COURSE SYLLABUS
WAYLAND BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
FAIRBANKS CAMPUS
Spring Term 2008
Feb 15May 17
COURSE NUMBER & TITLE:
TIME
INSTRUCTOR:
CONTACT INFORMATION:
EMAIL:

Composition and Reading 1302
Tues – 6pm 10pm
Ben Orr
Home # 4902398
benorr5@gmail.com

APPOINTMENTS:
LOCATION:

Available by appointment
First Baptist Church, North Pole

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course will serve a double purpose. One half of our class time and
homework assignment will be a basic survey course introducing the student to the great literature of
Western Civilization. Students will read drama, short stories, poetry and longer works of fiction,
responding to the readings through reaction papers, reading journals and other optional methods. By
means of class recitation and small group dialogue students will be introduced to the basic methods of
literary criticism and analysis.
The second portion of the course (not in terms of sequence, but in terms of time expenditure) will involve
the student in individual reading, research, writing and reflection. Socrates said that nothing is a greater
waste then an unexamined life. Great literature is the repository of humankind’s collective attempt at self
examination; it challenges us to respond in kind, examining our lives, our values and our culture with
courageous and critical honesty. The student will design, in collaboration with a mentor (either the
instructor or a person of the student’s choosing), an individual program of reading and selfdevelopment,
which hopefully will form the basis for a lifetime program of reading in the literary classics.
The student must read and report on two major works of Western literature in the category of drama or
narrative (novels, autobiography, essay, etc.). One may be selected by the student from any approved list
of recommended reading (the student will do his own search on the internet for the various recognized
canons of “great” literature, which he will submit to the instructor for prior approval). The other must be
selected from the following list (students will be required to obtain the book themselves, either by
borrowing or purchasing). Students are advised to begin their independent reading early in the quarter
since some books are lengthy. The selection list can be found at the end of the syllabus.
Students will be required for course validation to 1) read weekly assignments (approximately 100 pages a
week), 2) keep a reading journal, and 2) to complete a semesterlong project, in the form of two 35 page
papers of presentation projects.
PREREQUISITES: completion of high school or equivalent and access to and ability to use a word
processor. Access to the internet is desirable but not required.

1

TEXTBOOK: The Norton Introduction to Literature: shorter ninth edition. Edited by Alison Booth et
al. 2006. WW Norton and Company: New York.
COURSE OBJECTIVES: By the conclusion of the course, successful students should be able to:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Demonstrate a knowledge of four basic methods of literary analyses, and be able to apply
these to gain a more thorough understanding of literary texts
Demonstrate knowledge of metrics, rhyme schema and poetic forms.
Use the Internet and library resources of the community to do basic textual and literary
research.
To write several short literary reaction papers, including citations and bibliography in a
standard academic format.
Have researched and compiled several working lists of great literature and demonstrate
knowledge of the issues and debates involving literary canons.
Develop a clear appreciation of his or her responsibility to lifetime learning as shown through
a commitment to serious reading and literary inquiry.

CLASSROOM ACTIVTIES: Four major methods will be utilized in the class to facilitate the students’
understanding the subject: 1) critical response and class discussion of assigned readings, 2) participation
in small group discussions and projects, and 3) presentation of videos.
COURSE EXPECTATIONS
Attendance: Attendance is required and will be weighed in the grading process. Group discussion
and participation, mentoring, and individual consultation with the instructor in the design of a project and
classics reading program are critical to successful course completion. Material will be presented (and
subsequently tested) in class during lectures and discussions which is not available in the texts or forums
elsewhere. Students who miss more than two classes may not do well in examinations; missing more than
three classes may result in failure. Students should seriously consider the time (homework, reading and
attendance) commitment involved; on account the amount of material covered classes are rarely excused
early and regular attendance is necessary to master the academic content of the class.
Readings: Assigned readings are to be completed prior to the class session for which they are assigned.
Plagiarism Policy: Intellectual integrity and truthfulness are fundamental to scholarship. Scholars,
whether they are performing as students or as teachers, are engaged in a search for truth. Plagiarism is a
form of cheating and also a form of theft. Plagiarism occurs when a student fails to give proper credit
when information is either quoted or paraphrased. Carelessness is no excuse. As such, it is a breach of
scholarly responsibility. It is also unethical and in some cases illegal. Looking at or copying someone
else’s test, answer sheet, and/or paper are counted as cheating. The copying of internet material without
proper documentation is strictly monitored (through electronic screening and plagiarism detection
software) and severely sanctioned. Intentional plagiarism may, and usually does, result in an “F” in the
course. This particular instructor is known to deal decisively with students in cases of intentional
plagiarism, so students are admonished to take this warning with utter seriousness.
Disability Policy: It is the university policy that no otherwise qualified disabled person be excluded from
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program
or activity in the university.

Course Evaluation
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Grading scale
A = 90  100%
B = 80  89%
C = 70  79%
D = 60  69%
F = Below 60%

I = For Incomplete
W = For Withdrawal

Grading Weight (based on 100 points possible)
Critical reaction papers
Book project 1
Book project 2
Midterm examination
Final examination
Attendancei

X 30% = 30 points
X 15% = 15 points
X 15% = 15 points
X 15% = 15 points
X 15% = 15 points
X 10%= 10 points
Grand Total = 100 points

ENG 1302
Course Outline
(Tentative Schedule)
Week 1: Feb 26. Introduction. Students should come to class with course text and notebooks,
prepared to work individually and in groups. During this time we will organize recitation
discussion groups, read and discuss poems from diverse eras, and work out the logistics of peer
interaction.
Poetic response groups:
William Shakespeare “That time of year thou mayest in me behold” 717
Randall Jarrel “The Death of the Ball Turret Gunner” 727
E.E.Cummings “Buffalo Bill’s” 810
Langston Hughes “Harlem (A Dream Deferred) 908
Week 2: Mar 4.
Tragedy: Classical. Oedipus the King, 14701508. Reaction paper due (12 pages)
Students should be prepared to submit reading lists (2) with brief description as to content and source.
Discussion topic: The literary canon
Reaction paper due (12 pages)
Students are encouraged to consult the following websites for information involving formatting and
style guidelines:

Modern Language Association guidelines:
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/
American Psychological Association guidelines:
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
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Week 3: Mar 18.
Tragedy: Modern? Death of a Salesman, 1556 1621.
Students will inform the instructor of their choice of two books and their method of validation for the
quarterly reading project.
Reaction paper due (12 pages)
Week 4: March 25.
Short Story.
Franz Kafka “A Hunger Artist” 242
Gabriel Garcia Marquez “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” 451
Ambrose Bierce “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” 507
Read the short stories above. Be sure to record them in your reading diaries. Complete a short reaction
paper for two stories (one page each). Go online and obtain biographical information for at least one
author and be prepared to discuss you selection with the group.
Reaction paper due (12 pages)
Week 5. April 1.
English Poetry from the Elizabethans to Milton.
George Herbert “Easter Wings” 798
Robert Herrick “Delight in Disorder” 697
Robert Herrick “Upon Julia’s Clothes” 806
William Shakespeare “The expense of spirit in a waste of shame” 769
William Shakespeare “Full many a glorious morning have I seen” 674
John Donne “Death, be not proud” 982
John Milton “When I consider how my life is spent” 786
Be thoroughly familiar with the above poems, ready to read aloud and give a paraphrase as well as to
analyze metrical and rhyme schemes. In addition, be ready to present biographical and historical
background of any two of the above poets.
Reaction paper due (12 pages)
Individual consultations on quarterly reading projects.
Week 6. April 8.
Shakespearean Tragedy.
Hamlet, Acts I, II, III 1325
We will view a video of the play in class.
Reaction paper due (12 pages)
Report on book project 1 due (23 pages)
Week 7. April 15.
Shakespearean Tragedy.
Hamlet, Acts IV, V
We will conclude the video of the play in class.
Reaction paper due (12 pages)
Midterm objective and essay examination
Week 8. April 22.
English Poetry of the Romantic Era.
William Blake “The Lamb” 880
William Blake “The Tyger” 978
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Samuel Taylor Coleridge “Kubla Khan” 979
John Keats “Ode to a Nightengale” 843
William Wordsworth “Lines Written a Few Miles above Tintern Abbey” 1017
Be thoroughly familiar the above poems, ready to read aloud and give a paraphrase as well as to analyze
metrical and rhyme schemes. In addition, be ready to present biographical and historical background of
any two of the above poets.
Reaction paper due (12 pages)
Week 9. April 29.
First draft of semester projects due.
Modern English Poetry.
T.S. Eliot “Journey of the Magi” 987
Langston Hughes “The Negro Speaks of Rivers” 929
Dylan Thomas “Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night” 790
Walt Whitman “I Hear America Singing” 1014
W.B. Yeats “The Second Coming” 1023
Be thoroughly familiar the above poems, ready to read aloud and give a paraphrase as well as to analyze
metrical and rhyme schemes. In addition, be ready to present biographical and historical background of
any two of the above poets.
Reaction paper due (12 pages)
Week 10. May 6.
Poetry scansion and form
Be familiar with the various meters and forms of Engish poetry and be able to contribute to a discussion
on the relationship between poetic form and content.

Week 11. May 13.
Final objective and essay examination
Report on book project 2 due (23 pages)

One of the books for required reading may be chosen from a “great” literature canon from any of a
number of recommended canons to be found on the internet. The other must be chosen from the following
list. The student will determine the method of validation from a number of options discussed in class
(e.g., standard book report, daily reading journal, PowerPoint or class presentation, etc.) Unless noted
otherwise, an edition or translation of the students choosing is permitted.
The Odyssey by Homer (trans. by one of the following: Robert Fitzgerald, Robert Fagle or
Richmond Lattimore)
The Iliad by Homer (trans. by one of the following: Robert Fitzgerald, Robert Fagle or
Richmond Lattimore)
Antigone by Sophocles
Trojan Women by Euripides
The Confessions by Augustine
The City of God by Augustine (an abridgement is allowed)
The Life of Moses by Gregory of Nyssa
The Metamorphoses by Ovid
Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy
War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy
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The Brothers Karamazov by Fyodor Dostoyesky
The House of the Dead by Fyodor Dostoyevsky
Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky
The Gulag Archipelago by Alexander Solzhenitysyn (an abridgement is allowed)
One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich by Alexander Solzhenitysyn
Gargantua and Pantagruel by Francois Rabelais
One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia
Marquez
Don Quixote by Miguel Cervantes
Decameron by Giovanni Boccaccio
The Inferno by Dante (the annotated translation by John Ciardi is recommended)
A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies by Bartolome de Las Casas
Cabeza de Vaca’s Adventures in the Unknown Interior of America, translated and edited by
Cyclone Covey
The Trial by Franz Kafka
Night by Elie Weisel
Siddhartha by Herman Hesse
Magister Ludi by Herman Hesse
The Romance of King Arthur by Sir Thomas Mallory (this may also be found under different titles,
e.g., Le Morte D’Arthur, The Works by Mallory)
Dr. Faustus by Christopher Marlowe
A Midsummer Night’s Eve by William Shakespeare
Macbeth by William Shakespeare
The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer (a modern paraphrase or translation may be read)
Paradise Lost by John Milton
Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan
David Copperfield bv Charles Dickens
A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens
The Mayor of Casterbridge by Thomas Hardy
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
Silas Marner by George Eliot (pen name for Mary Ann Cross)
Vanity Fair by William Thackeray
The Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
1984 by George Orwell
The Once and Future King by T.H. White
The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
Walden Pond by Henry David Thoreau
Moby Dick by Herman Melville
Life and Times of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass
The Red Badge of Courage by Steven Crane
Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain
A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court by Mark Twain
The Naked and the Dead by Norman Mailer
Up From Slavery by Booker T. Washington
The Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison
The Souls of Black Folk by W.E.B. DuBois
House Made of Dawn by N. Scott Momaday
Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko
A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry
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The Awakening by Kate Chopin
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Points will be calculated on the percentage of classes present. In cases of mandatory deployment, when prior
arrangements have been made with the instructor, students can make arrangement for short extracredit assignments
to make up for point deficits. However, WBU policy takes precedence: only a maximum of 3 classes (for valid
reasons) can be missed, and any additional absences must be excused by the Dean.
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