RELIGION 1302  NEW TESTAMENT HISTORY
COURSE SYLLABUS
SPRING 2008
WAYLAND BAPTIST UNIVERSITY  Fairbanks, Alaska Campus
Instructor: Dr. John Bruce Copeland, III
Contact Information: 4886546 (Home); 3774398 (Office)
Please feel free to call any time. These phone numbers are able to receive messages.
You may also contact me online. My email address is: copelandj@wbu.edu
CLASS LOCATION/MEETING TIME:
1st Baptist Church, North Pole, Alaska – Corner of the Richardson Highway and 5th St.
Thursdays from 6pm10pm. First class: February 28, 2008. Final class: May 15, 2008
COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE: RLGN 13021. New Testament History
CATALOG DESCRIPTION: Background, Theological Content, and Application of the New
Testament.
COURSE PREREQUISITE: None
TEXTBOOKS: (1) Elwell, W.A., & Yarbrough, R.W. (1999). Encountering the New Testament.
Grand Rapids: Baker Book House.
(2) NIV Study Bible
COMPENTENCIES: This course is designed to introduce to the student the meaning and significance
of the New Testament. By the end of this course the student will have demonstrated through written
examinations the ability to recognize, define, and analyze the significance of the following:
1. Major historical developments in the era between the Old and New Testaments
2. The historical setting of the first century AD.
3. The major events in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ
4. The beginning, development, and growth of the Christian Church in the first century
AD, and a brief history of the Christian Church since the first century, AD.
5. The primary themes in the Letters of Paul and their relationship to the Christian
Church in the first century AD.
6. The primary themes in the General Letters.
7. The primary themes and cultural relevancy of the book of Revelation.
In addition, through research and class discussion, the student will have demonstrated
the ability to participate in a discussion of the important aspects of three different genre of New
Testament literature.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Students will:
1. Demonstrate knowledge of the historical, religious, and social context of
the New Testament world.
2. Demonstrate knowledge of some of the critical methods used in New
Testament studies.
3. Demonstrate an understanding of the basic content of the New Testament
and its main teachings (theological content).
4. Demonstrate knowledge of the canonical process producing a more complete
understanding of the New Testament.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION
1. Course Requirements
a. Read all required reading assignments
b. Write either one (10) page Reaction Paper, write two (5) page Reaction Papers, or build or
make a project reflecting the amount of work required for a (10) page Reaction Paper (approximately
2025 hours). Further guidelines will be given on the first day of class.
c. There will be (5) Tests. There will be no makeup for a missed test unless it is given during
an absence preapproved by the professor. Tests given during an excused absence and not
made up by the end of the term will receive a grade of zero.
d. Take the Final Examination. A missed Final Exam must be made up per the academic
policies of Wayland Baptist University.
e. Participate. Show up for class and positively contribute to class discussion.
Note: If you are late for class it is up to YOU to request to have your absence changed.
Three tardies or early exits constitute one absence.
2. Evaluation
A. Wayland Baptist University Grading System:
A
90100
B
8089
C
7079
D
6069
F
below 60
B. Computation of Final Course Grade:
Tests (5), 100 points each
Final Exam
Class Participation
Reaction Papers
Total Possible Points

500 points
200 points
100 points
200 points
1,000 points

C. The grading scale, based on the point values above, is as follows:
A
9001,000
B
800899
C
700799
D
600699
F
below 600

ATTENDANCE POLICY
Students enrolled at one of Wayland Baptist University's external campuses should make
every effort to attend all class meetings. All absences must be explained to the instructor, who will
determine whether the omitted work may be made up. When the student reaches the number of
absences considered excessive, the instructor will so advise the student and file an unsatisfactory
progress report with the office of the Dean of the Fairbanks Campus.
Any student who misses 25% or more of the regularly scheduled class meetings
will receive a grade of 'F' in the course. If you know you are going to miss three weeks or
more of instruction due to military or work related absences, see the instructor immediately.
Additional attendance policies for each course, as defined by the instructor in the course
syllabus, are considered part of the university's attendance policy. Each unexcused absence will
count as a (10) point deduction from your class participation grade. Two tardies or two early
exits constitute one unexcused absence. If you are late for class, it is your responsibility to
have your absence removed from the grade book.
NOTICE TO STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
It is Wayland Baptist University's policy that no otherwise qualified person experiencing
disabilities be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination
under any educational program or activity in this university. If a student has an impairment that would
require additional accommodations by the instructor and/or the university, then please inform the
instructor or the Fairbanks Campus Dean, prior to class.
CLASS SCHEDULE
February
28

** = Test over previous material
Course Overview and Introduction to the New Testament
Read Text, Chapter 1, and the Gospel of Luke

March
6

The InterTestament Years & The Middle East in the Days of
Jesus. Read Text, Chapter 2

13
**

20

WE WILL MEET DURING THIS WEEK (Spring Break)
Modern Approaches to the Gospels and Overview Study of the
Gospels (video: 'Yeshua')
Read Text, Chapters 10, 11, 12. *These chapters are read out of order*

No Class  SPRING BREAK for this class

27

The Gospels/A Review of the Life and Ministry of Jesus (Videos: 'Yeshua'
and 'That The World May Know')
Read text, Chapters 3,4,5,6,7, 8, 9 and the Gospel of John

3

The Gospels, Cont’d. – BlackBoard Assignment

April

10

**

The Beginnings of the Christian Church and the Spread of
Christianity. Read Text, Chapters 13, 14, 15, 16 and the book of Acts

17

**

24

The Letters of Paul  Part I
Read Text, Chapters 17,18,19 and the books of Romans,
I Corinthians and Galatians
The Letters of Paul  Part II
Read Text, Chapters 20, 21 and the books of Ephesians, Philippians
Colossians, I and II Thessalonians, I and II Timothy, and Titus

May
1

**

The General Letters
Read Text, Chapters 22, 23 and the books of Hebrews, James, I
Peter; I, II, and III John

8

**

15

FINAL EXAMINATION

Revelation and An overview of Christianity through 313 AD
Review for Final Examination
Read Text, Chapter 24 and the book of Revelation
Reaction Paper(s)/Projects are due  NO REACTION PAPER or PROJECT
WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THIS DATE

Note: If you would like any final papers returned, leave the instructor a large SelfAddressed,
WELLStamped Envelope. Otherwise all final papers will be thrown away immediately upon
being graded.
RESEARCH HELP
Wayland Baptist University is part of a library consortium with the University of Alaska,
Fairbanks. All you need to do is show a public library card to UAF's library desk. You may also access
Wayland's main campus library resources and other research links through Wayland's web site at:
www.wbu.edu  there are over 20 free databases and free library materials that maybe
checked out through the WBU Learning Resource Center.
Other research materials may be found through the public libraries, military education centers,
base or post libraries, through information handed out in class, or through the generosity of a local
pastor.

