WAYLAND BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
FAIRBANKS CAMPUS
Spring Term
February 24 – May 17, 2008
COURSE NUMBER & TITLE
TIME:

Instructor:
Office:
Office Phone:
Home Phone:
Email:
Course Web Site:
FAX:
Office Hours:
Class Hours:

Class Location:

POLS 2301 Federal and State Government
March 21, 22, 23; April 4, 5, 6; and April 18, 19
and 20, 2008 (Ft Wainwright)

Tony Strange, Ed.D, Professor, Business
Eielson AFB, Fairbanks, Alaska
9073785876
9074888820 Call before 9:00 pm Alaska Standard Time
stranget@wbu.edu or tstrange@alaska.net

Monday and Wednesday
Seminar, March 21, 22, 23; April 4, 5, 6; and April 18, 19
and 20, Friday 6 to 10 pm, Saturday, 9 to 5 pm and Sunday,
1 to 5 pm
Ft. Wainwright, Alaska

IMPORTANT Notice: Occasionally, unusual circumstances arise. I will be flexible and
try to accommodate these circumstances, but it is incumbent on you to let me know in
advance so a solution can be found.\
Course Description: Course Prerequisites: None.
Survey course covering such topics as the national and state constitutions, institutional
structures and processes, political parties, elections, civil liberties and civil rights.
The purpose of this course is to introduce the student to the organization, structure and
functions of the American and Alaska systems of government and politics. We will
examine the origin and purpose of constitutional government, the distribution of political
power, the systems of national and state government, the nature of federalism, civil rights
and civil liberties, the role and future of American political parties, the nature and
effectiveness of elections, the process and consequences of policy making, and the nature
of political change. Also, when it is appropriate, we will discuss the discipline of
political science itself (i.e., the approaches, methods, and assumptions that constitute the
“science” of political study). The particular orientation to our analysis and discussion
will be provided by the current context of political activity and change in America,

although the general framework of discussion for this course is the meaning and practice
of American democracy.

TEXT: American Government and Politics Today: The essentials, 2007 edition, Bardes,
Shelley and Schmidt. ISBN: 139780495098065
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
(1) To teach the ideology of Democracy, Political Culture and Politics.
(2) To expose students to constitution, the messages from the framers and active
citizenship.
(3) To acquaint student with federalism
(4) To examine and understand civil liberties and civil rights.
(5) To discover the effectives of public opinion and how it is formed.
(6) To examine the role of interest groups and explain the different types.
(7) To determine evolution of political parties and its history in United States.
(8) Discuss political campaigns, Elections and the impact of the Media
(9) Examine Political Institutions including the Congress and Senate.
(10) Understand the roles of the President and executive powers.
(11) Examine the nature of Bureaucracy and the Judiciary system.
(12) Acquaint student with the politics of domestic and economic policymaking
(13) Examine Foreign and Defense Policy of the United States.
Goals: Students should be able to demonstrate knowledge of the state and national
constitutions, the major institutions of state and national government, the national policy
making process, the electoral system, federalism, civil liberties and civil rights.
CLASSROOM ACTIVTIES: Four major methods will be utilized in the class to
facilitate the students’ understanding the subject: 1) Lecture to keynote major findings in
subject, 2) Readings to further elaborate on subject, 3) Presentations , and 4) Projects.

COURSE EXPECTATIONS
Attendance: Attendance is required. Excessive late arrivals or early departures will be
taken into consideration. Material will be discussed in class and included in the exams
that are not in the book. It is the student’s responsibility to obtain any material missed by
not attending class for any reason. The student must not miss any more than 25% of the
class. Any more misses may result in failure of the class. In case of TDY’s the instructor
should be notified as soon as possible.
Readings: Assigned readings are to be completed prior to the class session for which
they are assigned.

Plagiarism Policy: Intellectual integrity and truthfulness are fundamental to scholarship.
Scholars, whether they are performing as students or as teachers, are engaged in a search
for truth. Plagiarism is a form of cheating and also a form of theft. Plagiarism occurs
when a student fails to give proper credit when information is either quoted or
paraphrased. Carelessness is no excuse. As such, it is a breach of scholarly
responsibility. It is also unethical and in some cases, illegal. Looking at or copying
someone else’s test, answer sheet, and/or paper are counted as cheating. Plagiarism may
result in an “F” in the course.
Disability Policy: It is the university policy that no otherwise qualified disable person be
excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination
under any educational program or activity in the university.

Grading Scale:
A = 90100%,
B = 8089%,
C = 7079%,
D = 6069%

F = Below 60%
I = Incomplete
W = Withdrawal

Grading Weight (based on 100 points possible)
Project 1
MidTerm
Project 2
Presentations
Final Exam

100
200
100
100
200

Course Outline
March 21

Introduction
Discussion Chapter 1

March 22 (AM)

Discussion Chapter 2 and 3

March 22 (PM)

Discussion Chapter 4 and 5

March 23

Discussion Chapter 6
(Project 1 is Due)*

April 4

Discussion Chapter 7

April 5 (AM)

Discussion Chapter 8 and 9

April 5 (PM)

Discussion Chapter 10 and 11

(MidTerm Due)
April 6

Discussion Chapter 12

April 18

Discussion Chapter 13
(Project 2)

April 19 (AM)

Discussion Chapter 14 and 15

April 19 (PM)

Presentations

April 20

Final Exam

Assignments
Project 1, a minimum three page paper double spaced, describing your home state
political system/structure i.e. (legislative bodies, judicial system, terms of elected
officials, departments. You can also include your local city, town or county system as
well. (Due March 23, 2008)
Project 2, a short paper (2 to 3 pages) describing the concerns of the American people
that you feel will impact the next election. You will need to cite and use 5 outside sources
in your paper. (Due April 18, 2008)
Presentation: You will present on one of the two topics (Project 1 or Project 2). The
presentation should be 5 to 8 minutes. (Due April 19, 2008)

Instructor’s Comments: It is very important to read and be prepared to discuss the
chapters assigned before class meetings. Please make every effort to be present for
classes. I understand we are all working with difficult schedules. Please let me know if
you have a problem and I will do everything possible to be flexible and work with you. It
is university policy that no otherwise qualified disabled person be excluded from
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any
educational program or activity in this University.” It is highly recommended all students
keep copies of their work with WBU, since they may need portions for the Grad Seminar
portfolio projects.

