
How to Develop an Argument 

What Is an Argument? 

 A debatable claim or stance on a certain topic.  

o Arguments are generally outlined in a well-structured thesis statement.  

 A main idea or assertion supported by evidence. 

 A response to a question or concern.  

 

Rhetoric and Arguments 

 What is our definition? Rhetoric is the art of persuasion through the use of rhetorical 

appeals—ethos, pathos, and logos. 

o Logos—an appeal to logic and reason.  
o Ethos—an appeal to character, ethics, and credibility.  
o Pathos—an appeal to you audience’s emotions. 

 

Developing an Argument  

 An argument is a specific claim or stance that an essay takes on a certain topic; it is the 

main idea or assertion that is supported by evidence.  

 Consider the following questions: 

o What question are you attempting to answer? 

o Does your paper attempt to settle a long debated argument? 

o How would you outline the main points of the argument?  

 After exploring your argument, begin to develop a thesis statement. Don’t worry if your 

thesis changes as you continue to explore your argument—it happens!  

 
Activity—Thesis  

 Choose a topic (something simple). Is this topic too broad? Can you make it more specific? 

 Address three reasons why a product, team, or novel (etc.) has more notable or superior qualities. 

 Create a thesis based on this argument.  

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

Activity—Audience Analysis  

 Based on your thesis above, analyze the argument’s audience. How does your audience influence 

the way you present and structure your argument?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Activity—Audience & Evidence  

 Address one or two counter arguments your audience might have. Do you need to strengthen your 

own argument?  

 What types of evidence should you use to support this argument? List three possible sources 

(statistics, newspapers, novels, etc.) that would be appropriate for your subject and audience.   

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Organizing an Argument  

 An argument should follow several writing conventions to maintain a clear organization: 

an introduction, a thesis statement, body paragraphs with topic and transitional sentences, 

and a conclusion.  

 An introduction should first make your reader aware of the general subject by setting the 

context for the rest of the paper. The thesis statement will generally appear as the last 

sentence of the introduction.   



 Body paragraphs should address your argument’s main points. Each paragraph should 

have a topic sentence that articulates the main point of a paragraph.  

 Transition sentences are the moving point between paragraphs. They most commonly 

appear as the last sentence of a paragraph and they help alert readers that you’re moving 

on to different aspect of your argument.  

 The conclusion appears at the end of your essay and offers a review of the argument 

discussed throughout the assignment. Ideally, a conclusion should also emphasize some 

useful, interesting, or surprising idea that your argument has developed or uncovered. 

 
Activity—Topic Sentence   

 Review your earlier argument and thesis statement. What do you want to address first? 

 Work on a topic sentence you might potentially use for your first body paragraph. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Activity—Transition Sentences  

 If you just addressed your first topic sentence (point A), it’s time to address your first transition 

sentence (into point B).  

 Look back at your thesis—what did your argument address next? 

 Form a guiding sentence between point A and point B of your argument.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Having Trouble Organizing Your Argument?  

 If you’re still not sure if you like your argument, spend some time brain storming and 

asking yourself questions about your topic.  

 Consider creating an outline of your argument, including your introduction, thesis, topic 

sentences/evidence, and conclusion.  

 


