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CATALOG DESCRIPTION
European background, exploration and discovery, colonization, the War for Independence, the Constitution,
early national period, Jefferson and Jackson, expansion, and the era of sectionalism culminating in the Civil
War and Reconstruction.
PREREQUISITES: There is no prerequisite for this course.
TEXTBOOK: America Past and Resent, Robert A. Divine, T.H. Breen, George M. Fredrickson, R. Hal
Williams, Ariela J. Gross, H.W. Brands. [8th Ed.] ISBN# 9780321446633.
OPTIONAL MATERIALS: Additional readings will be provided during the course.
COURSE OUTCOME COMPETENCIES: At the conclusion of this course, the student will understand and
be able to describe:
*

Causes, process, and results of the exploration and settlement of the American colonies

*

Causes, course, and results of the American revolutionary period

*

Political, social, and economic events of the early national period

*

Political, social, and economic transformation during the Jacksonian era

*

Causes, course, and results of slavery and the era of sectional conflict

*

Events and significant persons in the lives of ethnic minority and female Americans

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES: Three major methods will be used in the class to facilitate the students
understanding of the subject. 1) Lecture to supplement reading assignments, 2) student written summaries of

assigned readings, 3) Class discussions about significant individuals and events that encompass U.S. history
from its origins to 1877.
COURSE EXPECTATIONS
ATTENDANCE: Attendance is required. All absences must be explained to the instructor, who will then
determine whether the omitted work may be made up. Excessive late arrivals or early departures will be taken
into consideration. An excessive number of absences will result in an unsatisfactory progress report being filed
with the campus dean. Any student who misses 25 percent or more of the regularly scheduled class meetings
may receive a grade of F in the course. Material will be discussed in class and included in the exams that are
not in the book. It is the student’s responsibility to obtain any material missed by not attending class for any
reason. **In the case of TDY’s the instructor should be notified as soon as possible.
READINGS: Read all required assignments; assigned readings are to be completed prior to the class session
for which they are assigned.
Discussions: Attend and actively participate in class discussion; lend your knowledge and expertise during
discussions of issues and events.
INSTRUCTOR’S POLICY ON ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: Intellectual integrity and truthfulness are
fundamental to scholarship. Scholars, whether they are performing as students or as teachers, are engaged in a
search for truth. Plagiarism is a form of cheating and also a form of theft. Plagiarism occurs when a student fails
to give proper credit when information is either quoted or paraphrased. Carelessness is no excuse. As such, it is
a breach of scholarly responsibility. It is also unethical and in some cases, illegal. Looking at or copying
someone else’s test, answer sheet, and/or paper is counted as cheating. Plagiarism may result in an “F” in the
course.
SERVICE FOR THE DISABLED: It is University policy that no otherwise qualified disabled person be
excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational
program or activity in the University. Students should inform the instructor of existing disabilities at the first
class meeting.
COURSE EVALUATION
THE UNIVERSITY HAS A STANDARD GRADE SCALE: A = 90100, B = 8089, C = 7079, D = 6069,
F= below 60, W = Withdrawal, WP = withdrew passing, WF = withdrew failing, I = incomplete. An incomplete
may be given within the last two weeks of a long term or within the last two days of a microterm to a student
who is passing, but has not completed a term paper, examination, or other required work for reasons beyond the
student’s control. A grade of “incomplete” is changed if the work required is completed prior to the last day of
the next long (10 to 15 weeks) term, unless the instructor designates an earlier date for completion. If the work
is not completed by the appropriate date, the I is converted to an F.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: Your course grade will be based on class participation, written summaries of
reading assignments and three exams. Two of the exams will be of one hour duration with the final exam being
allotted two hours for completion. There will be no makeup for a missed test, unless it is given during an
absence which has been preapproved by the instructor, or there are serious mitigating, and verifiable,
circumstances (death, sudden illness, accident, etc.) Tests given during a student’s excused absence and not
made up by the end of the term will receive a grade of Zero.
METHOD OF DETERMINING COURSE GRADE:
Participation 10%
Written summaries 20%
Topic paper 20%
Midterm exam 25%
Final exam 25%

Withdrawal: If a student wishes to withdraw from this course, they should contact me or the Wayland office as
soon as possible to discuss the situation. Partial refunding is dependant on the date of withdrawal.
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE:
WK 1/28 Feb

Review of chapters 1 & 2: America prior to the Europeans arriving, what the new find and
how they developed their newly claimed lands. Review: Puerto Rico:
http://www.elyunque.com/history.html; Guam http://www.guamonline.com/history/history.htm;
Magna Carta http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/magnacarta.html; Martin Luther’s 95 Theses
http://www.iclnet.org/pub/resources/text/wittenberg/luther/web/ninetyfive.html; Treaty of Westphalia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peace_of_Westphalia and
http://fletcher.tufts.edu/multi/texts/historical/westphalia.txt

Week 2/6 Mar

Chapters 3 & 4: The New American Colonies and their drive for commercial success, their
use of slaves and indentured servants. The differences of several different European Counties
colonial experience.

Week 3/20 Mar

Chapter 5: The American Revolution, from protest to revolt

Week 4/27 Mar

Chapter 6: Stumbling toward a new National Government

Week 5/Apr 3

Chapters 7 & 8: Conflicting visions of Jefferson and Hamilton, the peaceful revolution of
1800. Jefferson as President and his legacy.

Week 6/Apr 10

Chapter 9: Expansion and migration with the emergence of a market economy. The new
politics of the nation after the War of 1812.
MIDTERM EXAM OVER CHAPTERS 18.

Week 7/Apr 17

Chapters 10 & 11: Jackson and the politics of democracy, the bank war and its affect on the
country. The world of whites and blacks in the South.

Week 8/Apr 24

Chapter 12 & 13: Evangelicalism and its effect on the nation, the nation sees a radical aspect
that turns to violence. Manifest Destiny and movement to the far west.

Week 9/May 1

Chapter 14 & 15: The division over the MexicanAmerican War. The sectional crisis and a
house divided.

Week 10/May 8

Chapters 15 & 16: Sectional crisis continued. The Civil War and why it became a total war
with a fight to the finish.

Week 11/May 15 Finish Civil War and Reconstruction. Course review and discussion of topic papers.
FINAL EXAM OVER CHAPTERS 916

Topic Paper
Write a 5page topic paper, due no later than May 8. The topic paper will cover reading material for
each section of the course relevant to the topic being considered. I will review your proposed topic by the mid
term exam. Topics must be approved prior to submission. The topic paper is worth 20% of your final grade.
In your topic paper, you DO NOT want to tell me only what happened; if you just list details, you will
fail your paper. You need to present a brief analysis of the topic, presenting immediate impact, secondary
effects and longterm implications of the topic analyzed. If you follow APA guidelines, especially with font
type and margins, use good grammar, spell well, and DO NOT plagiarize your paper from anywhere or anyone
else, you stand a very good chance of making a very good grade. If you plagiarize, you may fail the course.

