameras 
and all that. It was a lot of fun,” 
Kyle recalls. “We shot and 
aired the local Toastmaster’s 
club, a square dance club in the 
studio, and more. I enjoyed that 
contained framework to work 
within.”

Those crazy days on the 
Wayland campus birthed a love 
in Kyle for small projects and 
being able to see results quickly 
with immediate feedback, 
trademarks of the fast-paced 
media world. The live newscast 
required timing, precise 
planning and a teamwork effort 
to succeed. He graduated from 
WBU in 1988.

The path to leadership

Those same skills, by no 
coincidence, have served Kyle 
well as he oversees a team of 
160 employees that make the 
Meador Auto Group run like a 
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Hunter keeps Meador in first place
         I came in 
2009 when Dad 
was in a jam and 
ended up liking 
it and wanted to 
stay.”

“
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well-oiled machine.
“I never viewed myself as loving the 

business side of things, but as I worked 
through things I tended to lean to the 
organizational side. That’s what I’ve loved 
about the car business, being one-month 
contained and being able to plan month 
to month even though you have the larger 
goals and long-range plans as well,” he 
said. 

Before he returned home, Kyle spent 
a few years at Baylor University earning 
a master’s degree in television and film, 
worked in Waco TV, then moved to Dallas 
to freelance in the industry, working on 
low-budget movies and TV projects like 
“Walker, Texas Ranger.” His role as a 
production assistant wasn’t as glamorous 
as it sounds, he laughs, noting it was 
mostly running errands and spending a 
lot of time making little money. He was 
looking for another opportunity when his 
father, Hershell Hunter, extended the offer 
to join him.

“Dad was by then a minority partner in 
the dealership and he had bought a small 
used car lot. He offered me the chance to 
come work there for a few years,” Kyle 
said. “I basically managed the office and 
ended up there for 8 years.”

Kyle moved to Austin to start a business, 
then investigated Chicago with wife 
Kelly after that venture ended five years 
later. But before they could settle in, his 
father called again. The dealership was 
struggling, and the sale he’d anticipated 
was not going through. Would Kyle come 
help? He agreed, and what he found was 
surprising.

A whole new world

“It was as if it was a completely 
different industry by this point,” he says. 
“It operated so differently than what I 

was used to. I was now the GM of a store 
in danger of going out of business, and I 
didn’t know where anything was. I came 
in 2009 when Dad was in a jam and ended 
up liking it and wanted to stay.”

Laura, a physical therapist, joined Kyle 
a year later in 2010. The two bought the 
dealership from their father and began to 
put a team in place to turn the business 
around, not an easy task amid recession. 
By 2012, Meador was on solid footing. 
Things have only improved since then.

These days, Kyle runs his part of the 
business from his home in Chapel Hill, 
N.C., and visits the Fort Worth area twice 
monthly to do business in person and to 
see his mother, Jean. Kelly volunteers 
regularly in Chapel Hill, serving on a 
board at the Nasher Museum and at their 
son’s school in various areas. Son Isaac 
just turned eight in December.

When he’s not working, Kyle loves to 
travel and golf, and recently he’s taken 
up a unique hobby: shoe-making. While 
on a trip to Chicago, he took a two-day 
introductory class and made a pair of 
desert boots, and he recently completed a 
pair of tennis shoes from a kit.

Above: Kyle and Kelly Hunter and son Isaac ran the Turkey 
Trot race in Chicago as a family. Opposite: The Meador 
dealership includes this newer full store on I-35 and 
Risinger Road.
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•  Find good people, give 
them the tools they need, 
then get out of their way – 
Be strategic and let the team 
focus on tactics. Set the vision 
and then empower leaders 
and employees to do what 
needs to done. If they ask 
for help, give them what they 
need. 

•  Adaptability is 
essential – Preparing for 
and embracing change is 
fundamental in leading 
a business. Even during 
extended periods of success, 
you must be responsive to 
change and adjust your 
strategy to meet the evolving 
business climate. 

•  Be self-aware – Don’t be 
afraid to identify your blind 
spots as a business person 
and leader, then find the 
right people and processes 
to fill that void. 

•  Establish clear, time-
based goals for all areas 
of your business – The 
small goals feed the big 
goals, creating small, easier 
to manager processes 
and routines that become 
building blocks to long-term 
success. It’s also easier to 
identify and fix a broken 
process, performance issue, 
or necessary strategy 
adjustment when building the 
smaller goals. 

Source: Kyle Hunter

Hunter’s hints 
on leadership

Keys to success

Kyle credits two main factors 
to saving the family business. 
One is Charlie Gray, the general 
manager/managing partner they 
hired in early 2011, bringing 
with him 20 years of car business 
experience and a great teacher. 
The other is Kyle’s decision to 
join a “20-group,” a common auto 
industry practice of assembling 
with other Chrysler-Dodge dealers 
not located in their competitive 
markets to share strategy.

“We open our books and our 
processes to each other and 
share ideas. It’s been incredibly 
beneficial,” he says. “I joined the 
group and hired Charlie the same 
month, and we immediately started 
turning things around.”

The Meador Auto Group now 
includes a used-car only store on 
I-20 where the original dealership 
was, and the larger store selling 
new and used vehicles, parts and 
service on I-35 at Risinger Road. 
Combined, the stores sell between 
450-500 vehicles per month, and 
Meador is consistently the number 
one Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram 
dealer in North Texas for new 

vehicle sales volume. 
Employees stay busy both on site 

and in the community at various 
volunteer opportunities representing 
Meador. In particular, the company 
supports heavily the Fort Worth 
Veteran’s Administration Hospital 
and the Red Cross. Meador also 
helps four underprivileged high 
school students at a Catholic high 
school with tuition support and 
internships at the dealership. Other 
underprivileged schools in the 
area have benefited from Meador’s 
generosity as well.

Through it all, Kyle says the 
Hunters strive to maintain the 
family-owned feel despite how the 
dealership has grown. It’s a tribute 
to their father, who died in 2014, 
and the best way they know to run 
a business.

“I like it that we have this nice 
big building, and we’re highly 
ranked in sales volume. That’s 
fun,” he says. “But to me I like 
that we employ people; every day, 
160 people have a place to go and 
can pay their bills. That’s what it’s 
about for me and my sister; we 
want to keep it family-owned and 
be a part of this community in that 
way.”

While at home in 
North Carolina, 
the Hunters love 

to take in UNC 
sporting events 

and take advantage 
of the beach and 
mountains in the 

region.
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It’s the elephant in the room. The 
unspoken question hanging in the 
air at many alumni gatherings or 
Wayland special events.

The subject of giving makes many 
people uncomfortable, as do most 
things related to money. Finances 
are highly personal, so the topic just 
makes most people uneasy. 

“I think the reason folks don’t 
like talking about giving much is 
because they really don’t understand 
it much, especially when it comes 
to  their alma mater,” says Teresa 
Young, alumni director and former 
annual giving director at WBU. 
“I have had people look at me 
incredulously when suggesting they 
give back to their university. But 
our alumni should be the number 
one source of charitable gifts to 
Wayland. It just makes sense.”

In the spirit of the hit TV show 
“Mythbusters,” we’d like to present 

the truth about giving to Wayland 
and hopefully clear up some 
misconceptions floating around.

Myth No. 1: “Tuition should 
cover all the money needed for 
operation.” While that would be 
ideal, if tuition were raised to cover 
all expenses no one would be able 
to attend. Wayland tries to keep 
tuition affordable and competitive 
and donor dollars help make this 
possible.

Myth No. 2: “I don’t have a 
million dollars for Wayland, so 
there’s no sense in giving.” Very 
few donors have millions, but if 
every alumnus contributed just $100 
per year, it would total nearly $5.5 
million for the university. When 
it comes to giving, the number of 
donors is often more important, and 
Wayland relies on faithful monthly 
or annual givers, regardless of the 
amount.

Myth No. 3: “All that 
government funding should cover 
everything you need.” The only 
government funds Wayland receives 
are in the form of financial aid for 
individual students, such as Pell 
Grants, military tuition assistance 
and federal loans. 

Myth No. 4: “There are a lot of 
grants out there that would cover 
your needs.” Grants are a great 
source for universities, but they are 
highly competitive and sometimes 
restrictive for private schools like 
Wayland. They also have very 
specific criteria for use that don’t 
always match our funding needs.

“Giving allows you to invest in 
a place that is special to you and 
ensure that it keeps providing that 
experience for current and future 
generations,” adds Young. “It’s 
a blessing to be part of paying 
forward those experiences.”

mythbusters: college edition

The truth about giving to your university

The most common reasons people 
choose to give to charity can 
range from personal values about 
philanthropy to warm feelings about 
the charity in question or, most 
typically, a combination of both.



Enactus team 
impacting local 
crisis center

Wayland’s chapter of 
Enactus, an entrepreneurial 
student organization, received a 
$2,500 grant from the Walmart 
Foundation and Walmart 
Distribution Center to provide 
a new sign for Broadway 
Treasures, a thrift store 
supporting Crisis Center of the 
Plains and the abused women 
they serve.

Enactus students have been 
assisting clients through resume 
building, job interview skills and 
computer training.

“We are reaching out to them 
and trying to find things that 
will help them get back on their 
feet,” said Obet Medina, a junior, 
business administration major 
from Plainview. 

Donation revives 
carillon bells on 
Plainview campus 

Thanks to donor Belinda 
Chapman of Spade, the carillon 
bells are ringing across the 
Plainview campus again. 
Positioned on the top of the 
university’s library, the bells 
chime on the hour as well as 
playing songs as programmed. 
Unlike the previous carillon, the 
new bells also act as an early 
warning and alert system for the 
campus.  

Chapman made the donation in 
memory of her late son, Kassidy, 
who died in 2010 at age 22. He 
raised cattle and had a landscape 
business. The gift was dedicated 

at an October chapel service 
featuring Chapman and a video 
sharing Kassidy’s story.

School dean wins 
short fiction award

Dr. Laura Brandenburg, dean 
of the School of Languages and 
Literature, was 
recognized at the 
American Christian 
Fiction Writers 
annual conference 
in Nashville, Sept. 
20-23, as the 
2018 Genesis Award winner for 
unpublished authors. It was her 
second year of recognition at the 
conference, entering a full-length 
novel in 2017 that finished as a 
semifinalist. 

A Christian publishing 
house has asked for the full 
manuscript of the short novel 
titled Harvesting Love. Her 
agent is also promoting her 
full-length novel Restless Heart 
that was a semifinalist last year. 
Brandenburg said she made 
a number of revisions to the 
manuscript. 

Stookey named 
dean of religion

Dr. Stephen Stookey, a 
member of the WBU religion 
faculty since 2016, took over as 
dean of the School of Religion 
on Sept. 1. Stookey replaces 
Dr. Clinton Lowin, who left to 

become a chaplain in Germany. 
An active member of Baptist 

life, Stookey currently serves 
as a trustee for the T.B. Maston 
Foundation and 
is on the Board of 
Directors of the 
Baptist History and 
Heritage Society. 
He has been a 
member on two 
commissions with the Baptist 
World Alliance, and has served 
with The Fellowship of Baptist 
Historians and the Texas Baptist 
Historical Society. Stookey 
is a member of the American 
Academy of Religion, and the 
American Society of Church 
History. 

WBU athletics third 
in Learfield Cup

Wayland matched its all-
time best showing in the NAIA 
Learfield Directors’ Cup, 
placing third for 2017-18. In 
the competition that awards 
points based on schools’ national 
finishes in up to 13 
sports, Wayland 
wound up with 
814 points after 
three national 
championships, one 
runner-up finish and 
five other top-10 finishes.

Wayland also finished third 
two years ago, and the school 
has finished among the top six 
athletics programs in the entire 
NAIA the last five years in a row.

Athletic Director Rick Cooper 
(above) was also named Sooner 
Conference AD of the Year. 
Cooper played basketball at WBU 
before embarking on a successful 
college coaching career. 
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Kaltwasser Flame 
shining once more

After being dark for nearly a 
decade, the Kaltwasser Flame 
came to life Oct. 1 amid a hail of 
fireworks and a torch ceremony.

Still believed to be among the 
largest faceted, back-lit, stained 
glass sculptures in the world, the 
flame was originally lit in 1996 
but was damaged by time, wind 
and storms. 

Two years ago, the original 
artist, Chuck Berg of Lubbock, 
began the process of rebuilding 
the flame. New LED technology 
gives off a more vibrant light and 
the systems controlling the flame 
are now much easier to maintain.

Students gathered at dark in 
the Moody Marsh for a brief 
ceremony where Dr. Claude 
Lusk, vice president for 
enrollment management, shared 
the importance of the flame to 
the university. The flame was 
then relit and fireworks set off. 
(See photo on back cover.)

WBU celebrates 
centennial of WWI

The history department at 
Wayland held a week-long 
symposium in honor of the 100th 

anniversary of the end of World 
War I. Held Nov. 5-11, the week 
started with a kickoff luncheon 
and the opening of a new exhibit 
at the Museum of the Llano 
Estacado. 

The symposium also included 
honors student presentations, 
faculty lectures and a chapel 
featuring Dr. Estelle Owens, 
university historian – all around 
wartime topics. The Saturday 
football game featured a veterans 
recognition as well.

Hutcherson Gym 
floor gets face lift

Wayland and the Plainview 
Chamber of Commerce officially 
cut the ribbon celebrating 
the new floor at Hutcherson 
Gymnasium on Sept. 4, prior to 
the Pioneer volleyball match.

The ribbon cutting took place 
during the Business After Hours 
hosted by Wayland. President Dr. 
Bobby Hall thanked the city for 
its relationship with Wayland. 

Faculty promote for 
new academic year

Wayland faculty received 
promotions in late spring, 
effective July 1. Promoted to the 
rank of full professor were the 
following: Dr. Michael Dain, 
Lubbock, Dr. Jerry Faught, Altus; 
Dr. Thomas Fisher, Albuquerque; 
and from Plainview, Dr. Richard 
Fountain, Dr. D. Claude Lusk 
and Dr. Yahui Zhang.

Promoted to associate 
professor were the following: 
from Plainview: Dr. Rebekah 
Crowe; Dr. Tim Doty; Dr. Erin 
Heath; Dr. Anthony King; Dr. 
Sharon McCall; Dr. Maria 
O’Connell; Dr. Deidre Redmond;  
Dr. Randolph Rogers; Dr. Scott 
Strovas; Dr. Kenroy Wedderburn; 
and, from Hawaii, Dr. Daniel 
Jacobson.

Athletes celebrate 
Harley Redin’s 99th 
birthday with visit

The Flying Queens delivered 
a special birthday wish to 
legendary coach Harley Redin on 
August 29 for his 99th birthday. 
Earlier that day,the student body 
at Wayland signed birthday cards 
and ate cake in Harley’s honor. 
The Queens and Dr. Bobby Hall, 
president, delivered the cards and 
some of the cake to his home.
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Keylynn Boyce vividly 
remembers rounding the 
hallway at Harral Memorial 
Auditorium as a freshman 
and catching a glimpse of the 
portraits of smiling young 
women in tiaras and the 
exhibit of historic photos. 

“God spoke to me in that 
moment and said you will 
compete in this and win. I 
thought, ‘That’s exciting,’ 
but I was scared. I felt like 
it was something to do later 
when you’ve had more time 
at Wayland,” says Keylynn, a 
senior from Killeen who won 
the Nov. 17 pageant and will 
serve as Miss Wayland 2019.

“I have put my heart and 
soul into everything I’ve done 
the past three years here, and 
I was going to do that at Miss 
Wayland as well,” she says. 
“This place has helped me 
determine what my destiny 
could be.”

Her ultimate plan is to 
pursue graduate school and 
teach speech in college. She’d 
also love to travel and to one 
day start a speech and debate 
team at another university.

That’s familiar ground for 
Keylynn, a communications 

major who helped start the 
WBU program with Dr. Tim 
Doty, her mentor. Keylynn 
came to WBU at the urging 
of sister Kierra, a Wayland 
wrestler and 2017 graduate.

She is particularly gifted 
in spoken word, a popular 
medium of expression. 
Keylynn has written many 
original pieces, presenting 
one for the Miss Wayland 
talent competition.

“I love the vulnerability. In 
my spoken word I am able 
to really be myself and say 
things I haven’t been able to 
say before. It allowed me to 
be my authentic self and get 
comfortable with my body 
and myself and be more 
confident,” she says. 

Keylynn’s pieces often 
weave her strong faith in 
God into the message, such 
as overcoming adversity, 
controlling one’s emotions, 
finding joy from within.

student spotlight

Miss Wayland 
finds new outlet 
for expression

, 

Teresa Young,  Director of Alumni Relations

When my parents dropped me off at 
Wayland in August 1990, my father slipped 
me a sealed envelope. This daddy’s girl 
cried when she read about his pride and 
encouragement for me to do big things.

He also left me a charge: to do right 
by the family name by letting it mean 
something: Integrity. Hard work. Leaving a 
place better than I found it. I tried my best 
to do that then and I still do today.

I feel like as alumni we have the 
same charge. The name Wayland means 
good things to many of us, and it’s our 
responsibility to not only maintain that 
reputation but also to share it.

We don’t carry out the Wayland family 
name through birth, but we can keep its light 
burning bright for years to come. How? 

Tell prospective students about Wayland. 
Better yet, offer them your alumni 
scholarship as encouragement. You’ll find 
the form on our website.

Find a place in your family budget for 
a monthly donation to Wayland. You can 
support any area that is meaningful to you, 
and any little bit helps to maintain this 
special place for today’s students. I give to 
keep the experience of WBU alive for this 
generation and the next because I know – 
and so do you! – how life-changing this 
place can be. I love being able to be part of 
the ongoing life of this amazing school, and 
I know you will too!

I’d love to hear from you. Email me at 
teresa.young@wbu.edu.

Pioneers Forever, 
                                        Teresa

wayland    
  true
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Upcoming graduations:
•  Jan. 11, Lubbock
•  Jan. 25, Amarillo
•  March 8, Clovis
•  March 22, Wichita Falls
•  April 5, Phoenix
•  April 6, Sierra Vista
•  April 11, Fairbanks
•  April 12, Anchorage
•  May 11, Plainview
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We’re looking for a 
few good veterans

The Office of Alumni 
Relations is seeking 8-10 
veterans from our external 
campuses to participate in 
focus groups related to how we 
can better serve our military 
students and alumni.

These focus group 
meetings will be done via 
teleconferencing and scheduled 
to work with participants’ 
calendars. Alumni do not need 
to be active-duty currently but 
should have been active at the 
time they attended Wayland. 
All branches of service are 
welcome.

Call Teresa at (806) 291-
3600 to express interest.

Keep up with news, 
events and WBU trivia. 
Follow us on Facebook 
at wbualumni.

fAlumni Networking 
Events Coming Up
•  Jan. 19: Plainview
•  Feb. 1-2: Family Weekend
•  Feb. 12: Amarillo
•  Feb. 15: Texas Music  
     Educators Association, 
     San Antonio
•  Late February: Colorado
•  March 7: Clovis
•  March 21: Wichita Falls
•  April 9: Lubbock

Get details at wbualumni.com.

C

Do you know a local student or a 
family member considering college?  
Introduce them to Wayland. 
Submit their name through the “Refer a 
Pioneer” link on wbualumni.com. 

G
Seeking nominees for 
distinguished alumni

Do you know a Wayland 
graduate that has done well in 
their career or in service roles? 
We are looking for nominations 
for Distinguished Alumni from 
each of the WBU campuses for 
the 2019 awards.

To nominate an individual, 
visit wbualumni.com, click on 
“Involvement Opportunities” 
and  find a section on 
nominating alumni at the 
end. The simple form can be 
completed online.

On the road again...
We’ve been traveling all over 

the country, hosting alumni 
events and attending graduation 
ceremonies at many of our 
external campuses. If we’re 
coming to your city or one very 
near to you, we hope you’ll plan 
to join us the evening. 

Typically, we gather at a 
restaurant for dinner and a 
time of informal networking, 
bring some updates from the 
university (and freebies!) and 
sometimes testimonies from 
local alumni of their WBU 
experience. 

Stay tuned to the email 
newsletter each month or to the 

website at wbualumni.com for 
Coming Events and see where 
we’re headed next. 

If you’d like to be part of 
helping us plan these events, 
share your testimony or just 
welcome friends in your city, 
please contact our office at 
teresa.young@wbu.edu.



faculty/staff

LONNIE BURTON, chief of the Wayland 
Police Department, died June 25, 
2018, in Plainview at age 64. He was 
a longtime police officer in Plainview 
before joining the newly formed WPD 
in 2009. Survivors include wife KATHY, 
EX’92, who works in the Wayland 
business office; son Justin; daughter 
JENNIFER MARVEL, BA’09; three 
grandchildren; and his father.

Gen. R.L. HERRING, former trustee 
at Wayland, died Aug. 25, 2018, 
at age 97 in San Antonio. He was 
a retired Baptist minister, military 
chaplain and administrator at Buckner 
Baptist Retirement Village in Dallas. 
Survivors include a daughter and one 
granddaughter.

1940s

BETTY DAUGHERTY, AA’45, moved to 
Fayetteville, N.C., recently to be closer to 
her daughter, DEBORAH O’NEILL, BA’72, 
and her 11 grandchildren. Betty is retired 
and widowed. She would love to hear 
from Wayland friends.

CLAYTON HICKS, BA’49, wrote to 

share memories of being one of the first 
graduates of Wayland as it became a 
senior college. He enrolled in 1946 after 
three years in the U.S. Navy and married 
his bride, SELMA, AA’47, shortly after 
graduation. They celebrated 69 years of 
marriage on Aug. 30, 2018, and they live 
in a senior living facility in Franklin, Tenn. 
Now 92, Clayton is a retired minister.

ADELE WYATT, AA’43, died Jan. 31, 
2018, in Fredericksburg, Va., at age 93. 
She was an elementary school teacher for 
many years and supported her husband 
as a pastor’s wife. Survivors include three 
children; five grandchildren; and 12 
great-grandchildren.

1950s

DR. KENNETH COFFEE, BA’57, received 
the 2018 Legacy Award from Texas 
Baptists in a June ceremony. Ken is 
former associate director of the BGCT 
State Mission Commission, retiring 
in 1999. He also pastored churches 
and served in leadership with the 
San Antonio Baptist Association. Wife 
Martha died in January 2018. 

BILL KNIGHTON, BA’50, died June 
13, 2018, in Longview at age 88. He 
worked as an adjuster for Travelers 
Insurance for 35 years before retiring. 
Survivors include wife BETTYE, EX; three 
children; seven grandchildren; and five 
great-grandchildren.

1960s

MASON BOONE, BA’61, writes in 
tribute to JOE PROVENCE, BA’66 and 
emeritus alumni director, who was 
his former roommate. He was also 
reminiscing about the Flying Queens 
from the late 1950s. An Army veteran, 

Mason is retired from teachng and 
principalship in the Ysleta ISD in El Paso. 
He and wife Joyce live in El Paso.

Dr. VANCE BRADFORD, BA’68, 
received his doctorate in education 
from Walden University in July 2018 
while working as a correctional officer 
with the Giddings State School. Dr. 
Bradford taught in various cities and 
was named to Who’s Who Among 
America’s Teachers in 2006. He retired 
from the Army in 1997 as a Lieutenant 
Colonel after serving as an executive 
officer during the Gulf War. Wife 
Suzanne, BA’69, who died in March 
2017, was a school speech pathologist. 
Vance attended his 50th reunion at 
homecoming in October.

TERRY DAVIS, BS’69, died Feb. 7, 
2018, at age 71 in Plains, Texas. Terry 
spent 45 years farming and taught 
school for 14 years. He served with the 
Army National Guard for six years, the 
Plains School Board, and the board of 
Lea County Electric, where he served 
more than 30 years. Survivors include 
wife WADONNA, EX’69, two sons, four 
grandchildren, one great-grandson and 
a sister. 

CARTER FREY, BS’69, and wife LINDA, 
EX’69, have moved back to Texas 
and live in Sherman after retiring 
from ministry. The Freys are enjoying 
living near grandchildren and were on 
campus in October for homecoming to 
see friends from the 1968 class.

DON KELSO, BA’62, lives in Antelope, 
Calif., where he is a volunteer hospital 
chaplain. Wife HELEN, EX’62, died 
Sept. 19, 2016, at age 79. The 
Kelsos have three grown children, 
10 grandchildren and 15 great-
grandchildren. 
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GLORIA MAPLES, BS’66, died June 
4, 2018, in Lubbock at age 74. She 
worked as a realtor in Plainview before 
moving to Lubbock. Survivors include 
husband James, son JOHN SUMMERS, 
EX’93, and wife CAROL, BA’86; 
granddaughters MEGAN SUMMERS, 
BSIS’16, and LEXI SUMMERS, BSIS’18, 
and grandson Jacob and wife Ashley.

THOMAS MARTINEZ, BA’61, died 
March 8, 2018, in Lubbock at age 
81. He was a pastor of two churches 
in Clovis, N.M., and had a master’s 
degree from Denver University. 
Survivors include his wife Jovida, two 
children and three grandchildren. 

DR. CHET SAMPLE, BA’68, and wife 
Belinda have moved to San Angelo, 
Texas. Dr. Sample retired in 2013 from 
Sul Ross State University, where he 
served as a professor for many years. 
The Samples attended homecoming in 
October for his 50th class reunion. 

LYNN SCHENCK, EX’61, and husband 
David have moved to a senior living 
facility in Frisco, Texas. They previously 
owned an antique and fine art shop in 
Ruidoso, N.M., and are looking forward 
to new adventures in their new home.

KATHLEEN “SUNSHINE” WOMMACK, 
BS’67, and husband Joe celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary in May 
2018. In 2016, they spent three months 
camping through Canada and Alaska 
and loved seeing the WBU campus 
in Alaska. Sunshine is retired after 
17 years as pastor’s assistant at First 
Baptist Church in Atlanta, Texas. 

1970s

HAROLD DEAN CARSON, BA’71, 
continues to teach piano in Olton at 
age 88, though he writes that he only 

has nine students due to his vision issues. 
One of his students is Shiloh Hamilton, 
a Wayland sophomore from Olton and 
son of URSULA HAMILTON, BA’91, and 
husband PHILLIP, former staff member.

STEVEN HARRELL, BA’78, and wife Jo 
Anne recently relocated to Amarillo, 
Texas, from California. Steven is a retired 
Army chaplain and visited the campus 
in October for his 40th class reunion at 
homecoming.

RUTH MILLER, BSOE’78, died on Nov. 
22, 2018, at age 96. She worked in 
medical records in Plainview for many 
years, at the hospital, doctor’s offices 
and also at Central Plains Center. 
Survivors include son Kenneth Miller, 
daughter BARBARA ROBERTSON, 
EX, and husband DON ROBERTSON, 
BA’68; nine grandchildren; 15 great-
grandchildren; and two siblings. 

MANUEL PEREZ, BA’75, died Sept. 8, 
2018, In Ulysses, Kan., at age 73. An 
Army veteran, he was pastor of Primera 
Iglesia Bautista in Ulysses since 1975. 
He also drove a school bus for 41 
years. Survivors include three daughters, 
SANDRA REYES, BM’97, SARA SILVA, 
BA’93, and husband JOHN, BA’92, and 
Flora Velardes; four siblings; and 11 
grandchildren. 

JUDY SESMA, BA’75, died Oct. 12, 
2018, in Albuquerque at age 66. 

LINDA SOMERS-PEYTON, BA’74, died 
April 19, 2018, at age 67. Linda was 
a retired elementary school teacher in 
Lewisville and Frisco. Survivors include 
her husband, Douglas; two daughters, 
Jennifer Wallace and Jaime Somers; 
three grandchildren; her mother, JOYCE 
OSBORNE, former staff; and a sister, 
KAREN OSBORNE, BA’79. Her father, 
CECIL OSBORNE, BA’64, is deceased.

1980s

CHRIS ASHCRAFT, BS’89, is a high 
school science teacher at Cedar Park 
Christian School in the Seattle area. He 
is also a regular presenter to churches 
in the region about creation and the 
biblical worldview, and many are 
available for viewing on Chris’ website 
(nwcreation.net) or via YouTube. 

A’LESA HOUSLEY, EX’85, has moved 
back to New Mexico from Oklahoma a 
few years ago to be near family and 
would love to connect with Wayland 
friends. She lives in Tyrone.

DAVID KEERINS, BSOE’86 from the 
Hawaii campus, died July 14, 2018, 
at age 65 after a long battle with 
Lewy Body Dementia and Parkinson’s 
Disease. He had a master’s degree 
from Southwestern Seminary and was 
a longtime member of Travis Avenue 
Baptist Church in Fort Worth, where he 
served in the media group for many 
years. He was technical theater director 
at Trinity Valley School before moving 
to Colorado in 2016. Survivors include 
wife CHERI, a former staff member at 
the Hawaii campus; two daughters, two 
sisters and his parents.

JONATHAN LEE, BSOE’82 from the 
Hawaii campus, has moved to Orange, 
Calif., where he is regional manager 
in clinical technology for Kaiser 
Permanente. His wife is Cheryl-Ann.

JEFFREY LESTER, BSOE’82 from the 
Amarillo campus, recently retired from 
the Amarillo Police Department as a 
captain after serving for 38 ½ years. 
He and wife Lynne live in Amarillo.

DENA MEYERS, BA’84, retired in the 
summer after 31 years as a school 
teacher, 24 of those in Bellville, Texas. 
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She and husband Danny are enjoying 
retirement by spending time with six 
grandchildren and fishing. She is also 
active in disaster relief efforts through 
her church. She lives in Sealy, Texas.

TOM RENFRO, BSOE’89, lives in 
Edmond, Okla., where he works as 
senior integration analyst for Integris 
Health, for whom he has worked since 
2001. He and wife Lisa welcomed their 
first grandchild in September, born to 
daughter Leah.

1990s

DORI-MARIE GRANT ADAMS, BS’96, 
moved in 2018 to Midland, where she 
works as AEP teacher at Greenwood 
High School. Husband Sam works for 
United Rentals Trench Safety. The 
couple has two children: K.J., 18, a 
freshman at Grand Canyon University; 
and Dakota, 13, a 7th grader.

JAMES BOLINGER, BSOE’94 from 
the Hawaii campus, has a new job as 
Director of Sales with Span Tech LLC. 
He and wife Lisa live in Scottsville, Ky.

JASON DETKO, BSOE’99 from the 
Fairbanks campus, was appointed to 
the Senior Executive Service position of 
director of the Office of Procurement 
at NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center 
in Huntsville, Ala. A veteran of the 
Air Force, Detko also holds a master’s 
degree from American Graduate 
University.

TONI JONES DUTTON, BA’91, is a 
speech language pathologist with 
Step2Strides in Denison, Texas. She 
and husband Rick have two children. 
Daughter Stormi is attending Angelo 
State University, and son Kody is a 
freshman at Tioga High School.

GEORGE FLORES III, BSOE’98 from 
the Hawaii campus, moved to northern 
Virginia with wife Thelma in August. 
He is an intelligence research specialist 
with Homeland Security Investigations. 

STEVEN FRANKLIN, BSOE’98 from 
the Phoenix campus, and wife TRACY, 
BSOE’05, also from Phoenix, live in 
Monument, Colo., where Steve is the 
senior security specialist for Africa with 
Compassion International and Tracy is a 
project accountant for Accenture. Steven 
recently completed a master’s degree 
in international relations from Webster 
University. The couple has two children: 
Max, 18, a freshman at Windsor 
University in Canada, and Joe, 15, a 
sophomore in high school.

SCOTT HIGGINBOTHAM, BA’99, and 
wife Kiley live in Amarillo, where he has 
been pastor of Temple Baptist Church 
for two years. The couple has two 
daughters: Chloe, 9, and Alexis, 1. 

DR. DERALD JONES, EX’92 from the 
Lubbock campus, retired from public 
education in May 2018 after serving as 
teacher and administrator in Georgia. 
He retired from the U.S. Air Force in 
2000 and earned his Ph.D. in 2008. 
He and wife Mickie have three children 
and five grandchildren. 

MARK JONES, BA’90, and wife 
DAWN, BM’90, have moved to Fort 
Worth, where Mark works as director 
of compliance and administration for 
the Meador Auto Group, owned by 
WBU alum KYLE HUNTER, BA’88. Dawn 
is a music teacher in the Fort Worth 
schools. Mark also serves as trustee for 
Wayland.

COLLEEN LIBBEY, BSOE’97 from 
the Anchorage campus, is managing 
partner at the Libbey Law Office 

in Anchorage, where she represents 
plaintiffs in personal injury cases. She 
earned her Juris Doctorate degree 
from Ohio State University in 2000. 
A former adjunct instructor at WBU, 
Colleen is vice president of the Alaska 
Association for Justice, where she also 
serves as the Chair of the Education 
Committee. Libbey was named a Top 
10 Personal Injury Attorney by the 
National Academy of Personal Injury 
Attorneys for 2018 and is a member 
of the Alaska Bar Association and the 
American Association for Justice.

LEANORMA MARSH, BSOE’98 from 
the Wichita Falls campus, lives in 
Houston, where her daughter Alizabeth, 
25 and a student, helps care for her 
through some health issues. She also has 
a son, Brandon, who works for Wells 
Fargo Bank in North Carolina. 

SUMMER MOHON PERKINS, BA’98, is 
a Realtor in Spring. She and husband 
Mike have four children: Kate, 23; 
Reighan, 17; Gavin, 14; and Espyn 
Beth, 3. The Perkineses also own an IT 
business, NorthRock Technical Services.

DR. KYLE REESE, BA’93, was named 
moderator-elect at the 2018 general 
assembly of the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship in Dallas in June. Kyle 
has been senior pastor of Hendricks 
Avenue Baptist Church in Jacksonville, 
Fla., since 2006. He has been in CBF 
leadership for many years, serving as 
a supervising pastor for the ministerial 
residency program from 2005-11, 
preaching at the 2011 General 
Assembly and a member of the 
executive coordinator search committee 
in 2013. For nine years he also served 
as board chair of Baptist News Global. 
Kyle and wife AMY, EX’93, have three 
children: Peyton, 20; Hannah, 19; and 
Wyatt, 17.
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CHRIS RILEY, BA’96, MA’08, and 
wife AMBER, MEd’13, have moved to 
Idalou, where Chris is senior pastor at 
First Baptist Church. The Rileys have 
two sons, BRYSON, a sophomore at 
Wayland, and Dawson, a junior in high 
school. 

PHILLIP SUTTON, BSOE’93 from the 
Hawaii campus, is vice president and 
chief administrative officer for Kubota 
Manufacturing America in Gainesville, 
Ga. He was recently reappointed to 
the board of directors of the Technical 
College System of Georgia by Gov. 
Nathan Deal. Phillip served 20 years 
in the U.S. Air Force and is a graduate 
of the FBI National Academy and Troy 
University, where he earned a master’s 
degree. He and wife Sue have two 
children and two grandchildren.

SHERRI NICHOLS TURNQUIST, BA’93, 
and husband STUART, BS’92, moved 
in May 2018 to the Lubbock area, 
where Sherri is a dyslexia therapist. 
The Turnquists are adjusting to life as 
empty-nesters after their daughter 
Kaileigh married in August 2018. Son 
Cameron lives in Wichita Falls.

2000s

COLBY ANDERSON, BA’08, won the 
Long Island Amateur Championship 
in East Williston, N.Y., in June 2018. 
Colby, who played golf at WBU, 
outlasted a bracket of 31 other 
competitors to win the title. He works 
for Commonwealth Land Title Insurance 
Company while working on his golf 
game. He and wife EMILY, BA’08, have 
two children and live in Malverne, N.Y.

CLARA BAXTER, BA’16, moved in 
June to Lubbock, where she works in 
media relations and graphic design 
for undergraduate admissions at 

Texas Tech. She previously was an 
RHS for Fleming-Mays Tower for three 
semesters. 

KRIS ANN BLODGETT, BSIS’07, was 
named principal of O.L. Slaton Middle 
School in Lubbock in June, moving 
into the role after three years as 
assistant principal and 11 total years 
in teaching. She also holds a master’s 
degree in education from Texas Tech. 
She and husband RANDY, BBA’07, who 
works at Wagner Supply, have two 
children: Carson, 8, and Joslyn, 5.

DR. CHRISTOPHER BREEDLOVE, 
MA’04 from the San Antonio campus, 
was named senior minister at Foothills 
Congregational Church in Los Altos, 
Calif., in April. He earned a doctorate 
from Eden Theological Seminary and 
has served in ministry in Fresno as well. 
He is an advocate of social issues and 
has served with Faith in Community 
and the California Interfaith Power 
and Light. He and wife Amy have four 
children.

GREGORY BROWN, BSOE’00 from 
the Wichita Falls campus, died May 
28, 2018, in San Antonio at age 56 
of cancer. He served 24 years in the 
U.S. Air Force, then worked in private 
industry. He was lauded for his faith 
and Bible teaching gifts. Survivors 
include his wife, Cheryl, a son, daughter 
and three grandchildren. 

AMY DILLON BUEERMANN, BSIS’08, 
and husband KODY, BBA’08, welcomed 
their second child, a son named Ty 
Dillon, on July 9, 2018. Big brother Will 
will be 3 in March. Kody is a scheduler 
at Kinder Morgan in Houston, and Amy 
teaches school in League City, where 
the family lives. Amy was back on 
campus for homecoming and her 10th 
reunion.

FELIX CASTILLO, BS’03, and wife 
Melissa welcomed their first child, a son 
named Alejandro, on Feb. 10, 2018, 
born on his father’s 37th birthday. 
Felix was on campus for homecoming 
to be inducted into the Athletics Hall of 
Honor for his baseball accomplishments. 
Members of his family from Puerto Rico 
were present to celebrate with him. 
Felix coaches in Lavon, Texas.

DAVID COATNEY, BSOE’03, MAM’07 
from the San Antonio campus, was 
named sole finalist for director of the 
Texas A&M Engineering Extension 
Service in October. Coatney has served 
as fire chief in Dallas since 2016 and 
previously was chief in Round Rock and 
served in various leadership positions 
in the San Antonio Fire Department. 
TEEX is a state agency that delivers 
emergency response, homeland security 
and workforce training, exercises, 
technical assistance and economic 
development.

DR. REBEKAH CROWE, BA’02, was 
promoted to Associate Professor in July. 
She teaches history at Wayland.

RACHEL CULP, MEd’08 from the 
Lubbock campus, lives in River Falls, 
Wis., where she is a physical education 
teacher at the St. Bridget Parish School. 
She has taught for more than 20 years. 
She and husband James have two 
children.
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KAURY EDWARDS, BA’09, was 
ordained on June 11 as an elder in 
full connection in the Kentucky Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist 
Church. Kaury earned master’s degrees 
in divinity and in theology from Asbury 
Theological Seminary and is lead 
pastor at Wesleyan Heights Methodist 
Church in Owensboro, Ky. He started 
work on the Doctor of Ministry degree 
at Duke Divinity School in the fall. Wife 
ASHLEY, BA’09, also earned a master’s 
degree in theological studies from 
Asbury. She works as a quality analyst 
at U.S. Bank. The Edwardses have a 
son, Beckham, 5.

DIANA VILLARREAL FLORES, BS’06, 
received her Doctor of Pharmacy 
degree in 2015 from Texas Health 
Sciences Center and works as a clinical 
pharmacist at Covenant Hospital in 
Plainview. She and husband Tony, who 
owns a barber shop in Plainview, have 
two children: Leila, 9; Thiago, 3, and 
Isa Belle, 1½.

BRENDA FOSTER, BSIS’00, MEd’07, 
lives in Amarillo, where she promoted 
in July to coordinator of curriculum and 
instruction for Region 16 Education 
Service Center. She and husband 
Bobby, who also works for Region 
16, have two sons, Braxton, 13, and 
Brayton, 10. 

JAMES GARRETT, BA’03, MEd’05, was 
named the TASSP Region 2 Middle 
School Principal of the Year in June. 
James is principal of Brundrett Middle 
School in Port Aransas and coaches 
baseball at Port Aransas High School, 
where he is nearing his 100th win. 
James and wife ELEAH, EX’04, have two 
sons: Easton, 10, a fifth-grader, and 
Kynsler, 5, a kindergartener. Eleah is a 
speech-language pathology assistant 
in the schools and a bookkeeper for a 

local church. The family was displaced 
after Hurricane Harvey hit Port Aransas 
and are back in their home as of June.

CHRISTIE WARD GARZA, BS’08, 
and husband Christopher welcomed 
a daughter, Camryn Elise, on May 
14, 2018. She has two big brothers, 
Charlee, 8, and Carter, 6. The family 
lives in Lubbock.

OSCAR GUZMAN, BBA’02, and wife 
EVA, BBA’91, adopted their first child, a 
son named Daniel Angel, 3, on July 11. 
Oscar works as youth director for the 
Catholic Diocese in Amarillo. 

TY HARRELSON, BA’04, and wife 
Belynda welcomed a daughter, Lily 
Mae, on May 26, 2018. She has a big 
brother and sister. Ty is in his fourth 
season as head men’s basketball coach 
at Wayland.

MIRANDA HARVEY, BS’03, and 
husband JODY, EX’03, live in Abilene, 
where she serves as Physical Therapy 
Outpatient Supervisor at Abilene 
Regional Medical Center. Miranda also 
serves on the American PT Association 
Section on Women’s Health as chair of 
the Pelvic Committee, and she has led 
sessions in Japan and across the U.S. in 
that field. Jody teaches and coaches 
at Wylie High School. The couple have 
two children: Reece, 10, and Cale, 8.

TIMMY JOE HAWLEY, BSOE’01 from 
the Wichita Falls campus, died Nov. 17, 
2017, in Wichita Falls at age 52. He 
served in the U.S. Air Force. 

AUTUMN SCHAUB MASSEY, BA’09, 
and husband Brian welcomed their 
first child together, a daughter named 
Kinley Raine, on May 5, 2018. Kinley 
has three older siblings. Autumn is the 
recreation coordinator for the City of 

Pampa, and Brian works for the Pampa 
police department.

CARRIE STRICKLAND MEYER, BA’09, 
and husband Whitt welcomed their 
second child, a son named Daniel 
Harold, on Sept. 17, 2018. Big sister 
Grace is 2. The Meyers live in Huntsville, 
Texas.

JENNIFER MYKYTIUK, BA’01, MEd’12, 
has left the classroom after 17 years 
of teaching middle school English to 
become the curriculum coordinator 
for the Fruitvale School District in 
California. She and husband AARON, 
BS’03, live in Bakersfield with their two 
daughters, Madeline, 8, and Avenlee, 4.

RANDY NEFF, BSOE’02, MEd’07, 
MAC’17 from the Wichita Falls and 
Altus campuses, was named Director 
of Community Engagement with 
2INgage, lead contractor for the 
Texas Department of Family and 
Protective Services for Region 2 foster 
care services. Neff has 16 years of 
experience in child welfare work.

CORY NORMAN, BA’02, Director of 
Marketing and Communications and 
Company Manager for the School 
of Theatre and Dance at Texas Tech 
University, was the recipient of the 
2018 President’s Award of Excellence 
for Distinguished Staff. The award 
recognizes an individual who has 
demonstrated strong leadership 
skills throughout the year, leading 
by example, and having a positive 
influence on their department and the 
Tech community.

DR. ANASTASIA OKOLO ORAKWUE, 
BS’08, and husband Stanley welcomed 
a second child, Azariah Anwuli, on April 
20. Anastasia just completed a year of 
dental residency in Nashville and the 
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family moved to Lufkin, Texas, where 
she is on staff with a community-based 
dental clinic. 

TIMOTHY OWENS, BSOE’07 from 
the Wichita Falls campus, lives in San 
Antonio, where he is a CT technologist 
at Fossil Creek Complete Care. 
DR. NICK PRUITT, BA’07 with honors, 
earned his Ph.D. degree in history from 
Baylor University in 2017. He lives in 
Quincy, Mass., where he has been a 
visiting assistant professor of history at 
Eastern Nazarene College since 2016. 
Nick edited a volume of essays on 
Texas Baptists during the Civil War. He 
earned a MA in church-state studies in 
2009 from Baylor.

JOSHUA RIEFF, BA’04, MEd’07, and 
wife CRYSTAL, BSIS’05, welcomed a 
second child, a daughter named Riley 
Rae, on May 29, 2018. Big brother 
Shepherd is 4. Josh is pastor at 
Southside Baptist Church in Monahans, 
Texas.

BRITANY LEWIS SELLERS, BA’05, and 
husband Jaime welcomed their first 
child, a son named Jack Duncan, on 
June 12, 2018. Britany is a middle 
school teacher at Sterling Montessori 
School in Raleigh, N.C., where the 
couple has lived for several years. 

THOMAS SHERROD, JR., BSOE’07, from 
the San Antonio campus, lives with wife 
Katie in Fort Leavenworth, Kan., where 
he is a sergeant major in the Army 
health center. He earned a master’s 
degree in healthcare administration from 
Park University in 2017. 

DUSTIN STEPHENS, BBA’06, and wife 
Nancy continue to serve in Haiti with 
Global Partners, where they work 
in community development: building 
churches and schools, overseeing 

construction and agriculture projects 
and in education. The family recently 
got to move into a home and are 
enjoying the new privacy and space 
for their four children: Ainsley, Piper, 
Cora and Leighton. Dustin has begun 
work online for a master’s degree in 
intercultural studies.

DANIEL STEVENSON, BSOE’06 from 
the San Antonio campus, has moved 
to Richmond, Va., where he works as 
database administrator and report 
writer for the Virginia Commonwealth 
University Health Sciences Center. He is 
an Air Force veteran.

STACY MUELLER TEEL, BM’03, and 
husband Andy welcomed their first 
child, a daughter named Katelyn 
Elizabeth, on Sept. 8, 2018. Stacy 
is an elementary music teacher in 
Albuquerque.

JENNIFER BRIGMAN THOMPSON, 
BS’05, was featured in a new book 
about entrepreneurs. Purpose, 
Passion and Profit includes stories on 
persistence, redemption and challenges 
from Thompson, who is founder and 
CEO of Nspire Sports League, Grammy 
winning producer and songwriter Seth 
Mosley, ex-NFL player Keith Elias and 
many others. Written by Kyle Wilson, 
the book is available on Amazon.com.

JOSE TOBIAS, BSOE’03 from the 
Wichita Falls campus, recently retired 
from the U.S. Navy after 23 years of 
service. He and wife Michelle have 
moved to the Portland, Ore., area 
where he is distribution manager at 
Veritiv Corporation.

CRIS VALVERDE, BSOE’04 from the 
Amarillo campus, was named assistant 
director of the newly restructured 
Planning and Development Services 
Department for the City of Amarillo. He 
has worked for the city since 2018 as 
economic development specialist after 
serving three years with the City of 
Plainview and 17 years with the City of 
Amarillo previously. He is a veteran of 
the U. S. Navy.

SHAUN WEAVER, BS’01, was named 
head girls basketball coach at 
Gainesville, Texas, High School, after 
serving five seasons in the same position 
at Estacado High School in Lubbock. 
A former All-American Flying Queen, 
Shaun is in her 14th season as a coach.  

CHARLES WILSON, BSOE’06 from the 
Sierra Vista campus, completed his MBA 
degree recently with the University of 
Tampa. He is an acquisition program 
manager in test and evaluation for 
SPAWAR. He and wife Sohee live in 
Riverview, Fla.
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OLIVIA BYBEE ADAMS, BSIS’16, and 
husband ZACH, a current student, have 
moved back to Plainview, where she is 
working as an evaluator in the BAS/BCM 
office at Wayland and serving on the 
Alumni Board. 

SHANEY BREWER, BSIS’10, MEd’13, 
and husband CODY, BS’16, welcomed 
their second child, a son named Rycan 
Jeffery, on Nov. 24, 2018. Big sister 
Kennalynn is 2. Shaney is assistant 
director of admissions at Wayland, and 
Cody coaches and teaches in Cotton 
Center. 

CRAIG BROWN, BSOE’11 from the 
Wichita Falls campus, died on Dec. 12, 
2016, in Wichita Falls at age 50. He 
was an Air Force veteran of 21 years, 
then worked as a civilian at Sheppard 
Air Force Base after retirement in 2005. 
Survivors include his wife, LYNNETTE, 
BAS’14; two children; his mother and two 
brothers.

CALEB BURNETT, BA’17, lives in New 
York City, where he attends graduate 
school in music (film scoring) at NYU. 

REBECCA BALLINGER CLARK, BM’10, 
was married on June 2 to Robby Clark. 
The couple has moved to Kansas City, 
where she is working on a doctoral 
degree. She was previously on the 
faculty at Oklahoma Baptist University.

HALEY HILL COOKE, BS’11, MEd’16, 
and husband Brandon welcomed their 
first child, a son named Benson Scott, 
on Sept. 24, 2018. Haley is a quality 
assurance analyst with Funeral Directors 
Life, and the family lives in Abilene.

ALEX DRIGGARS, BA’18, was named 
production director for the High Plains 
Radio Network’s West Texas group. The 
group oversees stations in Plainview and 
a few smaller Lubbock stations. Alex was 
station manager at the Wayland radio 
station, KWLD, while a student.

KIRBY DUNN, BBA’10, and wife 
CATHERINE LEUBNER DUNN, BSIS’12, 
welcomed their first child, a daughter 
named Charis Renee, on Sept. 7, 2018. 
Kirby is creative pastor at Harvest 
Christian Fellowship in Plainview, 
and Catherine teaches at Hillcrest 
Elementary.

ASHLEY EDLIN, BA’11, MAE’14, 
and husband MARK, BA’12, MBA’16, 
welcomed their first child, a daughter 
named Addison Dawn, on Oct. 13, 
2018. Ashley is assistant professor of 
English at Wayland, and Mark works 
at Rocket Aviation. Proud grandparents 
include STACIE HARDAGE, BBA’89, and 
husband TIM, BSOE’88.

ZACHARY FISHER, BA’16, and wife 
JORDAN CAWLEY FISHER, BA’16, 
welcomed their first child, a daughter 
named Nora Sloane, on Sept. 27. Jordan 
is youth minister at Paradise Hills United 
Methodist Church in Albuquerque. Proud 
grandparents include KELLY FISHER, 
BS’06, MEd’09 from the San Antonio 
Campus and Dr. TOM FISHER, BA’90, 
executive director of the Albuquerque 
campus.

PARKER FRANCIS, BAS’13 from WBU 
Online, and wife Dana welcomed a 

daughter, Lakinn Jessie, on Feb. 2, 2018. 
Big brother is Paxton, 3. The Francises 
live in Castle Rock, Colo., where Parker 
is principal compliance officer with 
Lockheed Martin and an Air Force vet. 

LAUREN DIENER GARZA, BA’14, and 
husband DANIEL GARZA, BA’14, live in 
Dallas. Lauren is service coordinator at 
Dallas Metrocare Services. 

HANNAH GOBLE HARDEE, BA’16, and 
husband IAN HARDEE, BA’16, welcomed 
their first child, Sophia Illiana, on Dec. 
25, 2017. The Hardees live in Carlsbad, 
N.M., where Ian is music and youth 
pastor at Blodgett Street Baptist Church. 

JANCEE COTTON HARRIS, BA’13, and 
husband KEENAN, BA’13, welcomed twin 
boys on May 4, 2016. Jack and Sam 
are expecting a little sister in January. 
Jancee is a stay-at-home mom and 
Keenan is director of youth and family 
at Redeemer Church in Lubbock.

BOBBY HON, BSIS’11, and wife KATIE, 
BM’11, welcomed their first child, a 
daughter named Aura Everly, on June 
30, 2018. The Hons live in Portland, 
Texas, where Bobby teaches high school 
math and Katie is band director, both in 
Ingleside ISD.

MORGAN SWITZENBERG KIRBY, 
BM’12, and husband CHRIS KIRBY, 
BM’13, welcomed their first child, a 
daughter named Sophia Lynn, on June 
21, 2018. The couple lives in Lubbock, 
where Morgan is choir director at 
Heritage Middle School in the Frenship 
ISD. Chris is choir director at Estacado 
Middle School in Plainview. 

PAUL KITE, BAS’14 from the Amarillo 
campus, was appointed to the Water 
Utility Operator License Advisory 
Committee of the Texas Commission on 
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Environmental Quality. Kite is assistant 
director of water utilities for the City of 
Plainview. He is currently working on a 
master’s degree with WBU as well.

TASHA LILLEY, BAS’15 from the Phoenix 
campus, has published a new book, 
Before the Lights Go Out, through Page 
Publishing. The fictional book explores 
the imagination of young children 
preparing for bedtime. A resident 
of San Antonio, Tasha serves in the 
U.S. Air Force and works in human 
resource management. The book is 
available through Amazon.com or 
BarnesandNoble.com. 

MARCUS LIMON, BS’14, was named 
head football coach at Wellman-Union 
High School in July 2018, after teaching 
in Brownfield and in Fort Worth. He will 
also teach junior high social studies.

ALYSSA HOTMANN LOCKHART, 
BSIS’15, and husband Clay welcomed 
their first child, a son named Rowan 
Matthew, on Nov. 7, 2018. Alyssa is 
children’s minister at St. Stephen United 
Methodist Church in Amarillo.

KENNY LYDICK, BA’12, and wife 
LORNA, BSIS’14, moved this past summer 
to Spokane Valley, Wash., where Kenny 
is pastor at Greenacres Baptist Church 
and Lorna is a teacher. The couple 
welcomed their second child, a son 
named Judson James, on July 10. Big 
brother Keenan is 5.

SYLVIA MIRANDA, MEd’13 from the 
Clovis Campus, was honored in 

November with a Milken Educator 
Award and a cash prize for her work to 
improve writing among her fourth-grade 
students at Clovis’ Mesa Elementary. 
Milken Educators are selected in early to 
mid-career for what they have achieved 
and for the promise of what they will 
accomplish. In addition to participation in 
the Milken Educator Network, recipients 
will attend a Milken Educator Forum in 
New Orleans from March 21-24, 2019. 
Educators will have the opportunity to 
network with their new colleagues and 
hear from state and federal officials 
about maximizing their leadership roles 
to advance educator effectiveness. 
The awards have been presented for 
31 years through the Milken Family 
Foundation and are unique in that 
winners do not apply for the award, 
which is presented as a surprise.

DR. ROBERT MOORE, MCM’16, and 
current faculty, and wife DR. EMILIA 
MOORE, adjunct faculty, welcomed a 
son, Magnus Robert, on Oct. 15, 2018. 
He was welcomed by big siblings 
Montana, Mitchell and Sophia. Robert 
is associate professor of chemistry, and 
Emilia teaches mathematics online.

KELSI SCHAEFER, BSIS’16, and husband 
DEREK, a current student, welcomed their 
first child, a daughter named Hazel 
Kay, on June 6, 2018. Kelsi is a teacher 
and Derek is music minister at Grace 
Fellowship and middle school Bible 
teacher at Bracken Christian School. The 
family lives in Canyon Lakes.

COLBY SCHNEIDERJAN, BS’10, is head 
boys basketball coach at Nocona High 
School, taking the position in June after 
serving as assistant coach at College 
Station and Franklin. He also helps lead 
camps with the Boston Celtics.

JAMES SYPERT, BA’17, is a teacher’s 
aide at Hope Lutheran School and 
worship leader at First Baptist Church in 
Anton. He lives in Lubbock.

BRITTANEY TAYLOR, BS’17, and 
DERRICK BENSON, EX’14, mourn the 
loss of their second child, a daughter 
named Ava Rene, who died Sept. 29 at 
nearly 8 weeks old after a brief illness. 
Big sister Quinn is 3. The family lives in 
Lubbock. 

IVY SUSTAITA TREVIZO, BS’11, and 
husband Isaac welcomed their first child, 
a daughter named Allyson Grace, on 
July 6, 2018. Ivy works at the Center for 
Environmental Research Management at 
the University of Texas at El Paso. 

GUILLERMO VILLARREAL, BBA’15, 
opened his own State Farm Insurance 
Agency in Amarillo in the fall. Guillermo 
and wife HALEY (REISER), BSIS’15, a 
teacher in Amarillo, have a daughter, 
Amelia, 1.

ANGELA JACKSON ZETOONEY, 
BBA’11, was married to Douglas 
Zetooney in May 2017, gaining 
four stepchildren and four step-
grandchildren. Angela is a special needs 
assistant in the Amarillo schools. 

g

We welcome your ClassNotes submissions, 
available via online form at wbualumni.
com and the “Update My Information’’ 
link. Photos at 300dpi or greater can be 
emailed to teresa.young@wbu.edu.
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let there be light
Fireworks burst out over the Mabee Learning Resources Center on Oct. 1 during the official relighting of the 

Kaltwasser Flame after years of darkness due to storm damage. The ceremony included torches lit representing 
each academic school and joined to form a large united torch just moments before the stained-glass flame was 

relit. The large back-lit structure has served as a logo mark for the university for several decades. 


