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“Reading furnishes 
the mind only with 
materials of knowledge; 
it is thinking that makes 
what we read ours.”

- John Locke

New Year, New Faces

The 2016-2017 school year was a season 
of change in the School of Languages and 
Literature. Dr. Cindy McClenagan accepted 
a new position at Wayland as the Vice Pres-
ident of Academic Affairs in August 2016, 
and in October, Dr. Laura Brandenburg was 
named as her replacement. 

Dr. Brandenburg has taught for Way-
land’s School of Languages and Literature 
for over six years; first as an online adjunct 
instructor and then as a full-time assistant 
professor of English since fall 2012. She 
teaches both face-to-face and online cours-
es, primarily in composition and rhetoric, 
technical communication, and profession-
al writing. Dr. Brandenburg earned her 
Bachelor’s degree in English from Angelo 
State University in 2007. She then earned a 
Master of Arts in English degree from Tex-
as Tech University in 2009, specializing in 

Linguistics. Also at Texas Tech, Dr. Bran-
denburg completed her Ph.D. in Technical 
Communication in 2012, specializing in 
Composition and Rhetoric.

At the end of the fall 2016 semester, Dr. 
José Rubio retired after teaching Spanish at 
Wayland for 11 years. Dr. Rubio received 
his undergraduate degree in Mexico and 
completed his graduate studies in Spanish 
at Texas Tech University, where he received 
his PhD in 2005.

During his time as an assistant profes-
sor of Spanish at Wayland, Dr. Rubio co-led 
four study tours, one to Mexico City and 
three to Costa Rica. He was also the long-
time sponsor of the Spanish Club.

Although he enjoyed his time teaching 
students at Wayland, Dr. Rubio is enjoying 
getting to spend more time with loved ones 
and more time being involved in his church.

Continued on next page.

L&L Undergraduate 
Scholarship Recipients

Fall 2017
Roberta Wright Reeves:
s Sierra Bailey
s Sarah Beasley 
s Levi Brown
s Tristen Carter
s Tanner Edwards 
s Marissa Felton 
s Anthony Garcia
s Gabby Gonzales
s Ayrial Hiracheta
s Darryn Hlabangana 
s Jennifer Hollars 
s Jade Jones
s Dania Martinez-Diaz
s Jaci Monroe
s Kaelene Mooney 
s Christopher Mark Santos 
s Rebekah Thompson

Peyton & Ola Barrington:
s Ricardo Carrillo 
s Rossanna Ramos

Mang Pew Lee:
s Gabby Gonzales
s Kaelene Mooney

Rev. & Mrs. B.H. Warren Memorial:
s Rebekah Thompson

Dorothy Watters Jamar:
s Jennifer Hollars 

Christa Kunkel Smith:
s Sarah Beasley

Zaphryn Memorial:
s Marissa Felton

Dr. Sherman Brown Neff:
s Jade Jones

Dr. Don & Mrs. Lannie Cook:
s Raquel Chavez

Frances W. Bass Redinger:
s Mallorie Ellis

A BIG thanks to our donors, and 
congratulations to our recipients!

Front Row: Dr. Erin Heath, Dr. José Rubio, Dr. Cindy McClenagan, Dr. Karen Beth Strovas, and Mrs. Kristen Reddoch. 
Back Row: Dr. Troy Gregory, Dr. Joshua Mora, Dr. Laura Brandenburg, Dr. Tim Brady, Dr. Deborah Kuhlmann, Dr. 
Brent Lynn, Dr. Maria O’Connell, and Dr. Steve Michael.



Student Honors and Accomplishments

Spring Award Winners

The following students were recognized 
for outstanding accomplishment in their 
respective fields of study during Wayland’s 
Spring Awards Chapel:

Sierra Bailey - English
Dania Martinez-Diaz - Spanish

Jared Haines - Latin
Ruth Shamblin - American Sign Language

Bethany Rogers - Chinese

Two familiar 
faces will also be 
joining the facul-
ty of the School 
of Languages and 
Literature this fall: 
Ashley Edlin as an 
assistant profes-
sor of English and 
Andrew Cosper 
as an instructor of 
Spanish.

Prof. Edlin graduated from Wayland with 
her Bachelor of Arts in English and Business 
Administration in 2011. She also completed 
her Master of Arts in English at Wayland in 
2014. Many Wayland students will also rec-
ognize Prof. Edlin from her time working as 
the Writing Center Assistant. Prof. Edlin will 
be completing her Ph.D. in technical commu-
nication and rhetoric at Texas Tech University 
in the spring of 2018, and she is currently writ-
ing her dissertation, which will utilize archival 
research to examine rhetorical agency in the 

Women’s Airforce Service Pilots organization 
that was active during the Second World War. 

Mr. Cosper is also a Wayland alumnus. He 
majored in Spanish and graduated in 2014, and 
he was also a member of the Wayland wres-
tling team.  He earned his Master’s in Spanish 
at Texas Tech University in May of 2016.  Mr. 
Cosper’s love for the Spanish language is what 
has led him to become an instructor, and he 
has plans to continue with his Ph.D. at Texas 
Tech starting in the spring of 2018.  He has 
traveled to Mexico, and he has served as the 
assistant on our 
Costa Rica Spanish 
study tours for the 
past three years.  
He is fluent in the 
language and will 
be teaching all lev-
els of Spanish for 
Wayland.  

Welcome back 
Prof. Edlin and Mr. 
Cosper!

New Year, New Faces (cont.)Mayfield Scholarship

The School of Languages and Literature 
continues efforts to raise the funds necessary 
to endow a scholarship in honor of long-time 
English professor, Dr. Arch Mayfield. Though 
Dr. Mayfield no longer teaches at the Plain-
view campus, he continues to teach for Way-
land online in a part-time capacity. While we 
miss his presence greatly, we are delighted that 
online students are still able to learn from Dr. 
Mayfield and experience his wonderful spirit.

Once we reach the $25,000 endowment 
mark, the interest accrued by the fund will be 
used as scholarships for English and Language 
students. Working together, we believe we can 
not only honor Dr. Mayfield, but also offer 
worthy students the opportunity of a faith-
based education at Wayland.

If you would like to donate to the Dr. 
Arch Mayfield Scholarship, please contact our 
Advancement Office at 806-291-3427.

Current and Former Student Scholarship

• Sierra Bailey: “‘What no other man 
can ever know’: Conrad’s Foreshad-
owing of a Modernist Self and Tran-
scending of Victorian Truths in Heart 
of Darkness.” Scholarly article, ac-
cepted for publication in Alethia, the 
undergraduate journal for Alpha Chi 
Honor Society.

• Dylan Clark, BA ’16: “Bottled Thun-
der.” Creative short story, accepted 

for publication in the Alumni Epsilon 
Journal, the alumni chapter of Sigma 
Tau Delta.

• Hannah Wells, BA ’14: “And the 
dogs.” Poem, published in All the Sins, 
a quarterly digital creative magazine.

• Sierra Bailey: The School of Languag-
es and Literature Research Champion, 
2016-2017.  “The Language of What 
You Will in Feste and Malvolio.”

The Board of Trustees approved 
promotions for three of our faculty 
members this year. Dr. Deborah 
Kuhlmann was promoted from asso-
ciate professor to professor, and Dr. 
Brandenburg and Dr. Strovas were 
both promoted from assistant to as-
sociate professors.

Congratulations to you all!

Faculty Promotions

Prof. Ashley Edlin

Mr. Andrew Cosper

Dr. Deborah 
Kuhlmann

Dr. Laura 
Brandenburg

Dr. Karen Beth 
Strovas



Faculty Scholarship and Involvement

• Dr. Laura Brandenburg: “Reimagining 
our Legacy of Praxis: Online Course 
Strategies for Real-World Contexts.” 
Association of Teachers of Technical 
Writing Conference. Portland, Oregon. 
March 15, 2017.

• Prof. Ashley Edlin: “Drawing strategies 
for communication planning: A ratio-
nale and exemplar of the geometric page 
form (GPF) approach.” Co-authored 

with A. Selzer King and K. R. Moore, 
and published in Communication Design 
Quarterly (2017).

• Dr. Erin Heath: “Am I Paranoid if They 
are Really Out to Get Me?: Cinemat-
ic Representations of Mental Health.” 
Southwest Popular Culture Conference. 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. February 
2017.

• Dr. Maria O’Connell: “Of  Judges and 

Fairybook Beasts: The Male Mentor and 
Violence in Cormac McCarthy’s Blood 
Meridian.” in Critical Insights: South-
western Literature. Edited by Will Bran-
non. Amenia, New York: Salem Press, 
2016. 171-184. Print.

• Dr. Karen Beth Strovas: “‘You must give 
up’: Gothic Detection and the Rhetoric 
of Protest in The Law and the Lady.” 
Wilkie Collins Journal (April 2017).

Sigma Tau Delta

The Eta Theta chapter of Sigma Tau Delta, 
the International English Honor Society, con-
tinues to be a strong and successful presence 
in the School of Languages and Literature.

Dr. Brandenburg once again traveled 
with our students to Sigma Tau Delta’s annu-
al convention. This year, the convention was 
held in Louisville, Kentucky, and two of our 
students were selected to present:

• Sierra Bailey,“The Language of What 
You Will in Feste and Malvolio.” 

• Tristen Carter, “My Lover.”

Faculty Scholarship

Costa Rica
Once again, Dr. Mora took eight students 

to Playa Guiones, Costa Rica on a success-
ful Study Tour during the May Micro term. 
While they were there, they were able to feast 
on tropical fruits and wonderful meals with 
fresh fish, chicken, and vegetables prepared by 
their wonderful cook, Marta. There were six 
students who participated in SPAN 2301-2302 
and two who took the upper-level course.  The 
students were able to go out and interview the 
kind people of Costa Rica as part of the class. 
This gave them the opportunity to mingle 
and meet the people as well as enjoy the local 
restaurants and, of course, the beach. 

At Playa Guiones, the students went 
horseback riding on the beach and went 
zip-lining on the longest zip line in Central 
America.  The students spent the last two days 
of the trip in La Fortuna where they experi-
enced the beautiful scenery, as well as an ac-
tive volcano, spelunking, and the hot water 
springs. The plan is to, hopefully, take another 
group of students in May of 2018 and continue 
our successful run of study tours in the land of 
¡Pura Vida!  

United Kingdom
For me, travel and literature go together.  

Both expand your imagination and increase 
your ability to empathize. When you can do 
both together, the effects are magnified.  My 
class for the study tour was a 20th Century Brit-
ish literature class, focusing on war literature. 
The literature was sad and beautiful. It showed 
how destructive war was and how it contribut-
ed to the modernist tendency to distrust all in-
stitutions, but it also showed how people could 
survive the suffering and even become better 
through faith.  For the students, and for me, the 
number of memorials we found in Britain real-
ly brought home how they have been affected 
by war.  The numbers and the loss were over-
whelming.  The love and care put into the me-
morials and to keeping them up showed a faith 
that belies the modernist message of diminish-
ing belief.  We had a wonderful time traveling 
to (and praying in) various abbeys, cathedrals, 
and churches, as well as Shakespeare’s birth-
place and his church. In our travels, we visited 
the past and found that it was part of a vibrant 
and ongoing present. It was a lovely experience 
to share with my colleague, Dr. Gregory, and 
our students. I am looking forward to doing it 
again!  - Dr. Maria O’Connell

2017 May Micro Study Tours

Check out the latest 
edition of Embers, 
our literary and arts 
magazine, online!

www.wbu.edu/ 
academics/schools/
school-of-languages 
-and-literature

Maggie Hollingsworth, Cody Thomas, Kelsey Delashaw, 
Travis Murdock, and Justus Brozek

Dr. Maria O’Connell, Dr. Troy Gregory, Christian Givens, Rio 
Hernandez, Sierra Bailey, Jenn Hollars, and Sage Gregory

Sierra Bailey, Dr. Laura Brandenburg, and Tristen Carter



Help us keep in touch!

You don’t want to miss seeing our goofy 
group pictures every year, do you?

Don’t forget to keep us updated on your 
current contact information. We would 

love to stay in touch!

To make sure our records are up to date, 
please take a moment to send us the following 
information:

Name (include maiden name if applicable):

___________________________________

Graduation Year:  ____________________

Mailing Address:  _____________________

___________________________________

City: _______________________________

State: ____________ Zip Code: __________

Email: ______________________________

___________________________________

Phone Number: _______________________

Current Occupation: ___________________

___________________________________

Please return to Dr. Laura Brandenburg:

LBrandenburg@wbu.edu

-or-

1900 W. 7th Street, CMB 1300 
Plainview, TX 79072

As a fresh-out-of-high-school graduate, 
I naturally desired to leave home and explore. 
I honestly never expected to stay in my home-
town or to complete my bachelor’s degree here 
at Wayland. However, after experiencing the 
culture of the School of Languages and Litera-
ture first hand as a concurrent student and later 
as an incoming freshman, my attitude began to 
change. I soon realized that Wayland truly has 
quite a bit to offer to the prospective English 
major.

The sense of academic community within 
our school is a special and often times difficult 
to find characteristic in a program. Each of our 
students are unique and independently mind-
ed individuals who hold different passions and 
specializations ranging from English literature 
to creative writing. This diverse student body 
makes for effective classroom environments in 
which differing perspectives collide to exchange 
and form new ideas and to learn from one an-
other. Classroom discussions are one of my fa-
vorite things about attending Wayland. It is not 
uncommon to find a group of English majors 
carrying on literary and theoretical debates in 
the hallway of Gates, at the local coffee shop, or 
even in the chip aisle at the grocery store.

In addition to the thoughtful student body, 
the School of L&L also boasts a brilliant array of 
faculty and staff who genuinely care about their 
students. Our professors encourage a focused 
and passionate approach to academia, and they 
foster a positive environment for the sharing 
and development of ideas. They strive for the 
illuminating moments when they teach, such 
as when a student falls in love with the beau-
ty of craftsmanship found in Keats or Pope for 
the first time. One of the school’s most valuable 
assets are the supportive attitudes of our profes-
sors—their doors are open to us for discussion 
on both classroom topics and life in general, 
and that is invaluable.  

One of my favorite opportunities that 
Wayland’s School of L&L has to offer is the May 
term study tour to the U.K. I was blessed with 
the ability to travel with both the 2016 and 2017 
tours—each providing a distinctly unique and 
profoundly influential experience. We visited 
numerous monumental destinations such as 
Shakespeare’s birth place and grave at Strat-
ford-upon-Avon, the ancient Roman baths, 
countless magnificent cathedrals, and, perhaps 
my favorite of all, the ruins of the Whitby Ab-
bey, which overlook the timeless North Sea 
(and serve as a setting for Bram Stoker’s Drac-
ula). All this to say, my passion for English lit-
erature became more than mere ink on a page; 
words manifested into tangible places before 
my eyes, and my depth of understanding of my 
field further developed. 

In speaking of a further developed under-
standing, I believe that it is important to share 
an overarching lesson that my time as an En-
glish major at Wayland has taught me. It is sim-
ply this—to understand that I truly understand 
nothing. In other words, wisdom is only found 
in humility.

 “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: 
a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 
not despise.”—Psalms 51:17 

Jennifer Hollars is a junior English major 
from Plainview, Texas.

Experiences of an English Major

Our graduate students have continued to 
see success in our Master of Arts in English 
(MAE) program. Four students completed 
their MAE degree during the 2016-2017 aca-
demic year: Laurel Becker, Andrea Busby, Brad 
Heller, and Jessa Stilwell.

Laurel Becker also completed a Master’s 

thesis under the direction of her thesis commit-
tee: Dr. Cindy McClenagan (chair), Dr. Troy 
Gregory, and Dr. Erin Heath. Her thesis is en-
titled “From African Storytelling to American 
Gothic: Rewriting the Role of the American 
Black Woman In the Works of Harriet Jacobs, 
Zora Neale Hurston, and Toni Morrison.”

Four More MAE Graduates


