
Welcome

Happy 
Fall
2025!

As we enjoy the crisp air and vibrant colors of fall, the School of Humanities and Leadership is 
excited to announce that Embers Magazine is now open for submission for its upcoming issue. 
(Google Wayland + Embers for our submission page.) We welcome poetry, fiction, creative 
nonfiction, photography, and artwork from all members of the Wayland community. Embers 
remains a cherished showcase of student and faculty creativity, and we look forward to seeing 
the powerful, imaginative work that this year’s submissions will bring.

This fall has also been a season of celebration and engagement across the department. We 
wrapped up our annual Haiku Contest, which drew thoughtful and inventive entries from 
students, faculty, and staff. In addition, our Shakespeare-themed events, Shaketember and 
Shaketober, brought the campus together for performances, readings, and screenings honoring 
the Bard. Thank you to everyone who participated and helped make these events a success. We 
look forward to building on this momentum as we move into the rest of the academic year.
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Haiku Contest
Congratulations to the winners of this year’s 
Haiku Contest! We are delighted to celebrate 
the creativity, clarity, and imagination reflected 
in each of the winning poems. Thank you to all 
who participated and shared their voices with 
our community.

1st Place Winner!
Ilgin Cacaron
Your smile in my storm,
a lighthouse that never sleeps—
safe, though seas may rage.

2nd Place 
Carlee Heidebrecht
Snow drifts on still roads,
Chimneys hum with gentle warmth—
Winter wraps the world.

3rd Place
Nino Mahy
Silent golf course dusk,
Echo of one final swing,
Ball and sun both rest.

Honorable Mention
Brian McClenagan 
"When Nature Weeps"
Tip of a leaf ’s point 
A dewdrop barely clinging 
Now, a tear, it falls 

People’s Choice Award
Lily Taylor
Fry, Frenchiest fry!
Golden, crispy, salty, mine–
Dang bird! He stole it!

Shaketember and Shaketober Events
This fall, our department celebrated Shakespeare with two lively events: Shaketember and Shaketober. 
In September, students, faculty, and staff gathered for a screening of A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
enjoying an evening of laughter, conversation, and classic Shakespearean magic. October’s event brought 
the community together again for a warm and engaging poetry reading, where we shared favorite 
selections from the Bard alongside original pieces contributed by attendees. Both gatherings highlighted 
the creativity and camaraderie that make our department thrive.
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Fulbright-Hays 
Groups Project 
Abroad trip in Costa 
Rica by Dr. Joshua Mora

Wayland Baptist University was awarded a 
prestigious Fulbright-Hays grant for a trip 
to Costa Rica during the month of June of 
2025. The participants traveled to Nosara, 
Costa Rica where they spent a month 
studying and learning about teaching ESL 
and the culture of Latin-America. The grant 
paid for all the expenses for the participants, 
including lodging, airfare and food and cultural 
experiences. 

The trip was led by Dr. Joshua Mora, Joachim Professor of Spanish in the School of Humanities and Leadership. 
The group consisted of ten participants, who were all in-service or pre-service teachers in various disciplines. The 
majority of the participants were former students. Ms. Dania Martínez, a Wayland alum and Lecturer at Texas 
Tech, was project assistant, and Professor Eduardo Cárdenas, a professor in Costa Rica, helped teach the courses. 
Dr. Mora taught the ESL component, and Professor Cárdenas taught the culture of Latin America, and both Dr. 
Mora and Professor Cárdenas taught some of the major authors and literary works of Latin-American authors. 

The participants spent an entire month in Nosara at the Jungle Beach House next to Playa Guiones, and the goal 
was to help teachers in rural areas of West Texas and Eastern New Mexico learn how to teach their students who 
are English Language Learners. They learned the theories and methodologies of teaching ESL and received some 
firsthand experience in teaching primary school students in the Nosara area. Professor Cárdenas led some cultural 
experiences in learning about foods and life in Costa Rica, as well as with Indigenous groups in the Nosara area. 

The trip was successful, 
and the participants will be 
receiving a certificate for 
having participated in the 
study abroad experience. 
Wayland Baptist and the 
School of Humanities and 
Leadership are proud to have 
received this grant and the 
experience the group had in 
Costa Rica. 



Over the past year, several of our faculty members contributed their expertise to the Women in Scholarship 
series, a program designed to spotlight the academic work of women across disciplines. These events fostered 
rich, interdisciplinary conversations that brought together perspectives from literature, theology, ministry, and 
the arts.

Dr. Erin Heath spoke on “Hollywood on Hollywood: How the film 
Industry Adores Itself ”

Dr. Karen Beth Strovas spoke on “The Escaped Convict in the British 
Novel: Dickens, Doyle, and Rowling”

Prof. Christy Henegar spoke on “Artists and the Art of Poetry”

Alumn of Humanities and Leadership Linda Drake spoke on 
“Experiential Learning: Foxfire and 1 Am We”

Alumn of Humanities and Leadership Rebekah Brown spoke on 
“Childhood emotional neglect in The Secret Garden”  

Faculty and Staff Scholarship



Professor Ashley Edlin, Associate Professor of English, is a proud Wayland alumna whose jour-
ney through the halls of WBU has come full circle. After earning both her B.A. and M.A. in 
English at Wayland, she went on to complete an MFA in Writing at Lindenwood University, 
further honing her craft as both a scholar and creative writer. Today, she regularly teaches cours-
es in composition and rhetoric, composition and reading, and professional writing, where she is 
known for her supportive guidance and commitment to student growth.

Edlin’s scholarly and creative accomplishments reflect her versatile interests. She has co-authored 
several articles in the field of technical communication and contributed creative work to Embers, 
Wayland’s literary magazine. Most recently, she co-authored the textbook Level Up: Gaining 
the Skills to Write at the College Level, a practical resource designed to strengthen foundational 
writing skills. The accompanying Level Up Workbook, developed in collaboration with Dr. 
Kimberlee Mendoza, brings hands-on academic writing instruction directly into the classroom. 
Through her teaching, writing, and mentorship, Professor Edlin continues to make a meaningful 
impact on the WBU community.

Faculty Profile: Ashley Edlin

Keep in Touch

Don’t miss out on exciting 
news and updates from our 
department! Help us stay 
connected by sharing your 
current contact information. 

Please include your name, 
graduation year, mailing 
address, and email.
You can send your 
information to:
Email: Dr. Karen Strovas at 
strovask@wbu.edu


