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Mission: Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning focused and 
distinctively Christian environment for professional success, lifelong learning and service to God and humankind. 
  

HIST 1303-VC01 World Civilization to 1500 
  
Instructor: Dr. Brian R. Farmer 
Class Time and Location: Virtual Campus 
  
Office Hours: (At Amarillo College) 8:30-9:00 M-F, 1:30-3:30 M-TH 
  
Contact Information: Office Phone 806-371-5193  Email brian.farmer@wayland.wbu.edu 
  
Catalog Description: Major religious, political, economic, and social development in the world from 
ancient times through the Middle Ages. 
  
There is no prerequisite for this course  
  
Textbook: Craig, Albert M., William A. Graham, Donald Kagan, Steven Ozment, and Frank M. 
Turner. The Heritage of World Civilizations. Combined Volume, Eighth Edition. Upper Saddle River, 
NJ: Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2008.  
  
  
Course Outline: This course is a survey of the history of World civilization, including the chief 
political, social and intellectual developments beginning some 4000 years B.C.E. and ending prior to 
the age of European expansion about 1500 C.E. The course will cover the first 16 chapters of the 
Craig et al., Heritage of World Civilizations text as well as a supplemental book chosen by the student 
from the approved list of choices attached to this syllabus. 
  
Course requirements:  
Exams  There will be three major examinations during the semester including a final exam available 
Monday-Thursday August 3-6. Exams will be multiple choice and cover the readings. The exams will 
not require a proctor and students may take the exams from wherever they have computer access. 
The exams are on Blackboard, but will not require a password to be opened. Each exam will have 50 
questions, but students will have access to the questions one at a time and must answer each 
question as they come to them. Students will not be able to skip questions and then go back to them. 
Students may have books, notes, etc. with them when they take exams, but the exams are timed 
(one hour) and no credit will be given for any questions answered after the one hour time limit has 
elapsed. Students may not miss an exam, and there will be no makeup exams. If a student misses an 
exam, they will need to drop the course. Each exam is worth 25% of the final grade.  
 
Book Reviews  In addition to the exams, each student will be required to compile and present one 4-
6 page (double-space typed) Book Review individually assigned by the instructor. The books that 
students may review are limited to the list attached to the end of this syllabus. This is not an 
assignment where procrastination is conducive to success; consequently, students must have their 
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book title chosen by Monday, July 6. Students that do not have a book title chosen by Monday, 
July 6 will be docked 10% from their book review grade. Book Reviews should be submitted online. 
To do so, Click on Assignments. Scroll down under the Book Review. Click where indicated. Book 
Reviews must be submitted by Monday, July 20. 
 
To choose a book, email to me the author and title of the book along with the first sentence from 
Chapter One of the book so that I know you have it in your hand. No two students will be allowed to 
review the same book, and titles will be assigned to the students on a first come, first serve basis, so 
it is best to choose a book for review as soon as possible so as to have the greatest number of 
choices. 
 
To find a book on the list, I would first check the local public and University libraries. If you are unable 
to find anything at the libraries, my suggestion is to purchase one at your local bookstore or from one 
of the major online bookstores. Do not send me an email and tell me that you simply cannot find or 
afford one of these books. If that is your situation, it is my suggestion that you drop the class 
immediately since this assignment is 25% of your grade. Successful completion of a college degree 
requires a certain level of resourcefulness on the part of the student.  
 
Each review will essentially contain three portions:  
 
First, the student should provide a statement of theme. A theme statement is more than just the 
subject matter of the book, but is instead a statement of the main point that the author is trying to get 
across concerning the subject matter. For example, the subject matter of Dr. Seuss, Green Eggs and 
Ham has to do with the conflict between the main character and Sam I Am over the eating of Green 
Eggs and Ham. The Theme in this case, however, is that one should keep an open mind; otherwise 
one may be missing out on some of the benefits of life. The statement of theme may be as short as a 
sentence, but no longer than a paragraph.  
 
Second, each review should essentially provide a summary of the book. In other words, what are the 
main subjects that the author touches upon throughout the book and what are the conclusions? The 
summary portion should consume roughly 75% of the book review.  
 
Finally, each review should contain some semblance of a critique. In other words, how well did the 
author support the stated theme? Assess the strengths and weaknesses of the book. Some 
subjectivity in critical analysis is allowed; however, students are expected to qualify their criticism with 
specific examples from the reading. Do ride off on a hobbyhorse about what is wrong with the world, 
etc. extraneous to the book itself. Similarly, do not include supplementary materials from your favorite 
internet bloggers that may have little to do with the task at hand. Narrow your critique to an 
assessment of how well the author supported the stated theme and what were the strengths and 
weaknesses of the book. A statement of what you found most interesting from the book is 
encouraged. The Book Reviews are worth 25% of the final grade. Book Reviews must be 
submitted by Monday, July 20. 
 
Plagiarism: Make sure that you do not cut and paste work from other sources and use it as your own 
without proper citations and quotation marks. Safe Assignment will comb the web looking for work 
that matches yours, so do not tempt fate and use work that is not your own. No credit will be given for 
work that is determined to be plagiarized. 
 
Late Work: 
Assignments that are completed late will be docked 10% per day, with no exceptions. You have your 
schedule plenty of time in advance, so plan accordingly.  
 



  
Course outcome competencies: At the conclusion of this course, the student will understand and 
be able to describe: 

• Major features of the geography of the ancient Near East, Asia, Africa, and Europe; 
• The growth and development of the earliest civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, China, 

Africa, and Meso-America 
• The emergence of major world religions and philosophies including Judaism, Buddhism, 

Islam, Confucianism, Taoism, and Christianity; 
• The development and historical events of Ancient and Classical Greece and Rome; 
• Feudalism and the historic events of the Middle Ages. 

 
Method of determining course grade:  
        Total 
Three Exam scores      75% 
Book Reviews      25% 
Total        100% 
 
  
The University has a standard grade scale: 
A = 90-100, B = 80-89, C = 70-79, D = 60-69, F= below 60, W = Withdrawal, WP = withdrew passing, 
WF = withdrew failing, I = incomplete.  
An incomplete may be given within the last two weeks of a long term or within the last two days of a 
microterm to a student who is passing, but has not completed a term paper, examination, or other 
required work for reasons beyond the student’s control. A grade of incomplete is changed if the work 
required is completed prior to the last day of the next long (10 to 15 weeks) term, unless the instructor 
designates an earlier date for completion. If the work is not completed by the appropriate date, the I is 
converted to an F. 
  
Attendance: Students enrolled at one of the University’s external campuses should make every effort 
to attend all class meetings. All absences must be explained to the instructor, who will then determine 
whether the omitted work may be made up. When a student reaches that number of absences 
considered by the instructor to be excessive, the instructor will so advise the student and file an 
unsatisfactory progress report with the campus dean. Any student who misses 25 percent or more of 
the regularly scheduled class meetings may receive a grade of F in the course. Additional attendance 
policies for each course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part of 
the University’s attendance policy.  
 
Additional attendance policies: Given that this is an online class, there will be no actual class 
meetings and no specific times that one must log in to the class; however, students must complete 
assignments by the dates outlined on the syllabus. It is advisable to log in daily to check for 
announcements, email messages, and relevant discussions on the discussion board.  
  
Instructor’s policy on Academic Dishonesty: Cheating in any form will not be tolerated. If the 
instructor determines that a student is not responsible for his/her work, no credit will be given for the 
assignment. 
 
  
Service for the Disabled: It is University policy that no otherwise qualified disabled person be 
excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any 
educational program or activity in the University. Students should inform the instructor of existing 
disabilities at the first class meeting. 



  
Tentative Schedule:  
Week 1 5/26-5/29 Birth of Civilization, Great Revolutions in Thought 
Read Craig et al. Chapters 1 and 2 
 
Week 2 6/1-6/5 Hellenistic Civilization, Indo-Iranian World in Antiquity 
Read Craig et al. Chapters 3 and 4  
 
Week 3 6/8-6/12 Africa to 1000 C.E.  
Read Craig et al. Chapter 5  
 
Week 4 6/15-6/19 Republican and Imperial Rome  
Exam #1 Monday-Thursday 6/15-6/18: Exam available until 11:00PM CST on Thursday, 6/18 
Read Craig et al. Chapter 6  
 
Week 5 6/22-6/26 China to 1368 
Read Craig et al. Chapters 7 and 8 
 
Week 6 6/29-7/3 Early Japan, Korea, Vietnam, Iran and South Asia to 1000 C.E 
Read Craig et al. Chapters 9 and 10  
 
Week 7 7/6-7/10 Early Islamic World  
Read Craig et al. Chapter 11 
Last Day to Submit Book Review Titles without penalty, Monday, 7/6 
 
Week 8 7/13-7/17 Early Middle Ages and Expansion of Islam 
Exam #2 Monday-Thursday 7/13-7/16: Exam available until 11:00PM CST Thursday, 7/16 
Read Craig et al. Chapters 12 and 13 
 
Week 9 7/20-7/24 Ancient American Civilizations 
Read Craig et al. Chapters 14  
Book Reviews Due Monday, 7/20 
 
Week 10 7/27-7/31 Africa 1000-1700, High Middle Ages and Renaissance in Europe  
Read Craig et al. Chapters 15-16  
 
Final Exam Monday-Thursday 8/3-8/6 until 11:00PM CST Thursday, 8/6 
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Bible Scholarship: Bibliography 
I include the books below as possibilities for student book reviews because Jesus, as a historical 
figure, and ancient Israel, as a real historical society, are in my opinion valid subjects for this class. 
Unsurprisingly, many students in this class at Wayland Baptist University have requested the 
opportunity to read this type of material in the past, so I am essentially responding to their requests by 
providing this list. I do want to stress, however, that these are scholarly works by theologians, 
archaeologists, and historians (some of whom may be nonbelievers themselves), and they are 
generally not inspirational in character.  
 
The purpose of these books is not faith-building and the reading is very different from inspirational 
works by people like Max Lucado, whom many of us enjoy. In short, due to the nature of the subject 
matter, many students may find a good bit of this scholarship to be disturbing. It is not my intention to 
cause anyone a crisis of faith, so I urge students who might be disturbed from this type of 
scholarship, which includes critical analysis of the Bible itself, to please choose a book from the list 
above rather than from this list below. If you do not want to read a book that calls into question the 
historical reliability of the Gospels, then please do not choose a book entitled The Historical Reliability 
of the Gospels.  
 
Finally, it is worth remembering that just because something is written in a book by a scholar, it does 
not make it correct. Scholars are human and therefore often wrong, and I am certain that there are 
conclusions drawn in some of these works with which I am not in agreement. Nevertheless, I 
evidently found something of merit in each of these or I would not have placed them on the list. 
Remember, students have the opportunity to critique the book they choose in their paper, so if you 
choose a book and find it to have serious problems, you have great latitude to say so in your paper. 
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