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All summer long, I was asked over and over how I was settling into the 
new position.  Fortunately for me, I came into this position as the new dean 
with quite a bit of background knowledge of the university system and even 
the school procedures. Still, I was never quite sure how to answer honestly 
and accurately. 
 
Life inside the Moody Science Building was relatively uneventful over the 
summer months considering the very small student population on campus 
and the empty faculty offices. Don't get me wrong, many of our students 
and faculty were very productive over the summer, but the building itself 
was quiet.  It was a different summer than I had experienced in my most 
recent stint as director of the virtual campus.  Over there, summer was just 
another term with the same adventures that come with all other terms.  So 
all I could say when asked how the new position suited me was, "I have no 
idea until the 'tsunami of the fall' hits." 

 
So, what is the 'tsunami of the fall'? Well, that includes an enormous num-
ber of meetings, from professional development to all the various councils. 
It means planning and effectiveness reports, it means scheduling the next 
term, it means all sorts of new issues to be resolved, but most importantly 
it means taking up the call to  educate students in a challenging, learning-
focused, and distinctively Christian environment. 
 
Well, the tsunami has hit and we are off to a fantastic start.  The year is 
certain to be full of spectacular accomplishments and achievements by 
our students and our faculty.  Already, our schedule is full of course field 
trips and travel to research conferences.  We have a full section of our 
Faith and Science seminar with students exploring where their faith and their scientific endeavors inter-
act.  We have students actively engaged in research projects throughout the building.  We have faculty 
diligently following their call to minister to our students, not just by educating them but preparing them to 
be better citizens in the kingdom of God. 
 
As you will see when you peruse this newsletter, even though my summer was quiet, we had students 
and faculty engaged in missions and research all over the country and even internationally.  Our Hondu-
ras Medical Mission trip in May took a 12-member team to distribute medical supplies and treat medical 
needs across an entire village, sharing the gospel to nearly every household.  One of our students was 
the first Wayland student to participate in summer courses at the Au Sable Institute of Environmental 
Studies in Michigan.  Our Welch research group was busy most of the summer working on a number of 
different projects ranging from isolating plant-based compounds which kill 4T1 murine cancer cells to opti-
mizing our own WBU designed DSLR camera system to perform microfluidics imaging. 
 
We are looking forward to a visit by our special honored guest during the Homecoming festivities. Dr. Joel 
O'Hair is a proud alumnus of Wayland and will be coming to share his story about how Wayland prepared 
him for academic success in his Ph.D. program at SMU and in his professional career as a Data Scientist 
for very large companies (e.g., IBM) and very small companies (e.g., 4 person hedge fund). 
 
As always, we appreciate your support of the School of Mathematics and Sciences.  We are always trying 
to find better ways to prepare our students and to support our students.  If you have ways that you can 
reach out and support us, please do so either by giving of your resources or your time.  We always want 
to hear from our friends and alums about how Wayland has made a difference from you.  Give at http://
give.wbu.edu or email us at mathscience@wbu.edu.  

ñT he year is cer-
tain to be full of spectac-
ular accomplishments 
and achievements by 
our students and our 
faculty.ò 



NEWSLETTER 

In This Issue 

¶ Deanôs Introduction 

letter 

¶ Au Sable Story 

¶ Creation Care 

Week  

¶ Math & Sciences 

Scholarship Recipi-

ents  

¶ Homecoming Intro-

duction of M&S 

Alumnus 

¶ Honduras Medical 

Mission Trip 

¶ The Sally Society 

¶ Welch Foundation 

Undergrad Re-

search 

¶ Vertebrate Biology 

¶ Faculty Develop-

ment 

Catholic church on 

the city square in Val-

le de Angeles, Hon-

duras. Photo taken by 

Dr. Adam Reinhart 

Photo by Dr. Adam Reinhart 

School of Mathematics and Sciences Newsletter Fall 2015  

Honduras Medical 

Mission Trip 

PAGE  8 

Homecoming 

Joel OôHair 

PAGE  7 

Au Sable-Summer  

Courses 

PAGE  4 



Wayland student, Mariya Essani, takes summer 
courses at Au Sable Institute.  
 

M 
ariya Essani, a senior life science education major, is the first student in our 

School to participate in Au Sableôs field-intensive courses. She attended 

the Great Lakes region campus in Mancelona, MI. Au Sable also has cam-

puses on Whidbey Island, WA and in South India and Costa Rica. Wayland 

officially joined in a participating agreement with Au Sable in 2014. With this agreement, 

students like Mariya will be able to take courses at Au Sable and have them count to-

wards their Wayland degree.   

Mariya was enrolled in both field botany and animal ecology at Au Sable. Both of these 

lecture/lab courses spent the majority of their time in the field. ñAlmost everything was 

hands-on, which was very helpful for really learning the material and remembering itò. 

Mariya feels like both of these courses will be very helpful to her in her life science edu-

cation content exam.  

Included in the summer program was an integration day where 

all of the students at Au Sable would spend the day together 

learning about local environmental topics. This brought the group 

together and brought awareness to local environmental issues.  

 

ñOverall, Au Sable was a great learning experience, 

and it was very enjoyable because we were out in  

Dr. Proppe, animal ecology 
professor, holding ovenbird 
caught by the class in a mist 
net.  

Mariya Essani  
Animal Ecology summer class at the Great Lakes campus of Au 
Sable.  



Creation Care Week 
November 2-6, 2015 
 

As a Christian university, Wayland Baptist University is commit-

ted to protecting the earth and natural resources that have 

been entrusted to the current generation to ensure plenty of the 

same for the generations that follow.  

This focus at Wayland includes several ongoing programs on 

various campuses, including a full-blown recycling effort, ener-

gy-saving measures in various facilities and the development of 

an environmental science major on the academic side. In addi-

tion, special speakers and Bible studies have been held on 

campus to further explore the themes of Christian environmen-

tal stewardship.  

The School of Mathematics and Sciences will be hosting Crea-

tion Care Week at Wayland from November 2-6. Special 

events will include; special guest talks, the geological society 

local cleanup, creation week chapel, opportunities for birding, 

and special daily devotionals.  

M & S Student 

Organizations 

 

The garden originated from only a small patch of raw earth 

to a developing network of raised beds producing hundreds 

of pounds of fresh, tasty, and healthful produce that has 

been donated to the local Crisis Center and FISH.   

The garden is completely organic and uses compost heap 

from scraps of the university cafeteria and used coffee 

grounds. This year the garden produced green beans, 

cucumbers, bell peppers, tomatoes, okra and cantaloupe.  

Special thanks to Peter Bowen, Lynette Bowen, and Mark 

Hilliard for their continuing efforts in keeping the garden 

thriving!  
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